
Developing from serious student to passionate lifelong learner, 

Dr. Burton Katzen shares stories dating back to his years at Bullis 

and highlights the School’s role during his formative academic 

years.
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Burton Katzen ’65 was sitting in his kitch-

en one day in 2000 when the phone rang. 

“Bur-ton,” a sonorous voice reverberated 

through the receiver, and in an instant 

he knew who it was. “That’s a voice you 

don’t forget, even after not hearing it for 35 

years,” says Katzen, recalling that fund-

raising call from longtime Middle School 

principal, British-born John Spencer. “And 

you didn’t say ‘no’ to Mr. Spencer.” Fortu-

nately, with his experience on The Temple 

University School of Podiatric Medicine 

alumni board, Burton was eager to agree 

to serve on the Bullis alumni board.

Burton describes himself as the rare teen-

ager who had an appreciation for the value 

of a Bullis education. “I resented the de-

mands but I knew it was good for me,” he 

says. After spending 7th-9th grade at Bullis 

he begged his parents for permission to 

transfer to public school, a request they 

granted. Within one month they all knew 

it was a mistake. Besides benefi ting from 

Bullis’ structure, even his grades were bet-

ter under the more stringent system. “I’m 

proof of what Bullis did for someone,” 

Burton emphasizes. After graduation, 

pre-med study at The George Washing-

ton University led to early acceptance to 

Temple University’s podiatry school. “I 

would never have made it through the rug-

ged GWU curriculum so well without the 

preparation of a Bullis education.”

During the Bullis years, “I must have set 

the world record for detention hours,” 

quips Katzen. He was so frequently re-

quired to report for Saturday and Sunday 

study hall detention, that Katzen had 

duped his parents into believing he was 

in a bowling league all year long. “After 

detention sessions my practice was to run 

up to the Silver Spring bowling alley where 

they picked me up,” he laughs today.

Burton remembers that it has often been 

said, “If you remember the ’60s, you 

weren’t there.” While he remembers a 

few students protesting in the streets and 

burning draft cards, he remembers the 

’60s very well with time devoted to athlet-

ics, studying and preparation for multiple 

attempts to raise his English SAT scores.

While most of Burton’s contemporaries 

were into British music, he preferred 

Memphis and Motown soul. He has 

continued to be a fan of Southern Blues 

music and makes annual trips to the New 

Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival. 

As the Naval Academy’s “little brother 

school,” students traditionally attended 

alumni profi le
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Bullis prep team versus Naval Academy 

Plebe team football games. “My senior 

year was the only time we beat the Naval 

Academy in football,” recounts Burton 

with pride. His own game was baseball, 

where a slight frame and good arm made 

for a strong pitcher. He also played tennis 

and served as sports editor for the year-

book and newspaper. In subsequent years 

Burton stayed active in baseball, coaching 

American Legion Baseball Post #105 for 

eight years and sending the majority of his 

players to play on the collegiate level.

While some students attended Bullis for 

only one year, Burton was part of a core 

group of 20 students, many of whom lost 

contact somewhere along the way. At a 

reunion fi ve years ago he reconnected with 

emergency room doctor Mike Bresler ’64, 

with whom he has bonded through lively 

political debates. 

Today’s Bullis, with its balance of aca-

demics, athletics and the arts, contrasts 

sharply with those early years when “Bullis 

really had only one type of student, and if 

you weren’t into athletics, this wasn’t the 

place for you,” says Burton. Though he 

thrived under the all-male, quasi-military 

system, Burton had no designs on a mili-

tary career, intending to continue the fam-

ily legacy by following his father into the 

medical fi eld. A passionate lifelong learner, 

Katzen is drawn to podiatry’s diversity 

with its inclusion of pediatrics, diabetics, 

wound care and surgery, all within one 

discipline.

Although his favorite Bullis classes were 

science and math, “all the things I used 

to not be interested in I love now,” he 

says, such as Revolutionary and Civil War 

history. Burton advises today’s students to 

prepare for the global economy by study-

ing a foreign language and to take full ad-

vantage of every opportunity for learning, 

because the mind works so much better 

at a young age. “The fi rst time I truly loved 

learning for its own sake was in podiatry 

school, but it’s so much better now,” he 

acknowledges, “when I don’t have to take 

a test in it.”

From left, Dr. Burton Katzen in his offi ce today; his 1965 yearbook portrait; with other 
varsity pitchers, limbering up during practice (center of photo).
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