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ALUMNA TAKES INVALUABLE LEAP 
AND STARTS HER OWN LAW FIRM

JESSICA REDDICK ’00

Not many lawyers decide over 
Twitter they’re going to start 
their own fi rms, but for Jessica 
Reddick and her partners, that’s 
exactly what happened. “My 
friend Yondi tweeted out one 
day, ‘I just need to start my 
own fi rm.’” Yondi and Jessica’s 
mutual friend Keli replied back 
“Let’s talk about that,” and the 
women were on their way down 
a path that would result in KMR 
Law Group, a boutique law fi rm 
in Chicago where each attorney 
brings her own experience to 
a fi rm that serves a variety of 
areas, including tax assessment, 
entertainment, commercial 
and residential real estate 
transactions and estate planning. 

The initial meetings between 

the three founding partners took 
place in 2011 and included a full 
year of research and connecting 
with other attorneys who had 
started their own practices. The 
trio left their jobs and gathered 
advice from website developers, 
tax consultants and other 
industry people. “We know that 
most people in our fi eld are 
older and/or male,” Jessica said. 
“As three young women, we 
wanted to be sure that we were 
very strategic and smart about 
how we presented ourselves.”

By September 2012, the fi rm 
opened and Jessica, Keli and 
Yondi hit the ground running. 
The women focused on specifi c 
practice areas—Jessica and 
Keli together on corporate and 

real estate, Keli on property tax 
law, and Jessica and Yondi on 
entertainment law. The partners 
sent electronic blasts to everyone 
they knew announcing their new 
endeavor, and joined selective 
industry professional groups 
to spread the word and soon, 
they had their fi rst two clients. 
In addition, after a request to 
provide six months of legal work 
for a larger fi rm, KMR Legal 
Staffi  ng was born. The three did 
not feel they were taking on too 
much too quickly; they saw an 
industry need and jumped on 
the opportunity to incorporate 
it into their brand. The results 
have defi nitely been worth it. 

Jessica’s personal journey prior 
to this point, though, included 

other fi elds, and in fact, she 
says she never intended to be 
a lawyer. “At Bullis, I enjoyed 
English with Mr. Hibbs. He 
was an excellent teacher who 
encouraged a love for reading. 
I was also always really into 
math—I liked its certainty as 
well as the fact that complicated 
problems can really show you 
how to think. These are all 
things that ultimately helped me 
become a better critical thinker 
and lawyer.” 

After Bullis, Jessica attended 
Haverford College, where 
her appreciation of complex 
thinking led to a degree in 
sociology. Upon graduation in 
2004, Jessica landed a position 
with Morgan Stanley, which 
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allowed her to utilize her love 
of math, but ultimately, she 
says, the job was not for her. 
She left after one year to work 
with her father in real estate in 
Washington, D.C., where he was 
chief of real estate for the D.C. 
Government. Shortly after, they 
left so her father could start his 
own commercial and residential 
real estate development fi rm. “I 
learned so much from working 
with my dad, which has served 
me well in life. He’s incredibly 
entrepreneurial and not afraid to 
take risks.” 

Also not afraid to take a risk, 
Jessica left real estate to try 
paralegal work for a large law 
fi rm. She discovered she had 
a natural legal mind which fi t 
her inquisitive nature. Jessica 
applied to law school and 
attended Loyola University 
in Chicago, from which she 
graduated in 2010. During 
one summer break from law 
school, she worked for the legal 
counsel for a bank that focused 
on real estate development 
(combining her passions for 
math and real estate made this 
a great fi t). Other summers, she 
worked for a nonprofi t created 
to assist the mayor of Chicago 
handle the foreclosure crisis 
in the city. Jessica stayed on 
after graduation and gained 
invaluable experience working 
as a real estate attorney there for 
fi ve years.

In her true “go-getter” fashion, 
Jessica remained at the 
nonprofi t until December 
2014, while KMR Law Group 
had already opened its doors. 
“I handled both jobs full time 
for two years,” Jessica says. “I 
was committed to the work I 
was doing with the mayor and 
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JESSICA’S ADVICE: “GO FOR IT! IT WAS SCARY 
TO START MY OWN FIRM AND WORRY ABOUT 
WHETHER OR NOT I’D SUCCEED, BUT IF I 
HADN’T TRIED, I WOULDN’T HAVE REACHED 
THE PEAK I’M AT. THERE AREN’T THAT MANY 
CHANCES IN LIFE TO REALLY DO WHAT YOU 
WANT ON YOUR OWN TERMS. I WOULDN’T 
CHANGE A THING.”

wanted to see it through.” 

Today, KMR Law Group has 
made its mark on the industry as 
the fi rst black female-owned law 
fi rm on record in Chicago. The 
focus on their individual and 
collective strengths in marketing 
their services is certainly 
working and their use of social 
media as a means of promoting 
themselves is quite unique in 
an industry that is centuries old. 
They have a strong presence on 
social media and often text with 
their clients. Jessica says that 
people just “get them and seem 
to appreciate their fresh take on 
how to conduct business.” 

Jessica’s advice to those 
considering a change or a risk? 
“Go for it! It was scary to start 
my own fi rm and worry about 
whether or not I’d succeed, but 
if I hadn’t tried, I wouldn’t have 
reached the peak I’m at. There 
aren’t that many chances in 
life to really do what you want, 
on your own terms. I wouldn’t 
change a thing.”


