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“In my study of 
entrepreneurship, I’ve learned 
that it’s the people that hustle 
that win,” Jonathan (JD) Dyer 
’13 says. A rising senior at 
Carnegie Melon University, JD is 
a mechanical engineering major 
and a cornerback on the football 
team, and this lesson has served 
him well both in the business 
world and on the football field.

As a senior at Bullis, JD heard 
parent Kerry Wisnosky speak 
about entrepreneurship and the 
passion and enthusiasm from 
that day catapulted JD’s desire 
to pursue entrepreneurship 
more formally. JD secured an 
internship with Mr. Wisnosky’s 
company, Millennium 
Engineering and Integration 

Company, and Mr. Wisnosky 
became a mentor. “Mr. 
Wisnosky’s philosophy—
coincidentally adapted from 
that of Andrew Carnegie—is 
‘my heart is in the work’ which 
resonates with me and the work 
I do, both on the football field 
and with regard to academics 
and entrepreneurship. It 
wasn’t uncommon to be smart 
or a good athlete where I’m 
from, and I knew that to really 
differentiate myself for success, 
I was going to have to work hard 
and work smart.”

When JD was sprinting down 
field on a punt return last 
season, he got an idea for 
compression shorts that would 
tighten even more when an 
athlete with cold legs started 
sprinting at high speeds. He 
continued to build a concept 
for that idea as he was named 
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a Carnegie Mellon University 
Innovation Scholar. The 
Innovation Scholars program 
“fosters innovation and 
entrepreneurship and seeks 
to increase the number of 
successful start-up companies 
initiated by or involving 
Carnegie Mellon University 
undergraduate students.” JD 
is one of nine undergraduate 
students in the 2015 cohort of 
scholars. 

JD’s favorite quote, from Joseph 
Campbell, is “The legendary 
hero is usually the founder of 
something. In order to find 
something new one has to 
leave the old and go on a quest 
of the seed idea, a germinal 
idea that will have the potential 
of bringing forth that new 
thing.” Of the quote, he says, 
“I believe this wholeheartedly; 
whether as a founding father 

At left, JD and a classmate display their Stress Analysis Crane Design 
Project to their professor sophomore year at CMU; JD’s senior portrait 
from the 2013 edition of Roll Call; JD and his family, including sister 
Danielle ’20, after CMU’s win against Catholic University in 2013.

of my fraternity or helping to 
start a peer health and wellness 
advocacy program for student-
athletes called Plaidvocates on 
campus, I’ve always found it 
more enjoyable and fulfilling 
to build something new than to 
continue something that already 
existed.” 

“Bullis exposed me to 
many different and diverse 
opportunities that allowed me to 
find what I’m truly passionate 
about. I was able to take on a lot 
of responsibility with the teams 
and clubs with which I was 
associated and as a result, I am 
now able to lead my peers on 
a much larger scale. My advice 
to others is don’t let fear stop 
you from putting your all into 
what you’re doing. Just choose 
something and get to work.” 


