
Self-proclaimed pop culture devotée Lisa Sugar turned a fun hobby  

into a successful business.

Success Pops for Lisa Grimaldi Sugar ’94
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Like many people, Lisa Sugar ’94 loves 

pop culture. She did more than just 

observe, converting a hobby into a full-

time career for herself and her husband. It 

all started with a blog.

After graduating from George Washington 

University, Lisa moved to New York City 

to begin a career in advertising. Soon 

after Lisa and her husband married, they 

headed to San Francisco in December 

1999. While enjoying her work, she was 

also an ardent follower of pop culture 

news, including movies, celebrities, and 

fashion. In March 2005, she launched 

her own blog, PopSugar.com, to share 

stories, reviews and photos. “My intention 

was to create a fun, safe and girl-friendly 

environment. I didn’t want it to be snarky,” 

says Sugar. Almost immediately, she 

attracted a community of readers who 

appreciated her perspective, and the 

number of site visitors quickly began to 

grow. 

Lisa’s husband Brian Sugar has an 

extensive background in technology and 

launching online retail sites, and seeing 

an opportunity he encouraged her to 

expand the blog. “The idea was to create a 

one-stop shop,” recalls Lisa, “that would 

include everything in PopSugar along 

with news on food, fi tness, parenting 

and more, using the same approach.” 

In November 2005, she quit her job 

to focus on this new venture full time. 

By the following spring, the company 

PopSugar was established with a team of 

six founding members. Two months later, 

on the fi rst day of technology training for 

the team, Lisa’s fi rst daughter, Katie, was 

born. 

Lisa and Brian expanded PopSugar by 

launching a series of related sites, each 

of which focuses on a specifi c topic. 

FabSugar tackled fashion, BellaSugar 

focuses on beauty, YumSugar on food, and 

so on. In all, 16 sites were created, each 

of which contained content specifi c to the 

topic, along with “a community behind it 

of readers and visitors, fan groups, as well 

as people who added their own content to 

the site,” Lisa explains.

Today PopSugar employs more than 150 

employees and is rapidly growing. With 

headquarters in San Francisco, PopSugar 

also has satellite offi ces in Los Angeles, 

New York and the United Kingdom. 

Content is also international in Australia, 

Japan, France and Germany. The company 

has added advertising, video production, 

a Facebook game and many other features 

that continue to enhance the Sugars’ 

initial one-stop shopping model and 

provide new revenue streams. 

Lisa’s pace is fast and non-stop. Second 

daughter, Juliette, was born in fall 2009, 

and Lisa juggles work and family with 

alumni profi le



“Be open to what 

you can’t predict. 

Don’t plan too 

much. Adapt to what 

comes your way, and 

soak it all in.”

–Lisa Sugar
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fi nesse and enthusiasm. “Every day we’re 

amazed at how the business has grown. 

I don’t write as much as I used to, but 

I’ve learned so much over the past few 

years in management and working across 

departments. I’m learning how to juggle 

the need to plan ahead with the need to 

focus on what’s in front of me right now.”

Friends of Lisa from her Bullis days will 

undoubtedly recognize her positive spirit 

and energy. “I was a happy student and 

voted most likely to come back and 

teach at Bullis,” laughs Lisa. “And I’m 

now probably among those alums who 

are farthest away.” An avid Bullis soccer 

player, Lisa fondly recalls Homecoming 

and dances, along with Doug London’s 

English classes and history teacher Bill 

White. Her graduating class had only 50 

students, an unusually small number that 

made for a close group of classmates. 

Even though she stayed near her home 

for college, Lisa recommends that today’s 

graduates move away at some point. “It 

was great for me to go to New York and 

San Francisco. There’s so much out there 

to discover.” 

Looking back, Lisa remembers Bullis 

fondly, and encourages students 

to balance any stress they feel with 

perspective: “Enjoy your days at Bullis—

learn from your teachers, have fun with 

your friends and fi gure out what you’re 

interested in. But remember that high 

school is just the beginning. There’s so 

much to come after high school. Be open 

to what you can’t predict. Don’t plan too 

much. Adapt to what comes your way, and 

soak it all in.” 

Lisa Sugar seems to have done all that 

and more.

From left, Lisa Sugar’s senior yearbook photo, a current company photo and 
Lisa with her daughters Juliette and Katie.
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