
World News 
Dubai Legoland  

By Nathan Chen 

Legoland opened on Halloween, 2016, in Jebel Ali, Dubai. It took 60 million 
Lego bricks and 15,000 Lego structures to build this theme park. 20 million 
of the Lego bricks went to Mini Land, where the company built models of 
famous landmarks in Dubai. The park is 3 million square feet in area, which 
would hold about 60 football fields! Surprisingly, Legoland Dubai is not fully 
owned by the Lego company. It is actually owned and operated by a British 
theme park company called Merlin Entertainments. This theme park has six 
areas; Adventure, Imagination, Kingdoms, Mini Land, City, and Factory. 
Legoland also has a water park, but you need another ticket to enter. The 
Dragon Coaster, Legoland Dubai’s biggest ride, is 16 meters high and 
reaches speeds of up to 60 kilometers per hour. I hope one day, I will have a 
chance to visit this fascinating park. 

Pollution to Diamonds in China 
By Jack Sandi 

Air pollution in China is a big problem. In 2015 in Beijing, China, schools 
were closed and outdoor construction projects were stopped due to bad air 
quality. It is estimated that air pollution causes 17% of deaths in China. 

Dutch designer and architect, Daan Roosegaarde may have a solution for China. Roosegaarde has 
created a 23 foot tall tower called Smog Free Tower to solve China’s air pollution problem. This 
works like a giant vacuum cleaner or air purifier. The architect says that it can clean 30,000 cubic 
meters of air in an hour. This means in 1.5 days a football stadium sized area can be cleaned. This 
has been tested already in Rotterdam and a Smog Free Tower was displayed in Beijing in September 
of 2016. The Tower uses ionizing technology. Once the air is inside the tower, the air particles are 
compressed and under high pressure are set in the resin to create jewelry, the same way as carbon is 
converted into diamonds after millions of years.  
Roosegaarde also created other things like dance floors that generate electricity and "glow in the 
dark" solar powered lighting for highways. This may solve the problem of creating clean air in China.  
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Siberian Snowballs 
By Alexis Ewing 

The people of Siberia have seen thousands of giant snowballs since late October. They have appeared 
in a quiet area, eleven miles off Russia’s Siberian coastline. The local people were amazed because 
the snowballs range from the size of tennis balls to three feet. 

This snowball awesomeness occurs sometimes in shallow waters of the northern seas. The ice forms a 
jelly looking like paste and is shaped by the wind before it turns into balls. This along with the 
coldness creates beautiful snowballs. The power and push of the water puts these balls near the sand 
and when waves come in, the snowballs stay on shore. Similar things have happened on the Gulf of 
Finland, Lake Michigan and central Idaho.  

The Discovery of a Dinosaur Brain! 
By Clay Narcisenfeld 

Around 10 years ago, a man who collected fossils found a small, brown lump on a beach in England. 
Now the scientists know that the 133 million year old lump is actually the brain of a dinosaur! They 
know it is a brain because the lump shows folds and wrinkles that look like a brain. The scientists 
think the brain is from a dinosaur that eats plants and was like a reptile. This is awesome because it 
is the first dinosaur brain that has ever been discovered! 

National News 
Preparation for the Inauguration 

By Alisha Schruefer  

The 2017 Inauguration is coming soon! On January 20, 2017, we will join the rest of our country as 
Americans swear in our 45th President of the United States of America. Donald John Trump will take 
the Oath of Office in Washington D.C. at the United States Capitol. Military personnel are doing 
everything they can to make sure the inauguration is safe and fun for everybody. In fact, they've been 
planning since October, when we didn't even know who our next president was going to be yet! 
It will be our 58th inauguration, despite the fact that we’ve had only 44 presidents. Can you guess 
why? Some presidents served two terms! There will be many more events in addition to the 
swearing-in ceremony; a parade, inaugural balls, a concert, a wreath-laying ceremony and more. 
Military bands will be playing during both the inauguration and the parade. (I bet they practiced a 
lot!)  

The day before the inauguration is the wreath-laying ceremony. Held at Arlington National Cemetery, 
President-Elect Trump and Mike Pence will lay wreaths paying respect and homage to American 
troops. That will be followed by a “Make America Great Again! Welcome Celebration” concert at the 
Lincoln Memorial.  

Then Friday, January 20, is the inauguration! After taking the Oath of Office before many dignitaries, 
including members of Congress and Supreme Court Justices, Mr. Trump will officially be President. 
Do you know that he will recite the oath while raising his right hand and placing his left hand on the 
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Bible? His wife will stand beside him, and the oath will be administered by a Justice of our highest 
court, the Supreme Court. These are the words that he will say in order to be sworn into the Office of 
the Presidency: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President 
of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution 
of the United States.” 

That evening and weekend, Donald Trump and his wife, Melania, will attend two inaugural balls 
before concluding the inauguration events with a national prayer service at Washington National 
Cathedral. Mr. Trump will also attend special celebratory dinners and other parties. For example, he 
plans to attend a ball honoring our troops and "First Responders." 

You can watch most of the swearing-in and parade on your TV at home, or, if you're lucky enough, 
you can attend one of the events in person! This inauguration, like every other Presidential 
inauguration previous to it, is a really big deal and will hopefully unite our country and keep us 
moving forward for the next four years! 

The Pilot 
By Anneke Lewis 

Have you ever gone to another country and wanted to talk with someone who could only speak a 
language you don’t understand? With "The Pilot," a new invention by Andrew Ochoa, you can 
understand other people even when they are talking in different languages. The kit costs $199 for a 
set of earpieces and the app. Each user puts in an earpiece and then uses the phone app which 
translates in real time for the listener as each person speaks. The earpiece blocks out other sounds so 
you can focus only on the person you are speaking with. It comes in 3 colors, red, black and white. 
Mr. Ochoa thought of the invention when he went on vacation and met a French girl. It was hard for 
them to communicate because she didn’t speak English very well. "The Pilot," which is available in 
five languages, is scheduled to come out in spring, 2017.  

Jeff Kinney. Author of Diary of A Wimpy Kid 
By Matthew Halle 

Jeff Kinney wrote the series of books, Diary of A Wimpy Kid. He has sold over 180 million copies and 
has become rich and famous. He recently went back to his elementary school to talk to the students. 
He told stories about doing silly things like wrapping himself in toilet paper in the pool bathroom 
because he was cold. He wrote about these stories in his books. Growing up, Kinney liked to read 
comic books. He even drew comics for the student newspaper in college. It is nice that he 
remembered his old school and came back to talk to the kids.  

Dakota Pipeline 
By Anneke Lewis 

All over the USA people are angry. A company, Energy Transfer Partners (ETP), wants to build a 
pipeline that will run from North Dakota through South Dakota and Iowa and then connect to a 
pipeline already in Illinois. A pipeline is a long tube that is usually underground, used for 
transporting oil, gas or other things over a long distance. In this case it would transport oil.  
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A local Native American tribe, the Standing Rock Sioux, is concerned that the pipeline will ruin 
sacred burial sites and pollute their main water source. ETP says that they will put in extra 
precautions against oil leaks. All was fine until early September when the Standing Rock Sioux said 
that ETP had bulldozed some of their sacred places. The project has been stop and go for a while. 
People are protesting that the pipe should not be built and they share the Native Americans worries. 
Many groups have been joining together and camping out near the building site. In early December, 
the Army Corps of Engineers decided on a compromise: the oil pipeline could be continued but it had 
to be rerouted to go around the Native Americans’ land. Still, some environmentalists don’t want the 
pipeline to be completed at all, and ETP is hoping the new President will support the pipeline. 

What do you think? Should the pipeline project be continued for people to be supplied with oil or are 
the environmental concerns enough to justify keeping it from being built?  

Disease Resistant Potatoes 
By Jack Sandi 

Potatoes can be affected by late blight disease and cause major health problems, even famine among 
people. Between 1845 and 1849, over a million people died in Ireland because there were not 
enough potatoes to eat and because the potatoes had late blight. To prevent such catastrophes, 
scientists have been working on genetically modified potatoes. This means that they are working on 
creating potatoes that will be stronger against diseases and insects. Scientists can do this by using 
DNA from other plants, viruses etc. The US Department of Agriculture decided to allow farmers to 
raise two new kinds of potatoes. These potatoes will not rot, stay on the shelves of supermarkets for 
a much longer time and they will not be affected by disease. There are some people and companies 
that will not agree to grow and sell genetically modified organisms (GMO), in this case potatoes. 
They believe that GMOs are not natural and harmful to our health because they are changed by 
scientists. On the other hand, these new potatoes can cut the amount of waste from bad potatoes. 
Also there won't be the need for chemicals like pesticides to protect potatoes from insects and 
disease. Which one would you buy at the grocery store, the new kind of potatoes that are stronger 
and resistant to disease or the regular/natural kind of potatoes? 

 Author Melissa Sweet has created a new 
biography about E.B White 

By Alexis Ewing 

This biography is in the form of a collage. It includes letters, family photos, journal entries and 
illustrations. Sweet named the biography, ’’Some Writer.’’ E.B White wrote three popular children's 
books, Stuart Little, Charlotte's Web, and The Trumpet Of The Swan. These books are still read around 
the world and loved by many children like me. Sweet uses colorful pictures to describe E.B White's 
life. She also uses funny stories on his career, life, and things he loves the most. Sweet was also able 
to get permission from White’s granddaughter to get old photographs to really make her book 
different than others. It took Sweet three years to complete this book and she describes writing this 
biography as an “exciting challenge!” 
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Concussions 
By Dilan Mendiratta 

Concussions are very bad. Concussions can temporarily change the way your brain works. The bone 
of your skull protects your brain. If someone's head gets hit hard enough, the brain can shift inside of 
the skull and knock against the bony surface of the skull. Parents most likely won't know that you 
have a concussion so that is why you should see a doctor. Some of the symptoms of a concussion are 
blurry vision, trouble walking, and slurred speech. There is also a chance of vomiting and dizziness. 
If you think you have a concussion you should stop playing or practicing right away and get checked 
out by a doctor before returning to practice or the game. If you want to take a step to preventing a 
concussion, make sure to wear a helmet. Some good news is that most kids get better after a 
concussion and return to all their normal activities including school and sports. 

Interviews 
Dr. Boarman and the Discovery Center 

By Drake Arnold 

Why did you decide to have a “Discovery Center?” 
The Board of Directors and community members wanted to create a building that was 21st century in 
terms of the technology in it and the opportunity for the students to learn. 

When will it be finished? Are they still on schedule? 
The building is running three weeks ahead of schedule. It’s going to be finished on June 22, 2017. 

How many bathrooms will it have?  
There will be a large bathroom on the first floor with 7 sinks, hand dryers and toilets. On the second 
floor there are seven more sinks, hand dryers and toilets. The second and third floors will have 
private bathrooms for students and faculty to use.  

Will students be able to buy food there? What will be sold? 
Yes, there will be food sold at the new building. It’s going to be a cafe Grab and Go selection, kind of 
like 7-11. The menu will include sandwiches, soda and ice cream. There will be two or three people 
working there behind the counter to cook. The menu will be the staples that you could get anywhere 
else. It will be open from 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 
What classes will move into the building? 
Some of the math and science classes will be moved to the new building. There will be a Studio 
Theater which is an Arts Center. All of the Lower School will have their plays there. The Studio 
Theater will hold about 235 people. 
A huge thank you to Dr. Boarman for his time during this interview. It was very nice speaking with 
him and learning about the Discovery Center.  
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Club Interviews 
By Samantha Pepper 

Mindfulness:  
Mrs. Kohan 

Why did you decide to start 
this club? 
I decided to make my club so 
kids could learn to relax 
during stressful moments. 

What did you do to make this 
happen? 
I volunteered to do the 
mindfulness club and all the 
teachers agreed. 
How do you decide what to do 
in your club? 
Ms. Woolf and I get together 
and collaborate on what we 
will do. 

H o w d o y o u t h i n k y o u 
persuaded people to join your 
club when you introduced it? 
I think I persuaded people to 
join by teaching them to relax 
in stressful situations. 

How long have you known how 
to teach mindfulness? 
I have known mindfulness for 
six years, but this is my first 
time teaching it.  

Community Service: 
Mrs. Strickler 

Why did you decide to have 
this club? 
I decided to make my club 
because I love helping kids 
and there are a lot of kids that 
need our help. 
How did you get your club to 
be one? 
Mrs. Andreadis was marketing 
clubs and I had done some 
paramedic work and I wanted 
to put it into use again. 
How do you decide what to do 
in your club? 
I asked Comfort Cases what 
they needed and organized 
activities to get what they 
wanted. 
H o w d o y o u t h i n k y o u 
persuaded people to join your 
club when you introduced it? 
I thought it was easy to 
persuade people to join my 
club because kids love to help 
other kids. 

Did you ever host a charity 
event? 
I have not hosted a charity 
event but I have gone to many 
charity events. 

Chess:  
Mr. Walter 

Why did you decide to start 
your club? 
I chose to lead my club 
because chess is fun and 
r e q u i r e s m a t h e m a t i c a l 
reasoning. 
How did you start the chess 
club? 
When the teachers were 
making clubs I volunteered to 
do chess. 

How do you decide what to do 
in your club? 
Just play chess - that is what 
it is about. 

H o w d o y o u t h i n k y o u 
persuaded people to join your 
club? 
I didn't try to persuade people 
to join my club; people just 
like chess. 

Did you have to learn any 
chess before you started the 
club? 
I just needed to learn the 
basics and where the pieces 
go.  

Thanks to Mr. Walter, Mrs. Strickler, and Mrs. Kohan for their time.  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Ms. Woolf 
By Clay Narcisenfeld 

What made you decide to be a school counselor? 
I wanted to give back the way my school counselors and advisors did for me. I also wanted to be a 
part of making school a happy, positive place for all students. 

Where did you work before Bullis and what made you decide to come here? 
I worked at Berman Hebrew Academy most recently. Bullis has a great community and that attracted 
me to it. 
Is working at Bullis a lot different than where you worked before? 
At my previous school, students learned both in Hebrew and English, which is very different.  
Can you give me an example to explain why working at Bullis is so different? 

As I mentioned, the dual curriculum at Berman was different. There was also a religious affiliation at 
Berman, unlike here. Bullis is much more diverse! 

What do you like most about being a school counselor? 
Supporting students on their path, seeing students grow and become caring members of our 
community is what I love about my job. 
Can you give an example of a situation that was very hard for you to work out with students? 
It’s always hard to see students be unkind to each other, but the students at Bullis always learn from 
their mistakes and grow! 

Reviews 
Book Review: Ten Good and Bad Things About 

My Life (So Far) by Ann Martin  
Reviewed by Alisha Schruefer 

Ten Good and Bad Things About My Life (So Far) is the diary of Pearl Littlefield. Pearl has one big 
sister (Lexie) who is 14, a mom and a dad, plus a cat named Bitey. At the beginning of the book, 
Pearl’s teacher, Ms. Brody, asks her students to write a story about their summer vacation. Pearl has a 
very complicated one. First, her family and her grandpa, Daddy Bo, plan to go to the Wild West, but 
when Pearl’s dad gets fired, the trip is canceled. Since her father is fired, she only ends up with a tiny 
10th birthday dinner at Ollie’s, a diner. Thinking about Lexie’s 13th birthday at The Hard Rock Café 
and comparing the two, Pearl decides her own birthday is awful. She remembers going to the day 
camp for girls called Camp Merrimac in New Jersey and her scrapbook where she starts recording 
everything that happens. Besides her dad being fired, another big problem is when she loses her best 
friend, James Brubaker the III (JBIII) when they get into a fight about Pearl being bossy. Luckily, 
Pearl gains her friend back, and together they start a business decorating postcards. I think it's really 
cool, because for my 5th Grade "Entrepreneur Fair," I did something similar: I made Positivity Cards! 
If you're looking for a good book to read, read all about Pearl’s summer in this amazing book! 

I like this book because it's written in one of my favorite styles, a diary. It’s a life-changing book 
sprinkled with humor, and it's perfect for people who love amazing stories. I chose it one day when I 
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was looking for a good book to read, and once I read the description, I knew that it was the perfect 
book for me! I recommend this book for people who have a good sense of humor and like funny 
books, curious people who want to know everything about a particular 
event, and warm-hearted, sometimes sassy people just like Pearl. I give it 
five out of five Bulldogs, because it's the perfect book to read! 

Sports 
Wizards  

By Dilan Mendiratta 

The Wizards, the DC professional basketball team, are doing pretty well this season. The Wizards 
started out at 3 wins and 9 losses and are now at 15 wins and 16 losses. Ever since the Wizards were 
3 wins and 9 losses, they have been doing better. They are third in their division right now. Last night 
they faced the Indiana Pacers and one of their best players on the team, named Bradley Beal, got 
injured and sprained his ankle. Since Bradley Beal got injured, John Wall had to lead his team to 
victory. Let's see what the Wizards will do in the rest of the season. 

Update: The Wizards faced the Houston Rockets and lost in early January Their next game was 
against the Dallas Mavericks, January 3rd where they lost. As of January 17th, their current record is 
22 wins and 19 losses. 

Washington Capitals 2016-2017 Season 
By Matthew Halle 

The Washington Capitals season is off to a good start. They are playing in a division with a lot of 
good teams. The Capitals are in 6th place in the league and 3rd place in their division. Their record is 
23 wins, 9 losses and 5 overtime games. Every team plays a total of 82 games in a season.  
If the Capitals continue to play well, they will make it to the playoffs. Alex Ovechkin has not had a 
good season so far and the goalies need to protect the goal. The challenge the Capitals face is the 
same as every season, can they win their games in the playoffs? Last year the Capitals were the best 
team in the league for the season but only went to the second round of the playoffs. 
Alex Ovechkin and Nicklas Backstrom are the team leaders. Ovechkin is captain and has 17 goals this 
season as of early January. Backstrom is assistant captain and has 9 goals this season. If they 
continue to play well and work hard on the ice, they can lead the Washington Capitals to a Stanley 
Cup Championship this season.  
Update: As of January 19th, the Capitals are 44-29-9-6. They are in second place in their division.  
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Opinions & Editorials 
Maryland Public Schools Opening After Labor 

Day  
By Nathan Chen 

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan has signed the law to order Maryland public schools to start after 
Labor Day beginning in 2017. In order to do this, schools will have to cut holidays that are not 
required by law, such as Presidents Day. Hogan said the latest day to end school will be June 15th. 
I think Governor Hogan made the right decision. Families will get to spend more time at the beach 
without being too hot. This will also save energy by not wasting too much air conditioning. Most 
parents do not need to work on Labor Day. Families will have a three day weekend for a short trip if 
school resumes after Labor Day. It is also fairer to the public school kids to enjoy the extra break days 
just like the private school kids do. Other than that, businesses such as water parks and souvenir 
stores at beaches will improve economically with more summer activities. Let’s all enjoy a longer 
summer!! 

School Uniforms  
By Samantha Pepper 

Do you like to wear a school uniform? I personally love not having to figure out what to wear in the 
morning. I also like how everybody looks the same and is in unison. It’s like having one big family. 
Wearing a school uniform is good because it doesn’t distract from learning. If you get to wear what 
you want, people could focus more on your outfit than on learning. It can also cause competition 
between students. People might think they need a better outfit because someone else has one. 
Uniforms will eliminate competition among students and won’t cause a distraction. If you want to 
express your own style, you can do that with your hair, your nails or your shoes. I believe that our 
Bullis uniforms "rock" - plus I am sure your parents love it.  

Kindergarten and 1st Grade Joining Bullis 
By Elizabeth Martin 

Next school year, 2017-2018, kindergarten and 1st Grade will be joining Bullis. In my opinion I think 
it is a great idea because Bullis will finally have every grade level. You may be wondering where they 
are going to go. Well, since the new Discovery Center will be done by next school year, Mr. Walter 
and Ms. Henry (the 8th grade science teacher) will move to the Discovery Center. That means the 
kindergarten and 1st grade classrooms will replace the science rooms. There will only be one class 
for both grades because they do not know how many kindergarten and first grade students will come 
and space may be limited. Bullis workers will have to redo both classrooms to make them friendlier 
to younger kids. These kids will not have chorus and band/strings but they will have some acting and 
movement classes which will make it more fun and a time to learn new skills. In all, I think this is a 
great addition to Bullis and our community.  
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Holiday Photos  
By Drake Arnold
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