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From left, David Bernad steps onto the red carpet at the 2012 Golden Globe Awards; producing partner Mike White with David 
on the set of the pilot episode of “Enlightened” in Oahu, Hawaii. 

From Bullis to Hollywood and Back
David Bernad ’99 

has paved a path 

for himself over the 

past 10 years to the 

ultimate Hollywood 

dream. He started 

in the mailroom 

at a major talent agency and today is a 

producer and the president of film and 

television at Rip Cord Productions, a 

film, television and digital production 

company in Hollywood. His most recent 

successes include a nomination for a 

Golden Globe Award as a producer on 

HBO’s hit dramedy “Enlightened” and 

a film premiere at both the Cannes and 

Sundance Film Festivals earlier this year.     

When he was only 11 years old, David 

dreamed of being a producer in 

Hollywood. To start his journey, he put 

his entrepreneurial spirit to work and 

created his own newspaper to earn money. 

He commissioned his brother to write 

the content and a neighborhood friend 

to print the copies. The $500 they made 

selling subscriptions was his first moment 

of success, but the lessons learned—of 

perseverance and determination—have 

stayed with him throughout his career.

While always sociable and confident, 

David learned more about hard work 

as a student at Bullis when he played 

basketball for Coach Mike Hibbs. “To be a 

part of the team required an unbelievable 

amount of dedication, aside from just 

natural ability,” David recalls. “I didn’t 

realize it then, but that intense experience 

was formative, both personally and later 

professionally, in helping me develop my 

work ethic.” 

Today, David distinguishes himself from 

other producers in the industry by having 

a strong point of view and working 

tirelessly to get his projects made.  He 

explains: “like any business, you need 

to have passion and persistence to be 

successful in Hollywood. It hasn’t been 

easy, but I love the work and every day feel 

fortunate to be doing it.”  David learned 

early to make sacrifices in pursuit of his 

goals, even working several months for 

free in exchange for job interviews at talent 

agencies when he first moved to Los 

Angeles. “Coach Hibbs instilled pride in 

me and pushed me to really go after what 

I wanted,” says David. “I encourage others 

to believe in themselves in the same way 

to pursue their dreams.” 

David gives back to Bullis as a mentor for 

the School’s video club, where, through 

video chat, he gives insight into the 

production business and feedback to 

the students on pitches for their video 

projects. “David offers great perspective 

on the students’ ideas and solutions to 

logistical challenges in the film making 

process," Video Club Director Mark Riffee 

says. "The students always look forward to 

their weekly chats with him.” David shared 

their enthusiasm for the partnership, 

saying, “it’s a huge honor to give back to 

the institution I credit with giving me the 

direction, drive and education to help me 

be successful.” 


