
Alumna was one of the first women to graduate from Bullis.
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Nicole Bernard has always been 

comfortable being a pioneer. As a member 

of the first class of girls to enter the 

School in 1981 when she was in 11th grade, 

Nicole was a trailblazer then and has 

continued to be throughout her career, 

including in her current role as senior vice 

president for audience strategy at The Fox 

Group. The position was a new one at the 

organization, where Bernard has worked 

since 2005. While many organizations 

have departments that focus on diversity, 

Fox selected Bernard to take on a broader 

challenge “to ensure that each of our 

entertainment products, across every unit, 

incorporates and engages as diverse an 

audience as our country is made of,” she 

explains. 

Bernard’s department provides 

strategy and resources and establishes 

partnerships throughout the country 

to support all divisions of Fox, and the 

position allows her to play to her strengths 

as well as her passions to follow her own 

path, travel and explore and appreciate 

different cultures. “People amaze me and I 

have always loved to see, feel and touch all 

the things that make a culture so unique,” 

she says. 

“Having a blank slate to create something 

unique fosters the visionary in me,” she 

recalls. “I was the only girl on the boys 

tennis team at Bullis, and the mere fact 

that I sought out Bullis knowing I would 

be a first in more ways than one was really 

the catalyst for my being confident enough 

to move myself in a direction I might 

innately know is right for me, even if it 

means being the first or only one there.” 

Bernard credits Bullis with establishing 

this spirit to see things as they could be 

and not just how they are.

Bernard still thinks of her days at Bullis 

as some of the happiest in her life. She 

enthusiastically recalls the School’s 

dynamic environment and how it provided 

exactly the challenges she sought even 

as a teenager. “When my friend Candice 

Mitchell ’83 mentioned Bullis and its 

academic rigor, prior military foundation 

and great tennis team—and the chance 

to make history as one of the first women 

to integrate the school—I knew it was for 

me.” She still remembers feeling both 

“terrified and amused” by General Price 

when she arrived first on campus, and 

loving the focus on college preparation 

and an expectation for excellence. “I even 

liked that you had to be ‘invited back’ every 

semester. The idea sparked the competitor 

in me and made me feel like I was joining 

an elite club that I would earn the right to 

be a part of.” 

She talks often about Bullis with her 

nieces and nephew, current Bullis students 

Gabby McIntosh ’14, Brynn McIntosh ’16 

and Alec McIntosh ’18. Today’s dress code 

options are a far cry from the blazer and 

saddle shoes of Bernard’s era—“those 
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saddle shoes were just wrong in so many 

ways!” she laughs. Among the many life 

skills she developed at Bullis, Bernard is 

particularly grateful for the strong work 

ethic, determination, appreciation for 

healthy competition and the value of 

being part of a community as important 

foundations for her career success. She 

also applauds the expanded opportunities 

in the arts at today’s Bullis, along with 

the dedication to academic success and 

engagement in sports that remain still at 

the high levels she remembers. 

As her own twin daughters—Hayden 

and Leah, now six years old—grow older, 

she hopes to find a similar educational 

program for them in Los Angeles that 

will provide an elite education that 

balances fun, friendships and academics. 

“Prioritizing and balance are great life 

lessons that we learned at Bullis.” Bernard 

regularly advises her nieces and nephews 

to take advantage of the “dynamic 

teachers and to raise questions about 

what they are taught and what they wish 

to see more.” She encourages them to 

recognize and “always remember the 

school’s historical belief that discipline, 

balance and effort can catapult you to 

greatness.” She encourages them to 

leverage and try every single opportunity 

that the school and the campus offer. 

“Experience something that takes you out 

of your comfort zone, she urges, “because 

you never know how that experience will 

serve you later in life.” 

Bernard still remembers a particular 

personal lesson, when “the fantastically 

eccentric Mr. Klinger” had his students 

recite the prelude to the Canterbury Tales 

in front of the class. This taught Bernard 

that “there is no mountain too high!” And 

yes, she can still recite it. 

Left page, Nicole Bernard's 1983 yearbook photos. Above from left, twin daughters Leah and Hayden share a hug; at right 
Nicole and her husband Lee vacation in Cabo San Lucas with their daughters.

“Experience 
something that 
takes you out of 

your comfort zone, 
because you never 

know how that 
experience will serve 

you later in life.”

—Nicole Bernard 
Chaffin


