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Mark 

Greenblatt 

’91 never 

imagined 

that an 

annual 

tradition 

with his 

father 

would lead 

to his becoming an accomplished author, 

but that’s exactly what happened. Mark’s 

book, Valor: Unsung Heroes from Iraq, 

Afghanistan, and the Home Front, released 

in May, tells true stories of extraordinary 

heroism by American troops in Iraq and 

Afghanistan and a Navy rescue swimmer 

in the Atlantic. These stories place the 

reader in the minds of the individual 

soldiers, sailors and Marines as they 

face—and overcome—enormous odds.

For years, Mark and his father attended 

the Jewish Institute for National Security 

Affairs banquets, which honor war 

heroes, as Mark’s father was active 

in the organization. Mark listened to 

tales of bravery, incredible sacrifice and 

brotherly bonds and wondered why these 

individuals and their stories were not told 

to a broader audience. “These heroes 

were celebrated briefly for a few hours at 

one ceremony, but I felt that their stories 

should be documented and shared more 

broadly for people to learn from.” 

Although he had no military background 

and no professional writing experience, 

Mark set out to write the book and achieve 

his dream. Ironically, this same mentality 

of being a storyteller is partially how he 

got his start writing—as a student at 

Bullis. In his sophomore year, Mark joined 

The Bulldog as a sports writer. When Mr. 

Bill Wieand—the paper’s faculty advisor 

whose unflappable leadership Mark greatly 

admired—praised his first article about 

the football team, Mark says, “the seed 

for writing was planted.” Discovering that 

he enjoyed writing and being a storyteller 

for Bullis, Mark continued writing for the 

newspaper and became editor-in-chief his 

senior year. 

Valor was a real labor of love and time 

for Mark who spent nearly five years 

conducting research and interviews with 

his subjects, while balancing his family life 

and full time job as a criminal and ethics 

investigations attorney in Washington, 

D.C. Mark admits that the process was 

“very emotional and cathartic—I am not 

sure I would have possessed the strength 

needed to carry out missions the way 

these men did. I am 

just incredibly 

proud to have 

published the stories 

of these nine heroes 

and hope that I was 

able to capture their 

humility, which is both 

powerful and heartfelt.”    

Mark recalls that high 

school was a pivotal time 
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for him, giving him the confidence to try 

his hand at various things, whether writing 

for the newspaper, playing sports or even 

playing in the School’s rock band—and he 

was not going to miss out on anything.

Reflecting on the present time in his life 

and how that same ambitious mentality 

drove him to write his book, he offers 

the same advice to students today: “Take 

advantage of everything. Try whatever 

seems attractive or interesting to you—

just do it, because as you go through life, 

opportunities may dwindle and you don’t 

want to miss out.” 

For additional information about Valor, 

visit www.markleegreenblatt.com

At top, Mark Greenblatt’s 1991 senior year portrait. At right, Mark’s headshot from his newly released book, Valor.


