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JOSH BASILE ’03

INSPIRING TRIUMPH FROM TRAGEDY
Josh Basile’s days at Bullis 
were fi lled with classes, sports, 
arts and fun. His life changed 
forever though, when, in 2004, 
an ocean wave slammed into 
him during a beach vacation, 
leading to a shattered neck and 
life as a quadriplegic. Not letting 
his injury quell his spirit, Josh 
now defi nes himself as a lawyer, 
inventor and philanthropist. 

A year after his injury, while 
adjusting to his new reality, 
Josh co-founded with former 
Bullis teacher Jane Altshuler the 
Determined2Heal Foundation, 
which helps those aff ected by 
spinal cord injuries transition 
productively into life with 
paralysis. Josh and Ms. Altshuler 
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Josh Basile’s senior 
portrait from the 
2003 Roll Call. 

Josh analyzes the shot as caregiver Joe Lopez prepares to release the Pendulum Putter.

“slingshot golf” in which a 
player uses a slingshot to hit 
longer shots and advance the ball 
toward the green. The Pendulum 
Putter is put to use once on the 
green. Working with a caddie 
for the physical use of the putter 
and a protractor to measure, Josh 
analyzes each shot, assessing if 
 the putt is uphill or downhill and 
the amount of left or right break. 
He then determines the power 
needed to get the ball into the 
hole. 

“I love everything about 
slingshot golf and the putter,” 
says Josh. “I can be on the course 
and compete with friends. A 
big part of the game for me was 
always the mental mathematical 
component of assessing each 
shot. I always enjoyed math and 
this is an extension of that.”

While Josh’s injury limited him 
physically, he strengthened his 
mind and pursued a law degree 
so he could fi ght for others 
catastrophically injured. In 2013 
Josh graduated magna cum 
laude from the David A. Clarke 
School of Law at the University 
of the District of Columbia 
and is currently a medical 
malpractice attorney at Jack 
H. Olender and Associates in 
Washington, D.C.

“The injury forced me to refocus 
my life and change some goals,” 
says Josh. “There’s so much life 
to live and I’m truly excited to 
wake up and go after each day.”

reconnected following his 
injury, when she would visit 
him during in-patient therapy, 
and the two discussed ways they 
could give back to others with 
spinal cord injuries. 

An avid lover of golf, Josh 
played frequently before his 
accident. After, he returned to 
the course relatively quickly, but 
as a spectator. “I still enjoyed 
the mental game of golf,” 
he recalls, “I just lacked the 
physical movement.” Years later, 
Josh dreamt about a device that 
would allow people with physical 
limitations to putt a golf ball 
with precision. The following 
day, Josh and his caregiver 
tinkered with making such a 

device, and the Pendulum Putter 
was born. 

The result was an adapted 
putter that swung, albeit wobbly 
and inconsistently. Two more 
versions to improve the device 
followed. Josh now has two 
patents on the putter—one for 
a gravity powered golf swinging 
device and one for the use of 
a protractor to calibrate and 
determine the power of the 
swing. He is currently testing 
the Pendulum Putter and 
creating a mass producible 
design, which he hopes to soon 
make available to the public.

In order to compete again on 
the entire golf course and not 
just the greens, Josh also created 


