
Alumnus credits Bullis with setting him on the path to achieving 
his life’s goals.
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Nick Markoff is a former Naval officer, 

teacher, coach, and most recently, “Chief” 

at Calleva, an outdoor adventure camp in 

Poolesville, Maryland. His connection to 

Bullis spans more than 50 years.

Q: How did your relationship with Bullis 

start?

A: I was a post-graduate student at Bullis 

in 1959, after graduating high school in 

Pennsylvania. I received scholarships to 

play Division 1 football, but felt something 

was missing. I was never challenged 

academically, I didn’t know how to study 

and I wanted to ensure that I had a sound 

academic background before pursuing 

the next phase of my life. My dream was 

to attend the Naval Academy and there 

was no better platform to launch my two 

desires than to attend Bullis. 

Q: What did your time at Bullis mean to 

you? 

A: I immediately felt at home when we 

arrived at the Silver Spring campus. 

The warmth of my classmates, coaches 

and teachers affirmed my decision to 

defer college for a year. I received a 

fantastic Bullis education and learned 

to be competitive and to value good 

sportsmanship. Bullis taught us to 

become one in purpose—in the classroom 

and on the athletic field. The involvement 

of coaches and teachers at that time in 

my life was just what I needed. I had the 

academic ‘awakening’ I sought and was 

successful, both in the classroom and 

on the football and baseball fields, under 

Coach Bob Hayes. Without Bullis, truly, I 

would not be where I am today. 

Q: What did you do after graduation?

A: I attended the Naval Academy and 

played football all four years. In my 

final season, I played with future Hall of 

Fame quarterback, and Naval Academy 

star, Roger Staubach. We played for the 

national championship in the Cotton 

Bowl. I also held a Naval Academy record 

for 36 years for catching the longest 

forward pass in the annual Army/Navy 

game!

 After graduating, I was a Naval Air carrier 

jet pilot for single engine planes for eight 

years. Then I turned to teaching and 

coaching but continued to serve in the 

Reserves for 20 years and retired as a 

Captain. 

I gave up my active duty flying career to 

become a teacher and a coach at Bullis 

in 1971. I taught Upper School math and 

served as assistant football coach under 

Bob Hayes. Working at Bullis meant a 

great deal to me because I always believed 

Bullis was instrumental in my life by 

making so many things possible for me: 

attending the Naval Academy, becoming a 

jet pilot, providing the opportunity to meet 
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my wife and giving me the path to settle in 

Maryland. 

In 1974, I was offered an opportunity 

to start an athletics program at Maret 

School, where I stayed for 29 years. But 

my heart has always remained at Bullis.

Q: How did you transition into the camp 

business? 

A: When Mary and I made the decision 

to retire from the Navy, we wanted to 

settle in the area, become educators and 

help her family continue to run Valley Mill 

Camp, a summer camp they owned in 

Germantown, Maryland. Just before her 

parents retired, we took over Valley Mill 

and I fell in love with the camp business. 

It was also ideal because I could coach 

and teach at Bullis and later Maret during 

the school year, run Valley Mill in the 

summer and continue to fly with the Naval 

Reserves. We later sold Valley Mill and 

turned our attention to a new adventure. 

In 1992, my sons decided to start their 

own camp called Calleva. Mary and I were 

(and continue to be) on hand for anything 

the boys needed. It’s a joy to watch our 

love of the outdoors transferred to our 

sons.

Q: How would you describe Calleva today?

A: Calleva means “where the paths 

cross” and our mission is to get people 

of all ages outdoors, providing an 

educational and challenging environment 

that promotes personal growth, group 

cooperation and leadership skills through 

outdoor activities. We’re known as an 

innovator in outdoor education, with over 

100 school and community partners in the 

D.C. metropolitan area. Bullis was the first 

school Calleva partnered with for outdoor 

education during the school year and it 

continues to send students each year 

for experiential education. I am eternally 

grateful for the 20-year relationship 

between Bullis and Calleva.

From left, 1960 yearbook photos of Nick Markoff;  Nick with Mary, his wife of 46 years; Nick and Mary Markoff surrounded 
by their five children and 19 grandchildren.

Q: What is your role at Calleva? 

A: When we started Calleva in 1992, it 

was a labor of love between my wife, our 

three sons, Nick, Alex and Matt and me. 

We also have twin daughters Natalie and 

Monica. Today, I am known as ‘Chief’ to 

the Calleva staff and campers, but it’s run 

by my boys who are doing a fantastic job. I 

am very proud of them and of Calleva.

Bullis Magazine also spoke with Alex 

Markoff about his father: 

“Chief is an incredibly hardworking 

and passionate family man, who 

always puts the needs of his family 

first. He simply loves life and is a 

fantastic role model for me, my 

brothers and sisters, and our Calleva 

staff. His work ethic, drive, and 

tenacity are unlike anything I have 

seen from anyone. He never stops 

and is up for anything—always!


