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ZHOU BEI ’12

STRIVING AND THRIVING: THE BULLIS 
EXPERIENCE FOR CHINESE STUDENTS

NEWS & EVENTSSPOTLIGHT CLASS NOTES BRAIN TEASERALUMNI

Zhou Bei 
has grown 
signifi cantly 
from the 
timid young 
man who 
arrived in 
America 
nine years 
ago. Now 
a business 
analyst 

for Capital One, Bei exudes 
confi dence and poise, attributing 
much of that to his experiences 
at Bullis. Bei connected with 
Bullis through an agent who 
assisted families with fi nding 
high schools in America. Bullis’ 
then Head of School, Tom 
Farquhar, met with Bei and his 
family on a visit to China and 
they were impressed with what 
they heard. Within months Bei 
was on his way to Potomac.

 “All I knew was once I got off  
the plane, my host family would 
be waiting for me,” he recalls. I 
was nervous about fi nding  my 
way through customs—it was 
a lot of unknown.” Bei’s nerves 
were immediately calmed when 
greeted by his host family, who 
he described as warm, kind and 
inviting. Having never traveled 
internationally, “the experience 
of leaving home to attend school 
in America was overwhelming 
at times, but exciting and full of 
new opportunities.”  

Bullis teachers helped 

Bei assimilate to his new 
environment. “One particular 
challenge was the diffi  culty of 
understanding the material in 
class, since I was not a native 
English speaker,” he says. 
“Mr. Foster was very patient, 
encouraging my participation 
in class and Mr. Chellman 
was a great ally, helping me 
learn English. He ensured I 
understood assignments and 
encouraged me to express my 
own ideas. Eventually, I realized 
that the grade is not always 
what’s most important, but 
rather my own improvement. 
This was a benefi cial lesson.” 

Teachers also advocated for 
Bei. “Ms. Darling helped me 
transfer to a more diffi  cult 
class, AP Calculus, because 
she knew it was the right 
fi t for me. His senior year, 
when Bei had completed 
all the regular math classes, 
Bullis arranged for Bei to 
take an independent study 
class through Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, along 
with Bullis math teacher Mr. 
Zimmer, who “was awesome. 
We studied together and he 
challenged me to grasp diffi  cult 
math concepts.” 

In addition to his academic 
work, Bei joined the jazz band 
and pit orchestra. Having played 
the euphonium for fi ve years in 
China, “I was used to making 
music,” he says, “so joining 

the band was comforting. I 
made a lot of friends and grew 
as a musician, participating 
in state music competitions 
and musicals such as Les 
Misérables— opportunities I 
likely would not have had in 
China.” 

The College Counseling offi  ce 
provided tremendous guidance 
during the application process. 
After being accepted to many 
colleges, Bei selected the 
University of Virginia, from 
which he graduated in May 2015, 
double majoring in economics 
and mathematics. “UVA is a 

Top left: Zhou Bei’s senior 
portrait from the 2012 
edition of Roll Call. Above: 
Bei outside the University 
of Virginia Chapel and right, 
joined by his parents at his 
2015 UVA graduation.

great school with an exceptional 
campus and completely diff erent 
environment than what we have 
in China,” he says. “The quality 
of the courses and opportunities 
are so much better—just like 
they are at Bullis. This is why 
many Chinese students strive to 
come to America—the education 
is outstanding.” 

Bei fondly refl ects on his time 
at Bullis, saying “the School 
provided a lot for me, including 
challenging courses and 
exceptional teachers. It’s a great 
environment for students to 
develop their personalities and 
explore new passions.”


