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QINXUAN JIN ’15

MEETING CHALLENGES 
AND MAKING FRIENDS

Above left, Qinxuan (center) with members of start-up 
business HotSocks, claiming $10,000 Shark Tank prize in spring 2015; 
Qinxuan’s senior portrait from the 2015 edition of Roll Call; at right, a 
member of Vanderbilt University’s equestrian team, Qinxuan is pictured 
prior to a competition.

Moving to the United States to 
attend upper school at Bullis 
was one of the best decisions 
Qinxuan Jin ever made, she says. 
“I had never been to the United 
States before and did not know 
what to expect at Bullis. I was 
particularly excited to discover 
new passions and learn a variety 
of subjects.” Her host family 
was wonderful, “taking such 
good care of me, introducing me 
to various aspects of American 
culture from food to social 
experiences,” said Qinxuan, 
helping smooth the transition to 
life abroad. 

“Bullis was overwhelming at 
fi rst,” she recalls, “because I 
could not speak English very 
well.” That made English and 
history classes more challenging, 
although her teachers worked 
with her on conversational 
English as she found her stride. 

Qinxuan excelled in economics 
with Dr. Narcisenfeld and 
calculus with Mr. Zimmer, 
whose teaching strategies were 
truly helpful. “Dr. Narcisenfeld 
printed her PowerPoint 
lessons for me and made 
sure I understood concepts.” 
Mr. Zimmer’s students were 
learning concepts at home 
with homework and working 
in groups during class time to 
ask questions, a method that 
Qinxuan found to be engaging. 

During her senior year, 
Qinxuan was part of the 
Entrepreneurship Capstone 
course and competed in a mock 
“Shark Tank” competition with 
the HotSocks team, which 
developed an air-activated 
heating pad within socks to 
keep feet warm; they won the 
coveted $10,000 seed money 
prize to further their business 

idea. Although Qinxuan is no 
longer involved in HotSocks, 
she appreciated the experience 
of working in a group to create 
a product and essentially start a 
business. “The fact that this kind 
of class is off ered to high school 
students at Bullis is unique and 
very special.” Participating in 
the Entrepreneurship Capstone 
also proved to Qinxuan how 
much she had grown during 
her time at Bullis. Director of 
International Support Anita 
Havas says “year after year, 
you could see her confi dence 
growing academically and 
socially. She took more risks and 
was always kind and studious.” 

Qinxuan also acknowledges her 
evolution at Bullis, becoming 
more open to learning new 
things, better understanding 
study techniques, and feeling 
prepared to start college. She 

attended Case Western Reserve 
University in Ohio for one 
year, studying accounting 
and economics. “Bullis really 
prepared me for college,” 
she says, “which certainly 
contributed to my success in 
the economics classes.” In 
her sophomore year, Qinxuan 
transferred to Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, where 
she is enjoying life in the 
south; she joined an equestrian 
club and continues to study 
 accounting. 

Qinxuan is thrilled that she 
decided to move to the United 
States to pursue her studies, 
and remains appreciative of 
her experiences at Bullis and 
beyond. “One of the best things 
about Bullis was that I hardly felt 
alone. I made some great friends 
and forged nice relationships 
with my teachers.”


