
Long-time Bullis friends partner to advance green energy at their 
alma mater and across the nation.

Lee Keshishian ’88 and Jason Topercer ’88
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Who knew that a friendship that began 

with a broken nose in a game of 3rd grade 

basketball would lead to a successful and 

long-lasting business partnership—or 

twenty years later that same business 

partnership would bring them back to 

Bullis? 

Though friends throughout school, Lee 

Keshishian and Jason Topercer lost touch 

after graduating from Bullis. Years later, 

in the fall of 2007, Jason’s brother, Bill 

Topercer ’84, and Lee reconnected on a 

Boy Scout trip with their sons. Lee then 

reached out to Jason, and soon the two 

discovered shared interests in science, the 

environment and renewable energy. 

Lee co-founded Clean Currents, a 

Rockville-based energy company, and 

had helped Bullis convert to 100% wind 

power purchases for its energy needs; 

in total, Clean Currents has powered 

over 7,000 commercial and residential 

customers with wind power. In 2009, 

after many customer inquiries about solar 

power for homes and businesses, Lee 

and Jason formed a new division of Clean 

Currents called Clean Currents Solar to 

focus on a growing market. That same 

year, Jason and Lee were instrumental in 

a unique brokered arrangement between 

Bullis, Washington Gas Energy Services 

and Clean Currents Solar to install a new 

photovoltaic system, one of the first of its 

kind in the DC area, on the roof of The 

Blair Family Center for the Arts. Today the 

system supplies a large portion of The 

Blair Center’s power needs. 

Clean Currents Solar, which grew to 15 

employees, was acquired by SolarCity, the 

largest national full-service solar provider, 

in January 2011. Lee and Jason continue 

their work today at SolarCity, where Jason 

is Regional Commercial Manager and Lee 

is the Regional Operation Director for the 

Mid-Atlantic. Lee remains on the board of 

Clean Currents.

Lee’s interest in the environment was 

piqued at Bullis by Dr. Bretton Kent, his 

AP Biology/Zoology teacher. He also 

remembers Glenn Hunter for teaching 

him study skills and Fred LaMarca 

“who always had ways of making Latin 

memorable.” Lee received a B.A. in 

international relations and government 

from Georgetown University and an 

M.I.M. from the Thunderbird School of 

Global Management, and began his career 

initially as a brand manager for The Dial 

Corporation and Reynolds Wrap. “I never 

imagined I would work in the science and 

renewable energy fields, but my interest 

in the environment beat out my desire 

to work for large public companies,” Lee 

comments. 

Jason credits his Bullis education for 

preparing him for business, particularly 

math teachers Victor Dvorsky and 

Captain Alban McIsaac for providing a 

solid mathematics background. Jason 



“It’s great to see the 
school embrace its 
past while building 

upon the solid 
foundations that will 
help Bullis students 

succeed.”

Lee Keshishian ’88
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received a B.S. in economics from 

Syracuse University and an M.B.A. 

in international finance from George 

Washington University, and landed in the 

renewable energy business unexpectedly 

after founding Top Concierge, a lifestyle 

company which maintained houses in 

Dewey Beach, Delaware. The company 

handled myriad details for their clients, 

including winterizing homes. When 

some of the homeowners began asking 

about ways to make their homes more 

energy efficient and eco-friendly, Jason 

realized the market potential and began 

researching the business. This led him to 

found Delaware Renewable Energy, the 

business he ran before Clean Currents 

Solar. 

Lee and Jason are proud of the assistance 

they have given to help their alma mater 

become more green. Jason says that 

“Bullis is really leading the way to show 

other schools that they, too, can benefit 

socially and economically from this kind 

of investment.” Lee agrees: “Bullis sets a 

great example.”

Both men marvel at the changes in Bullis 

since their days as students. “Bullis 

today is truly different in terms of the 

campus, the academic offerings and 

the opportunities the students have in 

their studies. It’s great to see the school 

embrace its past while building upon 

some of the solid foundations that will 

help Bullis students succeed,” says 

Lee. Jason adds, “One of the biggest 

attractions to Bullis is the quality of 

education. Kids are well-rounded and 

prepared for their futures both socially and 

academically.” 

Jason and Lee offer Bullis students the 

following advice: “Do the best work 

possible,” they say. “If you’re deciding 

between the easy course and the hard 

course, take the harder one and ace it 

anyway. Develop a strong curiosity and be 

flexible to change.” 

From left, 1988 yearbook photos of Lee Keshishian and Jason Topercer; Lee Keshishian and Jason Topercer at the 2009 photovoltaic 
panel unveiling; Lee Keshishian vacationing with wife Daphne and children Lilit, Ila and Armand in Costa Rica; and Jason 
Topercer at work in California.


