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Academic and Life Lessons Learned at Bullis 
Still Prove Invaluable

An unexpected lesson that Erin 
(Ferrell) Harper ’01 took away 
from four years at Bullis came 
in handy when she learned the 
names of all 615 lower school 
students at Providence Day 
School in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, where she is Head of 
Lower School. She followed the 
example of Dr. Dick Jung, who 
knew every student’s name at 
Bullis when he was Headmaster. 
“It seems like a small thing,” 
Erin says, “but it’s extremely 
impactful, and helps me gain 
the student’s trust. They see that 
I know who they are.” She feels 
particularly fortunate to count 
Dr. Jung as a lifelong mentor. 

“He taught me about leadership 
in the independent school world. 
Providence Day School has a 
familial feel to it just as Bullis 
does, so it feels like a small 
taste of home to me here in 
Charlotte.” 

Another unexpected lesson 
Erin took away from her 
time at Bullis was the athletic 
requirement of playing a sport 
for two of the three trimesters 
each year. “This forced me out of 
my comfort zone. I was playing 
things I hadn’t played before, 
like fi eld hockey or throwing the 
discus for track. The humility I 
learned when I wasn’t the star 

athlete and had to sit on the 
bench was incredible. Above all, 
that experience remains with me 
today, as it taught me to lean in 
to discomfort. There are always 
diff erent ways to contribute to 
a team or experience, and still 
bring your personal strengths.”

After graduating from Bullis, 
Erin attended Wake Forest 
University, where she was a 
standout student-athlete on 
the basketball team as well 
as the classroom, making the 
Dean’s List and the Atlantic 
Coast Conference Honor Roll. 
Graduating in 2005 with a major 
in education and a concentration 

in language arts, she was unsure 
of her career path. The results 
of the renowned Meyers & 
Briggs Type Indicator helped 
guide her decision, along with 
her basketball coach at Wake 
Forest, who directed her toward 
teaching. Erin never looked 
back. 

As she loved working with 
children, following college she 
relocated to Charlotte to coach 
JV girls’ basketball at Providence 
Day School, an independent 
college preparatory school 
for transitional Kindergarten 
through 12th grade. When a 4th 
grade teaching position opened 
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up in 2007, Erin became a 
classroom teacher. For nine 
years, she coached basketball, 
taught 4th grade, served as the 4th 
grade team leader, and became 
assistant head of the lower 
school. In 2014, Erin earned her 
Master’s degree in educational 
leadership from Wingate 
University, and two years later, 
her tenure as the Head of Lower 
School began. She has been at 
PDS for 11 years now. “One of 
the most incredible parts of my 
job is watching the kids grow 
from being tiny to launching 
into the world after graduation. 
Being an integral part of that 
development is amazing.” 

Erin is constantly mindful of 
the guidance and mentorship 
she received from her Bullis 
teachers, coaches and staff . 
Their example and the lessons 
they taught in the classroom, 
on the courts and fi elds, and 
in daily interactions were 
infl uential for her then and 
now. “Penny Bunting exuded 
warmth, but also taught me 
grit. I remember telling her I 
didn’t feel well one day before 
a basketball game and she told 
me to pull it together and play—
that I was part of a team and 

“I hope current and future Bullis students will 
take away the same important life lessons that 
I did and learn all they can from the leaders on 
campus.”

—Erin (Ferrell) Harper ’01

Opposite page, left: Erin speaking to students at an assembly at 
Providence Day School. Right: Erin and two of her lower school 
students at PDS.

Top left: Erin’s senior portrait in the 2001 edition of Roll Call. 

Top right: Erin goes for a layup during a game at Wake Forest 
University during her senior year.

Above: Erin is all smiles with her family including her sister 
Adrienne, brother Brandon ’00, mother Linda, father and former 
Bullis varsity girls basketball coach Wayne, her husband Ryan 
Harper and their son Zane.

they were counting on me. It 
taught me that throughout life, 
there are times when you have 
to push through circumstances 
because others are counting 
on you. Tim Simpson was 
always kind to everyone and 
very thorough and methodical 
in his approach to teaching his 
science class. This stayed with 
me, as I was conscientious 
about being thorough in the 
classroom, and now as an 
administrator. Although he was 
my math teacher, it was Walt 
King who taught me patience 
and authenticity—to always 
be myself. He was always 
very patient with his students, 
attending to the diverse learning 
needs in his classroom, and he 
really took the time to get to 
know us as individuals. 

“Bullis has always had 
remarkable, intelligent, kind, 
and caring leaders. I hope 
current and future Bullis 
students will take away the same 
important life lessons that I did 
and learn all they can from the 
leaders on campus, not just in 
the classroom or in athletics but 
in life.  Often those will carry you 
farthest in life.” 


