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Commencement: Just the Beginning

The last days of school are fun for all, and a bit melancholy for me. Saying goodbye to 

our seniors and watching them head off on their paths reminds me of the speed with 

which time marches on and the inevitability of children growing up before our eyes. Yet 

graduation is also a beginning, full of promise for our students of what’s to come in 

college and beyond. And I’m confident that Bullis has prepared them well to succeed 

and make the most of every experience they encounter.

The Bullis mission is to prepare all students to become caring citizens and creative, 

critical thinkers who will thrive in tomorrow’s world. We seek to instill in our students, 

through our program, values of integrity, respect, diversity, service and responsibility. 

Our vision is to develop global leaders who embrace challenge, exhibit strong character 

and cultivate community. 

So a Bullis education is much more than assignments and grades, assessments and 

due dates. We continually strive to instill confidence and awareness, sensitivity and 

openness in our students, and the caliber of the Class of 2012 confirms just how well 

we are doing this. The addresses of our two student speakers at Commencement, 

Lauren Keane and Cami Uechi, both spoke to this class’s accomplishments, tenacity, 

curiosity, mutual support and respect, community service and openness to learning in 

and out of the classroom. I could not be more proud, and know that like all graduating 

classes, they have set a high bar for the students who will follow them in the years to 

come. 

Our alumni also remind me of the depth and range of our graduates. They attend 

challenging and notable colleges and universities, and are engaging in careers and 

service that inspire and amaze me. Some of their stories are in this magazine, and we 

are always so glad to hear from everyone about what they’re doing and how they’re 

taking the strong foundation of their Bullis education to the next level. 

I’m so pleased to see the growing connections we’re forging with more and more 

alumni through our reunions, golf tournament and other events throughout the year. 

It's also great when individual alums take the time to stop by the campus or send a 

quick email. Your news is always welcome, and serves as great inspiration for today’s 

classes. So please keep in touch! 

head’s perspective
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Class of 2012

Alexandra Potter Adler
Ivanhoe Chadwick Aggrey
Ashlee Bree Alpeter
Wiam Mohamed Said Al-Rawahi
Saman Bahadorie
Brian Nathaniel Bank
Adrienne Gail Barlia
Marlana Alexis Barnard
Trisha Janette Barton
Jeffrey Martin Bass
Kylor Riis Bellistri
Alexandra Elizabeth Blair
Nicholas Alexander Bowie
Julia Moore Brady
Michael Cian Brennan
John Michael Brundred
Cameron David Buck
Dionne Sharon Buck

Katharine Finneran Calder
Daniele Marie Cohen
Anthony Carlo Cabrini Cosimano
Madeline Elizabeth Dahut
Aurian Darvishi
Jacob Lance Dickstein
Kayvan Fallah
Jackson Miles Fatheree
George Bryan Figueroa
Nicholas Gavin Fisher
Alexander M. Fishman
Lucas Fernandes Da Fonseca
Jenna Leigh Franklin
Evan Marks Fried
Jordan Kyle Friedlander
Celeste Anna Funger
Louis Peter Gaertner
Kevin Gibney Gentzel

Geoffrey Glenn Gibson
Lindsay Nicole Golden
Tasja Ashoni Gray
Aidan Daniel Hadley
Keon  Hashemi
Joseph Arthur Hazel
James Alexander O'Neal Henderson, III
Kane Francis Herrick
Abigail Stanton Hester
Kenna Michelle Hinton
Olivia Jordan Holmes
Taylor Chenyere Jenkins
Kevin Dexter Jones, Jr.
Nia Michelle Joynes
Samm William Kacimi
Alexandra Patricia Kay
Lauren Marie Keane
Isabelle L'Hommedieu King
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Class of 2012

Kevin James Kunkle
Mollie Alyssa Leinson
Reginald Malik Lesesne
RuiQi Li
Faye Loghman-Adham
Nicholas Edward Mars
Margot Monique McKelvie
Joelle Marie Meriwether
Molly Elizabeth Morris
Jazmine JoeNay Newton
Davis James Nordeen
Mary Virginia O’Connor
Matthew William Opsahl
Eric Kai Pan
Rachel Leah Perelman
Christian Tyrell Perry
Jordan Matthew Pingho
Nigel Rachard Pruitt

Jee-Eun Rosaline Rho
Daniel James Roberts
ShengXiang Ruan
Luke Christian Scotti Schneider
Sarah Leslie Seagrave
Chase Daniel Siegel
Katharine Anne Silverstein
Jack William Simons
James Walter Smith, IV
Dylan Allison Stabbe
Alexander Julian Steel
Leah Catherine Steinke
Déjah-Millena Angelique Stewart
Andrew O’Neil Tafari Stone
Rachel Joy Buren Stouck
Carley Marie Sturges
Priscila Tavares 
Samuel Rodell Thomas, Jr.

Lucille Caroline Traver
Natalie Trone 
Camila Uechi
Michael Leigh Ulica
Aron Max Wegner
Christopher Warren Welch
Patrick Mark Wetzel
Maya Nicole Whitlow
Morgan Alexandria Williams
Wu Dixi
Hao Xue
Quentin Felix Yeoman
Parker Thomas Young
Zhou Bei
Daniel William Zolet
Elikem Kallista Yoko Zormelo
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Class of 2012
College 
Matriculations

Class of 2012 Lifers

American University (2)
University of Arizona (2)
Boston University (2)
Brown University
Butler University
University of California at San Diego
University of California at Santa Barbara
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Chapman University
Christopher Newport University
College of Charleston
University of Colorado at Boulder
Cornell University (2)
Dartmouth College
Dickinson College
Duquesne University
Elon University (2)
Fairfield University
Furman University
George Mason University
Georgetown University (4)
Hamilton College, New York
Hampton University
Haverford College
High Point University (3)
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
James Madison University
Juniata College
Kennesaw State University
University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
University of Maryland (6)
Miami University
University of Miami
University of Michigan (5)

Morehouse College
Mount Saint Mary’s University
New York University (2)
North Carolina A&T State University
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of North Carolina at Wilmington
Northeastern University (3)
Ohio Wesleyan University
Pennsylvania State University
University of Pittsburgh (3)
Pitzer College
Princeton University
Quinnipiac University
University of Rhode Island
Roanoke College (2)
Rollins College (2)
Sarah Lawrence College
School of the Art Institute of Chicago
University of South Alabama
Southern Methodist University
Spelman College
Stetson University
Trinity College
Tufts University
Ursinus College
Vanderbilt University (2) 
University of Vermont (2)
Virginia Tech (4)
University of Virginia (4)
Wagner College
Washington and Lee University
Washington College
Washington University (2)
Wesleyan University
Yale University

Bullis Lifers, from left: Alex Fishman, Kevin Kunkle, Brian Bank, Lexi Blair, Ashlee Alpeter, Jake Dickstein, Julia Brady, Lexi 
Kay, Kane Herrick, Kylor Bellistri, Davis Nordeen, Eric Pan and Abby Hester.



Awards for Members of the Class of 2012
Award: Recipient: 
The Founders’ Award .............................................................Lauren Marie Keane

The Outstanding Scholar Award ......................................................Camila Uechi

The William H. Price, Jr. Citizenship Award .................... Abigail Stanton Hester

The Manuel Jose Baca, Jr. Joy of Living Award .......... Samuel Rodell Thomas, Jr.

The Douglas London Award for Excellence 
 in English ................................................................Katharine Finneran Calder

The Barbara Marks Award for Excellence
 in Foreign Language ........................................................ Nigel Rachard Pruitt
  Jee-Eun Rosaline Rho

The John H. Dillon Memorial Award for Excellence 
    in Science ............................................................................. Julia Moore Brady

The John W. Spencer Award for Excellence
 in Mathematics ...................................................................Jeffrey Martin Bass

The Irene Ford Smith Memorial Award for
 Excellence in Social Studies ...........................................Cameron David Buck

The Award for Excellence in Technology .................................................Zhou Bei

The Award for Excellence in Music ......................................Christian Tyrell Perry

The Award for Excellence in Theater ..............................Jazmine JoeNay Newton

The Award for Excellence in Art .................... Wiam Mohammed Said Al-Rawahi

The Award for Excellence in Dance ....................................Olivia Jordan Holmes

The Michael Ivey Achievement Award .................................Carley Marie Sturges

The Community Service Award ......................................... Lucille Caroline Traver

The Alumni Award for Outstanding 
 Achievement in Athletics  .....................................................Kylor Riis Bellistri
  Molly Elizabeth Morris

The David T. Hellekjaer Award ......................................... Abigail Stanton Hester
  James Walter Smith, IV
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Outstanding scholar Cami Uechi with her mother, 
Middle School teacher Gabriela Barbieri. Below, 
Former Head of School Larry Bullis ‘54 with 
Founders‘ Award recipient Lauren Keane.

Graduates honored for excellence while at Bullis include, from left, Christian Perry, receiving the music award from Visual and Performing 
Arts Chair Cheryl Terwilliger; Abby Hester, receiving the citizenship award from Assistant Principal Bobby Pollicino; and Zhou Bei, receiving 
the technology award from Jamie Dickie, technology department chair.
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Nia Michelle Joynes shares a joyous 
moment with her parents, Oscar and 
Robin Joynes.

Bullis Memories

Jake Dickstein

Favorite memory: My first day of Mr. 

Chellman’s history class in 9th grade was 

memorable because of the elaborate 

presentation he gave, in which he really 

emphasized the difference between 

just getting by and actually learning the 

material. His style of teaching was unique 

Dionne Buck

Favorite memory: I have really loved the 

past four years. I learned to push myself 

and I also learned how important it is to 

develop relationships with teachers. This 

helped me to better understand subject 

material and not be afraid to ask for help. 

Favorite teachers: Ms. Hosmer had 

a great approach to her English class 

and presented the material in many fun 

and different ways. Mr. Hanson is also 

an amazing history teacher and really 

encouraged us to strive for our best.

Future plans: Attending Elon University 

where I plan to major in communications 

with a focus on broadcast journalism. My 

love for public speaking and journalism is 

something that absolutely started during 

my time at Bullis. 

Advice for future seniors: Stay focused, 

don’t procrastinate and don’t get 

intimidated by the college application 

process—get started early! 

Favorite lunch: Pizza 

A calm moment for Dixi Wu as 
graduates prepare for the ceremony.

Dr. Boarman greets Lexi Kay, Samm 
Kacimi and Kevin Jones before 
beginning the ceremony.
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and each day was different, which I always 

appreciated. 

Favorite teacher: Ms. Roshan truly helped 

me develop my love of math, and her 

‘flipped classroom’ style of teaching was 

intriguing and helped me really retain the 

information. 

Future plans: Attending the University of 

Michigan, where I plan to major in either 

business or economics.

Advice for future seniors: Enjoy your time 

at Bullis while you can, as it definitely 

goes faster than you think. Try not to get 

‘senioritis!’

Favorite lunch: Tacos

Lucy Traver

Favorite memory: Although I was only 

at Bullis for two years, I felt comfortable 

from the beginning. I’ll miss playing field 

hockey with such a great group of girls 

and coaches and I will miss the people on 

campus.

 

Favorite teacher: Ms. Maire O’Neill was 

certainly instrumental, as my field hockey 

coach and art history teacher. Ms. O’Neill 

knows how to captivate her audience and 

make learning both fun and engaging. You 

can tell how much she loves art and art 

history; she really inspires her students.

Future plans: Attending Virginia Tech 

University where I plan to major in urban 

planning. My art background should help 

me succeed. 

Advice for future seniors: Take classes you 

are actually interested in and not just what 

you think will look good on a transcript; it’s 

necessary to start focusing on areas you 

think you may want to pursue in college.

Favorite lunch: Grilled cheese and tomato 

soup

Wiam Al-Rawahi 
shares a celebratory 
high five with her 
brother Masoud 
Al-Rawahi.

From left, Saman Bahadorie, Aidan Hadley, 
Kevin Gentzel, Alexa Adler and Louis 
Gaertner line up for their final class portrait.

For full Graduation 2012 coverage, including 

video of the speeches, visit our website at 

www.bullis.org/graduation or scan here:

www.bullis.org/graduation


99 Days to 
Graduation

On February 24, the Alumni Office hosted 

the first annual “99 Days to Graduation” 

event for seniors. Set inside the Commons 

in North Hall, a barista served coffee, tea 

and treats to the seniors while the Alumni 

Office informed them of the important 

role they would play as future alumni of 

Bullis. 

Senior Lunch

On April 30, members of the senior 

class joined together for the annual 

Senior Lunch. Students enjoyed lunch 

from Chipotle, and over burritos and the 

company of their friends and classmates, 

learned about the importance of staying 

connected to Bullis after graduation. 

Alumnus and Middle School English 

teacher Andy Marusak ’66 spoke to 

the students about giving back to 

Bullis in such ways as participation in 

Homecoming, the Annual Fund, Gala, 

Turkey Bowl and other alumni-related 

activities. The Alumni Office also thanked 

the senior class representatives for service 

to their classmates during the year and 

introduced and welcomed new class 

agents, Faye Loghman-Adham and Abby 

Hester, who will be the direct liaisons 

between the Alumni Office and the class 

of 2012 for the next five years. 
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From left, Daniele Cohen, Margot McKelvie, Molly Leinson, Alexi Blair, 
Anthony Cosimano and Kevin Jones surround teacher Marty Berger for a hug 
while enjoying their special senior treat.

Top, Andy Marusak ’66 encourages the class of 2012 to give back to their 
alma mater. Above, from left, Faye Loghman-Adham and Abby Hester are 
welcomed as the new class agents.

Class of 2012 Counted Down to Graduation
Generation 

                        to
                                                Generation
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James ’09 and Jackson ’12 FathereeJacob ’12 and Danny ’10 Dickstein with guest, Josie Cabrera

Darren ’10 and Dionne ’12 BuckAdrienne ’12, Billy, Joanne and James ‘14 Barlia

Legacy Family Portraits
In recognition of the strength that generational bonds bring to Bullis, for the first time this year the School captured 
photos of families with multiple graduate connections. If the graduate had a sibling, parent, aunt, uncle or cousin 
in attendance who had previously graduated from Bullis, the family gathered after graduation for a legacy family 
portrait. Please enjoy the start of our new tradition.

Generation 
                        to

                                                Generation
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Richard ’57 and Louis ’12 Gaertner

Kane ’12 and Leah ’11 Herrick

Keon ’12 and Lily ’11 HashemiJustin ’15, Audrey ’86, Jonathan ’82, Jordan ’12, and Jerry Friedlander

Nathan ’10, Nicholas ’12 and Andrew ’06 Fisher

Corey ’10 and Lindsay ’12 Golden with Alexandra ’12 and Abigail ’11 Blair
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Eric ’12, Percy and Kevin ’10 Pan

Douglass ’07 and Katharine ’12 Silverstein

Elizabeth ’05 and Abigail ’12 Hester

Roderick ’08 and Margot ’12 McKelvie

Christian ’12 and Tony ’05 Perry

Molly ’12 and Rachel ’11 LeinsonTimothy ’09 and Lauren ’12 Keane
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Bullis Support
Academics Behind 
the Scenes

Lower School Technology Coordinator Nate Gordon works with Justin Graham ‘20.



Bullis Support
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Reading initiatives are increasing 

comprehension. More than 300 AP exams 

were administered this spring. Technology 

adds valuable tools for faculty and students. 

Students benefit from one-on-one learning 

support and coaching. Community Day and 

Beyond the Books provide a fresh dimension 

to the School curriculum... 

What links these aspects of Bullis 

academics? They are powered by an expert 

crew of behind-the-scenes instructional 

staff. Classroom teachers are the front 

line of instruction, while another team 

coordinates programs and works one-on-

one with students to enrich the academic 

experience. 

From technology to reading, counseling 

to tutoring, Bullis has a dedicated 

‘dream team’ of specialists who work 

with teachers to seamlessly create a 

top-caliber academic program. Middle 

School Principal Tamara Schurdak calls 

them “the unsung heroes,” and Lower 

School Principal Betsy Kelly regards them 

as “Bullis’ second set of eyes and ears.” 

As Upper School Principal Andy Delinsky 

puts it, “They make everything work so no 

student falls through the cracks.” 

LEARNING AND RESOURCE 
SPECIALISTS

Kendall Strickler says her job is to 

help “all students reach their greatest 

academic potential.” She and her fellow 

team members Lisa Handelman and 

Carolyn Hasfurter identify students who 

are struggling, or in need of additional 

acceleration and challenge, and work with 

their teachers to support them. By helping 

to decrease the student-teacher ratio for 

complex assignments, or working with 

students individually, learning specialists 

make sure every student receives the 

attention they need to thrive.

“We are much smarter now about how 

best to teach kids by working with them 

at their academic level to maximize 

growth,” says Ms. Strickler. “I think the 

individualized support we provide is 

unique among private schools.”

Learning Specialist Jason Eist directs the 

Upper School Academic Center, which 

opened at the beginning of this school 

“They make 
everything work 

so no student falls 
through the cracks.”

–Andrew Delinsky
Upper School 

Principal

From left, Bryana Small ‘16, Carly Cohen ‘16, Jordan Schick, ‘16, CJ 
Sturges ‘16 and Robyn Mackenzie ‘16 have fun during Middle School 
Community Day.
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year (see the full story in the Fall 2011 

issue of Bullis Magazine). Academic coach 

Pat Cilento and writing coach Esty Foster 

work with Mr. Eist to coordinate academic 

support for dozens of students each day. 

“The creation of the Academic Center 

speaks to our school’s commitment to 

student success,” says Mr. Eist. “We are 

helping students become better learners, 

self-advocates and independent citizens.” 

COUNSELING

A key component of the Bullis balance 

is helping students thoughtfully address 

social and emotional issues while 

navigating the rigors of school. Along with 

their daily work, Upper School Counselor 

Lisa Gray and Middle School Counselor 

Karen Phillips spearhead the annual 

Beyond the Books and Community Day 

events, in which students spend a day 

working together to focus on personal 

growth and community bonds. Parents 

Association President Michelle Cohen 

praises these events because “they teach 

life lessons that last well beyond what is 

learned in the classroom and complete 

the children’s learning experience.”

LIBRARY/RESEARCH SUPPORT

Whether providing book 

recommendations, guiding research 

assignments or connecting students with 

online resources, Librarians Mike Lowry 

and Pat Semple work with all students 

to support them wherever they study, on 

campus or at home.

Ms. Semple regularly monitors the library 

science industry for the latest software and 

multimedia offerings. Whether helping 

students prepare for National History Day 

or purchasing e-books and e-readers, she 

links everyone with cutting-edge media 

resources to enrich assignments and 

elevate everyone's experience.

“We are helping 
students become 

better learners, 
self-advocates 

and independent 
citizens.”

–Jason Eist
Learning Specialist

Lower School Resource Teacher Kendall Strickler works on reading with, from left, 
Joseph Shiller ‘21 and Martin Spilimbergo ‘21.
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“My role is no longer 
that of ‘computer 
teacher.’ Instead I 

help make technology 
a natural part of the 

curriculum to improve 
learning.”

–Nate Gordon
Lower School 

Technology Coordinator

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
COORDINATION

College Counselor Dr. Mary Frances 

Bryja wears a second hat as Bullis’ AP 

coordinator. Along with her colleagues 

Lynn Kittel and Cathy Lymon, she 

coordinates with the College Board to 

ensure that all AP classes are approved 

and administers more than 300 AP exams. 

Logistically challenging but rewarding, the 

program provides students with college 

level experiences that grow their skills and 

confidence as they take the next steps.

TECHNOLOGY

Technology specialists are scattered 

throughout the campus. Nate Gordon in 

the Lower School and Rita Gerharz in the 

Middle School help students incorporate 

technology in assignments. They find 

subject-specific online study aids and 

extra challenges for students who seek 

them, and coach teachers on their use 

of technology in the classroom. As Mr. 

Gordon explains, his role “is no longer 

that of ‘computer teacher.’ Instead I help 

make technology a natural part of the 

curriculum to improve learning.”

In the Upper School, Director of 

Technology Jamie Dickie and Director 

of Extended Programs and Emerging 

Technologies Darlene Haught are working 

with teachers to pilot six blended learning 

courses next year. These courses are 

designed for self-motivated students who 

want to pursue independent and advanced 

coursework while developing 21st century 

skills.

With next year’s one-to-one-program, 

students will have even more opportunity 

to utilize technology throughout the day, 

and Bullis’ technology specialists—along 

with tech staff Ty Lloyd and Mark Smith—

will be ready to keep those systems 

running seamlessly.

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

No school can operate without its 

office staff, the first point of contact 

for students, parents and faculty. 

Administrative assistants Ani Law (Lower 

School), Kathy Offutt (Middle School) 

and Aleksandra Reinhardt (Upper School) 

juggle myriad details every day to support 

every student and every request. They are 

the best sources for immediate answers 

and information, or as Ms. Schurdak 

describes, “the voice and being of the 

divisions.” 

Several other staffers play important 

administrative roles in support of the 

academic program. Registrar Pat Ferrara 

and Blair Center Coordinator Harriet 

Polun manage the details and logistics 

so students and faculty can focus on 

their classes. In addition to serving as 

executive assistant to the head of school, 

Anita Havas oversees the concerns of our 

growing international student body.

MISSION FOCUS

Beyond their talents, what makes this 

team so important to Bullis is their 

warmth and compassion. As Mr. Delinsky 

says, “they share a real understanding of 

our mission to reach and support every 

student, so we rarely have to say no to 

special requests.

“With this caliber of specialists, parents 

and students are always reminded how 

great it is here.”
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Reading Initiative
Gateway to Success

According to The National Endowment for 

the Arts, reading is at risk in this country, 

and the decline in reading among children 

and adults has social and economic 

implications. Ongoing programs such as 

The Big Read for adults and DEAR (Drop 

Everything and Read) in schools have 

helped to reverse the trend. Now Bullis 

Lower and Middle School teachers are 

engaging young readers through a new 

reading initiative.

“We know that kids who read perform 

better in school than kids who don’t,” 

says Lower School Principal Betsy Kelly. 

“Research shows a direct correlation 

between reading volume and academic 

success, and we are building more time 

into the school day for independent 

reading.” 

The new reading initiative in the Lower 

School includes reading level assessments 

three times a year, with a classroom focus 

on developing reading comprehension 

and teacher guidance in choosing books 

to suit each student’s interest and reading 

level. Thirty minutes a day is dedicated to 

reading in each classroom, with students 

required to read at home for 30 minutes 

as well. 

In the Middle School, “our program is 

evolving,” says Principal Tamara Schurdak. 

Every Friday, teachers and students 

read during a designated block. Sixth 

grade is still a year for building basic 

skills, so teachers like Frazier Stowers 

devote classroom and homework time to 

independent reading, with reading skills 

further developed in 7th and 8th grades as 

well. Although the focus changes in Upper 

School, the reading initiative will find 

continued support there too. 

“We look at every student as an individual 

reader,” Ms. Schurdak says. Tracking levels 

of reading, comprehension and numbers 

of books helps teachers evaluate student 

progress for readers at all levels. Matching 

book choices with student levels is key to 

the success of this approach. 

In classrooms, book advisories and 

groups help teachers understand 

student needs and interests. Genre-

based discussions encourage students 

to consider humor, mystery, fiction, 

biography, nonfiction, poetry and so on. 

Story elements such as plot, character and 

solutions are also discussed. “Improving 

a student’s meta-cognition helps them 

become more aware of their reading,” 

says Ms. Kelly. Some students bring digital 

readers for privacy and convenience, and 

audiobooks are available. “As students 

learn about their reading styles and 

preferences, they learn more about 

themselves,” Ms. Schurdak remarks. 

Using Accelerated Reader, a database 

of quizzes and other information to 

determine student reading levels, Bullis 

learning specialists assess Lower and 

Middle School students three times a year 

Fourth grade teacher Liz Jacobi works with Avery Ulanet ’20 to help develop 
independent reading skills.
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for shifts in reading levels. Following the 

September advent of the reading initiative, 

the January assessment showed that 91% 

of Lower School students increased by one 

or more reading levels, with remarkable 

improvements among Middle School 

students also. 

The success of the program is already 

evident. “The culture of reading has 

changed in Middle School,” Ms. Schurdak 

explains, with students bringing books 

to advisories and reading on their own 

during breaks. “It’s amazing!” she adds. 

Principal Kelly sees similar enthusiasm 

among Lower School readers, and 

Learning Specialist Lisa Handelman 

agrees. “The most exciting thing is that 

kids are reading and asking to read,” she 

says. “Reading is just exploding!”

Improvement in reading and writing is a 

lifelong process, and so Bullis teachers 

devoted four Saturdays this year to 

workshops with Monique Lopez of 

Teachers College, Columbia University. 

One exercise had teachers reading 

together critically in order to grasp what 

young readers experience with a book that 

is new to them. 

At home, parents can help children 

choose books and share thoughts about 

the story. Questions parents ask can help 

increase comprehension. “We encourage 

parents to read aloud to their children at 

night,” Ms. Kelly says. “Stories provide 

emotional windows to what a child is all 

about and can show ways to act and think 

in the world.”

This summer, Bullis parents will be able 

to access the Accelerated Reader database 

to partner with the School in suggesting 

appropriate book choices to foster 

comprehension. With the assistance of 

parents and assessments, individualized 

reading plans will continue through the 

summer months. “Students can jump 

several reading levels over the summer 

with this initiative,” Ms. Schurdak points 

out. 

With capable reading a goal for every 

student, the importance of this reading 

initiative cannot be understated and its 

progress is encouraging. As Ms. Kelly 

states, “strategies for good reading 

promote strategies for good writing and 

academic success” that will continue far 

beyond a student’s Bullis years. 

“Kids are reading 
and asking to read. 

Reading is just 
exploding!”

–Lisa Handelman
Learning Specialist

Middle School students Maya Pingho ’18 and Sean Weinberger ’18 begin 
English class with a period of silent reading.
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D.C.-based volunteers Rosaline Rho, Louis Gaertner, Olivia Holmes, Lucy Traver, 
Maya Whitlow, Isabelle King, a Habitat staff member and teacher Laura Heninger.

A new senior project initiative with 

Habitat for Humanity provided some 

exciting community service and 

teamwork opportunities in May. Rather 

than individual projects, each senior 

chose a local, domestic or international 

build in cooperation with this nonprofit 

organization, which supports everyone’s 

right to a safe and affordable place to 

live. Habitat for Humanity organizes an 

impressive global cadre of volunteers to 

build homes for communities in need, and 

gives volunteers the chance to meet the 

families they are helping. In past years, 

Bullis seniors could choose to build with 

Habitat for Humanity; this year, every 

senior was asked to participate.  

Nine students, with Upper School teacher 

Dorothy Yen and English Department 

Chair Molly Chehak, traveled to a 

Guatemalan village in Baja Verapaz to 

build a house for a family while staying 

in local homes. Some scholarship 

assistance from the Global Studies and 

Service program was provided for the 

international trip. A stateside opportunity 

took place in Franklin County, West 

Virginia, where a dozen Bullis students, 

accompanied by History Teacher Dr. Sara 

Romeyn and English Teacher Jack Kinder, 

helped construct a home with “Almost 

Heaven,” a West Virginia Habitat for 

Humanity center. Students stayed in a 

rustic lodge and worked alongside citizens 

in this rural Appalachian region. 

Habitat for Humanity: Senior Projects
Other seniors assisted with Habitat 

for Humanity builds in the District of 

Columbia, Baltimore, Prince George's 

County, Frederick and additional sites. 

Accompanied by Upper School Principal 

Andrew Delinsky and Upper School 

Assistant Principal Bobby Pollicino, they 

constructed or repaired homes under the 

guidance of Habitat for Humanity staff.

“Through Habitat, students work 

alongside families who live in very 

different conditions than their own,” 

says Dorothy Yen. “It’s a great learning 

experience. They realize how much they 

can accomplish on behalf of others 

in a short period of time while doing 

something life changing for someone 

else.”
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Parents Association Grants
Each year the Parents Association 

provides enrichment grants for the faculty 

to pilot initiatives that directly benefit 

students. Some of this year’s projects had 

a strong emphasis on technology, while 

others explored the arts.

Interactive Whiteboard Slates: The 

Middle School purchased e-tablets to add 

a new level of interactivity to classroom 

whiteboards. The fun factor of writing on 

the tablets and interacting with the board 

has increased classroom participation in 

Tracy Hollars’ science classes: “Students 

are begging to participate, are more 

inclined to ‘write at the board’ from their 

seat, and attention span increased every 

day!”

Compact Digital Presenters: Lower and 

Middle Schools teachers purchased 

these devices, also known as document 

cameras, to replace overhead projectors. 

They allow teachers to project any 

document, demonstrate how to work 

through a problem, highlight text or show 

off a student’s work moments after it is 

created. 

Middle School Math Teacher Jason 

Kezmarsky uses the camera for students 

to share work problems and notes with 

their classmates. “We can freeze frame 

parts of a problem to talk about,” he 

explains. “The results have been fantastic!  

The students take control of the lesson 

and practice the proper vocabulary and 

techniques to solve problems and teach 

each other.  I hope my classes next year 

will be able to video record lessons for 

students to view online.”

The Art of the Book: Teachers from 

Pyramid Atlantic Art Center visited 

Bullis’ Lower School in April to teach 

papermaking and bookmaking. First, 

students learned how to make colorful, 

handmade paper (see the video about 

this day at http://tinyurl.com/6myc27s). 

A week later, the students learned to fold 

the paper into accordion sculpture books. 

Art Teacher Lily Gillett described these 

visits as “unforgettable and inspiring 

experiences for the students to work 

hands-on with talented local artists.”

Scholar in Residence: The English 

department’s third annual scholar-in-

residence was poet Dwayne Betts, who 

conducted poetry writing workshops with 

all Upper School students. The author 

of the memoir A Question of Freedom 

(winner of the NAACP Image Award) 

and the poetry collection Shahid Reads 

His Own Palm, Betts is known for work 

that challenges conventional ideas about 

crime, masculinity and redemption. Betts 

challenged and inspired the students, 

and as English Department Chair Molly 

Chehak said, “added considerably to the 

students’ experience and consideration of 

language.”

Digital Books: To encourage and spark 

enthusiasm for independent reading, the 

Library team began a pilot program to 

purchase e-books and e-readers. E-books 

will provide greater versatility for students 

to borrow books at any time, even over 

the summer. The initial set of e-books will 

not replace class assignments of fiction 

or research, so students can continue 

to reference and mark up those texts 

throughout the school day. Instead, the 

first e-books will be popular fiction titles 

that encourage sustained reading. The 

program will be piloted with the Upper 

School before expanding to the Middle 

and Lower Schools.

Technology in Dance: To bring 21st century 

learning to the Dance program, instructor 

Alana Hill purchased a video camera and 

initiated a series of workshops with a 

multimedia artist who trained students 

to capture the intended mood of a 

dance piece and convey artistic vision in 

video. The students then created group 

dance films (view them at http://tinyurl.

com/89bpheq). Alana Hill thanked the 

Parents Association for providing her 

students with this expanded learning 

opportunity: “What they learned from this 

will stay with them for the rest of their 

lives.”

Alexa Drescher ’19 shows off her first 
accordian book.

http://tinyurl.com/6myc27s
http://tinyurl.com/89bpheq
http://tinyurl.com/89bpheq
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Grandparents and Special Friends Visit Campus

Ronald Paulson measures his grandson Lane Blair‘s ‘20 proportions  to 
ensure an accurate portrait as guests sample a 4th grade art class.

On a beautiful May morning, Lower 

and Middle School students welcomed 

some very important guests in The Blair 

Family Center for the Arts to celebrate 

Grandparents and Special Friends 

Day, a favorite annual event. Over 200 

guests attended, enjoying coffee and 

breakfast treats in the Blair Center lobby 

while meeting with the students. After 

complimentary family photographs taken 

by Washington Photo, grandparents and 

family friends assembled in Howard 

Auditorium with their young companions 

for remarks by Dr. Boarman, followed 

by Lower and Middle School choral 

performances. 

The sunny day was perfect for walking to 

South Hall for classroom visits, which 

included lessons in math and English. 

Other students brought their special 

guests to art and music classes, where 

they were invited to join the activities. 

Everyone ended the visit in the dining hall 

for a delicious lunch before saying their 

farewells and the children returned to 

classes. 

Families who would like to view 

photos of the day should visit http://

washingtonphoto.smugmug.com/

BullisSchool/Portraits.  

Rowena Garver sits in on English class with her 
grandson Christopher Mavrikes ‘17.

Frederick Holcomb, grandfather of Niles 
McCoy ‘18, takes in Michael Stubbs‘ 
interesting geography lesson.
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Poetry Focuses on Community

My Community

By Anya Fasolyak

Let me tell you about my community,

Although I must admit I scoff at the word.

We have no problems that can be seen

No famine or war or anything so visibly obscene.

No, what we’ve got is entirely different

and, to be honest, it’s hard to see unless you’re a teen.

Although I don’t think adults are exempt from blame,

I feel like, since they are among us, they should see the same.

They should see the insecurities, 

And they should see the corruption

But of course, they don’t want to,

They caused the corruption—not the insecurities per se,

And they’ve gone far beyond what students should permit—

Some of us, anyway, for most benefit

From the bribes and the veils that they’ll never admit

cover every inch of their offices, every bit of their facade

And I’ve been to other places, I know it’s not always this flawed,

And I mean flawed by greed, I mean the adults who get paid

To make sure everyone does well, that they stay in school,

To make sure their “community” is perfect, with every last rule

In the stupid rule book that we’ve let define us

In the unwritten words that we’ve let confine us

And some people may see it, but most people don’t.

I don’t mean to say I’m special, that I’ve got some sort of “vision”

But I’m willing to do things without others’ permission

I’m willing to open my eyes and to see

And not everyone is, you see they’d rather be

Indifferent, or oblivious, along with myriad things

that I rejected long ago, for the sake of a life that sings

out through the darkness, out through the smog,

out to try and reach something pure, something long gone,

Something people thought that they would never see

Something people think has been overgrown with poison ivy.

But I fight for the thought that this might exist

That this isn’t just a tryst between me and happiness

I have the power to believe in human good

And if I don’t find any here, that’s fine,

 I’ll look elsewhere, in places that should

Have humanity, belief, and honor that would

Release us from this state of nonexistent selfhood.

I won’t give up like I know many have

I will fight tooth and nail and with my will,

I will hail the coming,

The return, of an age of honesty

Of an age when my community can recover from this reel

That we are watching, that we are taking in

And we will rise, and we will have the power to feel

The power to speak, and the power to yield

Results, and I mean real ones, not just a change in how we dress.

And this, I cannot think enough to stress:

That we are better than what we have become

Than what society’s forced us to be,

And we will find the key

That will unlock the truth that will allow us to be guileless

That will allow us to, at last, discover our own happiness.

The fifth annual all-school Poetry Month Assembly focused on community through poetry, featuring 

original work by Poetry Contest winner Anya Fasolyak ‘14.
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Retirees Leave Lasting Legacies

Reminisces and warm thanks flowed for the service of retirees, 
from left, Judy Adams, Marty Berger and Michael-Anne Lowry at 
their May 16 recognition reception.

Three beloved Bullis staff retired this 

spring, after nearly 50 combined years of 

instilling the love of learning, mentoring 

and community service. Along with a host 

of fond memories, they have left indelible 

marks on their respective areas of Bullis:

Michael-Anne “Mike” Lowry joined Bullis 

just in time to oversee the library’s move 

from a cramped room on the top floor of 

Founders’ Hall into The Marriott Family 

Library, her home away from home for 

the past 14 years. Since then, Ms. Lowry 

has used her encyclopedic knowledge 

of children’s literature and passion for 

reading to infuse legions of Lower and 

Middle School students with a similar love 

for the written word. 

“Every time a student comes to her with 

a specific request she is able to suggest a 

book!” observes Middle School Principal 

Tamara Schurdak. As a special incentive, 

Ms. Lowry served ice cream sundaes at 

the students’ lunchtime book clubs.

A great fan of all the School’s dramatic 

productions and musicals, Ms. Lowry has 

also been a key contributor to theatrical 

productions in the Lower School, writing 

the Halloween skits and casting faculty in 

the plays. 

As she reminisced about her love of the 

Bullis community, Ms. Lowry realized that 

she will miss most watching her youngest 

students develop: “They’re eight when I 

meet them and grow into very different 

people by the time they graduate.” Though 

she will miss her daily community of Bullis 

friends, she looks forward to partaking 

in hobbies largely relegated to the back 

burner in recent years: genealogy, cooking, 

traveling and spending more time with her 

daughter Allison and three grandchildren.

Judy Adams’ Bullis career began 16 years 

ago as a temporary receptionist in the 

Office of Admission and has taken her 

to support positions from the Upper 

School registrar’s office to the front desk 

in Founders’ Hall. Speaking wistfully of 

her years in North Hall, Judy recalls: “We 

worked together as a team, getting along 

well by helping one another out with 

projects.” Through that work, Ms. Adams 

developed bonds and friendships with 

colleagues that remain strong today.

Ms. Adams’ fondest recollections, though, 

involve those informal opportunities to 

forge relationships and provide guidance 

whenever students visited her office 

during study halls or after school in search 

of a listening ear. In characteristic fashion, 

Judy would set aside her work for the 

moment. “Sometimes you just have to 

make time to talk,” she feels, “even when 

it’s not your official role.” Business Officer 

Todd McCreight appreciates those solid 

midwestern values, recognizing that “Ms. 

Adams knows what’s most important in 

life—family, friends, faith, community, 

generosity, service, laughter, hard work, 

thrift, nurturing the younger generation—

and lives those values with admirable 

consistency every day.”

A mother of four adult children, Ms. 

Adams, along with her husband Dan, have 

become surrogate grandparents to five 

neighborhood children—relationships she 

clearly cherishes—so retirement will allow 

even more time for them. Dan will join 

her in retirement next summer, opening 

up greater possibilities for travel or even 

relocation. Until then, Ms. Adams says, 

“I’ll volunteer and garden and am looking 

forward to taking classes in InDesign and 
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Surrounded by three of her four children, from left, Cynthia, 
Jeff and Rob, Judy Adams shares laughs at the farewell 
reception.

Mike Lowry shares a game of Cat‘s 
Cradle with Jessica Schuble ‘19 on 
Colonial Day 2012.

Chinese calligraphy to start. One thing I 

won’t be is idle.”

In 1996, after 30 years as an educator in 

Maryland public schools, Marty Berger 

shifted his career to the progressive 

direction he saw emerging at Bullis. 

Sixteen years later Marty still says 

enthusiastically, “I have loved it here. The 

positives are so plentiful they make it 

virtually impossible to see any negatives.”

With mutual admiration, Upper School 

Principal Andrew Delinsky describes Mr. 

Berger as “a thoughtful, kind team player 

who cares deeply about education and has 

taught the value of service to thousands of 

students.” 

Mr. Berger taught social studies at Bullis, 

and started Bulldog camp while serving 

as the director of summer programs. 

No matter the activity, the common 

denominator is a love of time spent with 

kids. 

Mr. Berger leaves large shoes to fill as he 

also steps away from the role of Upper 

School community service director. He 

founded such long lasting programs as 

the annual Thanksgiving basket drive 

and pie-baking, senior citizen theater 

lunch and a multi-year relationship with 

Martha’s Table, which he says he started, 

“to help kids from 20854 see there’s 

another side of the world where people 

line up for food.” Under his leadership, 

students have served a quarter million 

meals there. In recognition of his many 

years of service to youth, this March Marty 

was honored with the Nancy Dworkin 

Outstanding Service to Youth Award by 

the Montgomery County Commission on 

Children and Youth.

As he heads off for partial retirement—

having agreed to continue as Bulldog 

Camp director—Mr. Berger’s bucket list 

includes quality time with his wife Marilyn, 

volunteering at the Holocaust Museum, 

enrolling in university courses for the pure 

love of learning, and perhaps replacing the 

golf clubs he sold 15 years ago.

Marty Berger enjoys assistance with Thanksgiving 
pie baking from moms Bridgit Fried, Julie Smith, 
Deborah Friedlander and Patricia Cohen.
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Imagination
A sampling of artwork produced by students 
across the divisions.

Nick Ruggieri ’13 Yasmin Rucker ’14

Rosaline Rho ’12 Carley Sturges ’12
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Kali Engel ’14Lauren Raffensperger ’13

Darcy Argain ’14Haley Pingho ’16
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Mark Williams ’20

Chris Gutschick ’18Nicole Samuels ’21

Amanda Kay ’18
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WE DID IT!!!
Thanks to the generosity of so many parents, grandparents, alumni, 
staff and friends, the Annual Fund reached its $900,000 goal!

The outpouring of support that the School received will make a 
genuine difference in the lives and education of our students. You 
have made an impact on the future of Bullis – 

THANK YOU!!
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Engraved bricks are once again available!  
Purchase a personalized brick in honor or memory of a student, team, teacher, individual or family.

Name: ____________________________________     Relationship to Bullis: _________________________  

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ E-mail: __________________________________________

Preferred location: Front of The Marriott Family Library _____  or  Kline Alumni Stadium _____

Brick orders are payable in full. Please complete this form and 
return with a check for $250 made payable to Bullis School.

Mail to: Bullis School Advancement Office, 10601 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854

Questions? Please email bricks@bullis.org

All contributions are tax deductible to a 501(c)(3) organization in accordance with IRS regulations.

Building Support for Bullis
One                       at a Time

Proceeds from brick purchases help to support the Annual Fund at Bullis. 
Thank you for supporting Bullis and showing your school spirit!

Please print text as you wish it to be engraved on the brick.
Limit: 15 letters per line – 3 lines maximum per brick.

One letter or character per block
Please use a separate form for each brick ordered.
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Outstanding Athletes
ABBY HESTER ’12

Softball

“I want to go out with a bang, not a 

whimper.” Senior Abby Hester is hardly 

suffering from senioritis. Instead, she’s 

focused on wrapping up both her softball 

season and her coursework strongly.

Abby took up softball in 6th grade and 

played varsity for four years. The team’s 

captain and leading pitcher, Abby says 

that this year’s team is the best of all 

her four years. They headed into the ISL 

tournament with a 7-3 record, and Abby 

maintained a positive attitude even when 

the tournament did not end in the girls’ 

favor. “The only thing that gets in our way 

is our mindset,” she says. “We will never 

be outmatched based on skills.”

In awarding Abby the Leadership Award 

for the softball team this spring, Coach 

Heather Patterson said that “her presence 

on the bench and in the field truly reflects 

Bulldog pride.” Among her achievements 

this year, Abby pitched her first ever no-

walks game, never struck out, and after 10 

games had one home run, 13 RBIs, and 

had pitched 23 strike-outs. 

A Bullis lifer, Abby has fully embraced the 

Bullis balance, participating in chamber 

singers, varsity soccer, Conduct Review 

Board, and most recently starring as 

Cosette in the winter production of Les 

Misérables. Abby also claims she hasn’t 

met a class subject she didn’t like! She will 

attend Haverford College in the fall.

KYLOR BELLISTRI ’12

Lacrosse

It seems I’ve been playing lacrosse my 

whole life,” says senior attackman Kylor 

Bellistri, who capped his 10 years at Bullis 

with 40 goals and 18 assists, co-captaining 

his team to a #1 ranking heading into 

the Independent Athletic Conference 

tournament. Although the team was not 

victorious in the tournament finals, Kylor 

and his teammates had an impressive 

season to celebrate.

Kylor started playing in 3rd grade and 

immediately enjoyed the game’s speed 

and teamwork. He has played with many 

of his current teammates for several 

years, and says that this added element of 

comfort and familiarity is one of the things 

he will miss most about Bullis. 

Coach Robert Pollicino attributes much 

of Kylor’s success to “his very high 

lacrosse IQ, which helps him see the 

plays developing ahead of time and know 

where to be or pass.” Kylor received the 

Offensive MVP award for the team at the 

School’s spring awards ceremony, was 

named to the all-IAC team and was rated 

number 57 in the ESPN High School 100 

nationwide rankings.
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Kylor Bellestri profile continued

Lacrosse has taught him the importance 

of working as a team and to always look 

for ways to help teammates, classmates or 

friends. “I have learned that you cannot be 

selfish or you will not succeed on the field 

or in life,” he remarks. 

While lacrosse is his primary sport, 

Kylor also achieved great success 

playing football for Bullis. This year as 

quarterback, he led the team to its first-

ever IAC championship. He earned 

IAC football co-MVP, passed for 10 

touchdowns and 898 yards, and rushed 

for nine touchdowns and 507 yards.

A peer mentor and member of National 

Honor Society and student government, 

Kylor was recruited to attend Brown 

University in the fall to play lacrosse for 

the Division I Bears. 

REGINALD LESESNE ’12

Tennis

Young Reggie Lesesne’s family often 

passed the tennis courts at Watkins 

Regional Park near their home and by 

the age of eight, his pleas that he be 

allowed to join in the fun led to his first 

lessons. He progressed rapidly, competing 

in United States Tennis Association 

Tournaments through 10th grade and 

eventually ranking as high as 50 in the 

Mid-Atlantic region’s 16 and under 

division.

Reginald enrolled at Bullis in 9th grade, 

making both the varsity tennis and cross 

country teams that first year. Over his 

four years on the team, he competed 

in doubles for the first two years, then 

singles, his favorite, during these last two. 

“With doubles you have to compromise,” 

he acknowledges, “but with singles you 

control everything, and I prefer being 

solely responsible for a match’s outcome.”

From the perspective of Coach Steve 

Miguel, a better player and team leader 

would be hard to find: “Reginald seems 

quite relaxed, but has confidence, poise 

and a nice competitive spirit, knowing 

when to play hard and really go for the 

win.” Consequently, he was undefeated in 

the IAC these past two years.

Beyond tennis, Reginald has developed his 

musical side too, first studying piano and 

then playing alto saxophone in the concert 

band, jazz band and jazz workshop. Just 

as he enjoys playing singles in tennis, 

Reginald enjoys the fact that “Jazz 

provides opportunities to solo, those 

moments you can truly express yourself 

without words.” 

This fall Reginald will begin business 

school at the University of Maryland, 

which he selected because he likes the 

feel of a large institution where there’s 

something for everyone, much like his 

Bullis experience.
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JACK SIMONS ’12

Baseball

The typical high school athlete forced to 

miss an entire season might distance 

himself from the sport he loved—but Jack 

Simons proved to be the exact opposite. 

Sidelined for his entire junior year after 

undergoing reconstructive elbow surgery, 

Jack never missed a practice or game. 

Instead, observed Coach Brian Lumpkin, 

“he turned into an extra coach for us, 

leading by example both on the playing 

field and off, which is a hard quality to find 

at the high school level.”

Jack cannot recall the first time he picked 

up a baseball, but his passion for the 

game extends from spectating to playing 

to coaching the game. Now, even after 

sitting out the crucial recruiting season, he 

still hopes to follow in his father and older 

brother’s footsteps by playing college ball, 

hopefully at a junior college next year.

Recovery was the focus for a year, with 

intensive physical therapy to regain arm 

strength. “I feel like I’ve got a lot on the 

ball now,” says Jack, who was cleared to 

play again in January. Two weeks later he 

was competing in Tucson, Arizona, at the 

Under Armour Pre-Season All-America 

Tournament. Returning to his Bullis 

centerfield position for the season, Jack 

capably led the team as one of its three 

co-captains.

As he weighs options for his future, Jack’s 

summer plans call for coaching at the 

Bullis baseball camp for the first time. 

“The kids are just pure fun,” he says. 

“They share my passion.”

MOLLY MORRIS ’12

Lacrosse

Girls' varsity lacrosse co-captain Molly 

Morris has led by example all season, 

striving to guarantee the team reached its 

full potential. Despite some tough losses, 

she points out, she and her fellow players 

significantly improved their techniques 

with each successive game. 

After beginning lacrosse in 4th grade, Molly 

played for the Maryland Stars, an East 

Coast club team, and at Good Counsel 

prior to transferring to Bullis. In just two 

years here she has proven to be a major 

contributor to the varsity lacrosse team 

as well as the field hockey team, all while 

continuing to play basketball on the 

Catholic Youth Organization’s St. John the 

Baptist team. “No matter what the sport,” 

Coach Kathleen Lloyd observes, “Molly is 

an exceptional leader on and off the field 

in addition to showing universal school 

spirit for other athletic teams.”

As she heads to Mount St. Mary’s College 

in the fall, where she will fulfill her goal 

of playing Division I lacrosse, Molly is 

confident about carrying with her the 

on-field etiquette instilled by Coach 

Lloyd. She’s equally certain that her time-

management skills, necessary to balancing 

multiple sports with a full academic load 

at Bullis, will serve her well in college. 

Molly is eager to begin her career as a 

third generation Mountie, hopeful of 

playing her freshman year in order to 

maximize her remaining athletic years. 

“There’s nothing after college for women’s 

lacrosse,” she says, “so I have to make the 

most of it and get a good education too.”
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Cheering the varsity boys‘ basketball team to victory are, from left, Taylor Hoffman ‘15, Alexi Blair ‘12, Mollie 
Carroll, ‘15 and Alyse Wilmore ‘15.

At right, cheering on the 1987 junior varsity squad are, from left, Camille Wahl ‘89, Debbie Ratner ‘89, Devon 
Goozh ‘88, Kesley Fishburne ‘89, Melissa Goldman ‘89; in front, Amy Winston ‘88 and Jennifer Blair ‘89.

After a three-year hiatus, cheerleading 

returned to Bullis this winter. Senior Alexi 

Blair initiated the idea—saying “there 

aren’t many athletic options for girls in 

the winter”—inspired by her aunt, Jennifer 

Blair ’89 Signora, who was a cheerleader 

when she was at Bullis. 

Coached by Middle School Teacher Maris 

Hawkins, this year’s team consisted of 

seniors Alexi Blair and Lindsay Golden 

along with eight 9th grade girls. Starting 

any new program is challenging, and 

renewing a former program required 

courage and great energy and enthusiasm, 

but “the girls were very quick and after 

only four practices were ready for their first 

game,” says Coach Hawkins. 

Because the team had no allocated 

budget for uniforms, the team wore the 

old cheerleading uniforms. Without a 

dedicated space to practice, the girls 

sought out any available location to go 

through routines and stunts—including 

hallways. The new cheerleading team 

made an impact on winter sports, 

cheering at varsity basketball games, 

a few wrestling matches and an ice 

hockey game. Chris Brown, assistant 

wrestling coach, appreciated having 

the cheerleaders at home meets. “They 

brought an extra element of excitement 

to the stands and helped cheer us on to 

victory.” 

“This year was a great start for the 

program,” said Girls’ Athletic Director 

Kathleen Lloyd. Cheerleading will be 

offered again for winter 2013 and the 

School will consider extending it to include 

the fall season in the future. Ninth grade 

cheerleader Mollie Carroll hopes to return 

to it next winter and expects participation 

to grow: “A lot of students—including 

rising 9th graders—have expressed 

interest,” she says. “I loved it!”

Hip Hip Hooray: Cheerleading Returns to Bullis!

“They brought an 
extra element of 

excitement to the 
stands and helped 

cheer us on to 
victory.”

–Chris Brown
Assistant Wrestling 

Coach
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A strong culture of giving—and giving 
back—has long been the hallmark of the 
Bullis community.

With your support, we hit one home run after another this year—not only on our new 

baseball and softball fields (check out the bronze donor plaques now installed on the 

dugouts!), but in all areas touched by the generosity of our community. What a year of 

highlights and achievements! Our students demonstrated true excellence in academics 

and athletic accomplishments, and created outstanding artwork and dazzling theatrical 

and musical performances. Thanks to you, we have been able to fund programs like these 

throughout the School. 

One of our most valued achievements this year has been realized as a community. We 

reached our Annual Fund goal for the year, raising $900,000 toward all the wonderful 

programs benefitted by the Annual Fund. The Gala, organized and executed by our 

amazing volunteers, was another fundraising success, along with a record-breaking Raise 

the Paddle amount. In all, your contributions totaled well over $1 million dollars for the 

year! Thank you for your gifts and especially for your belief in Bullis.

A strong culture of giving—and giving back—has long been the hallmark and the heart 

of the Bullis community. What better models can our students have than staff, parents, 

alumni and friends alike setting such high standards of giving in all areas, from time and 

talents to financial gifts. We are grateful for all that you have done—and continue to do—

for Bullis. 

I hope you enjoy a wonderful summer, and I look forward to seeing you in September! 

Sincerely,

Joanne Szadkowski

Director of Institutional Advancement and Alumni

advancement 
perspectives



Alumnus values fundamental lessons instilled by his Bullis education.

Evan Winston ’91
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alumni profile

Evan Winston ’91 is president and part 

owner of Hercules Fence. Bullis Magazine 

recently caught up with Evan at the 

dedication of the recently renovated Bullis 

baseball and softball fields, in which 

Hercules Fence played an instrumental 

role. 

Question:  How did you get started in the 

fencing business?

Answer:  After graduating from 

Washington University in St. Louis in 1995, 

I worked for two years with my father who 

was a homebuilder in Bethesda. I was 

thrown into the industry, but quickly found 

my stride and became a project manager, 

overseeing the construction of 12 homes 

per year. I learned a lot and gained great 

confidence.

Question:  How did that lead you to 

fencing?

Answer:  My dad closed the home 

building business and I went into 

commercial sales at Hercules Fence. 

Hercules was owned by close family 

friends, the Copelands—who are now 

a part of the Bullis family—and Scott 

Copeland invited me to join Hercules. 

I managed the company’s new office in 

Richmond and later returned to Northern 

Virginia, where we doubled the size of 

the company and opened in Maryland in 

2001.

Today Hercules is a $25+ million company 

with more than 100 employees.

Question:  Which Hercules achievements 

are you most proud of?

Answer:  I am proud of the business we 

have built, and of the thought and strategy 

that the team puts forth each day for 

every job. This industry relies heavily on 

brand recognition and we have worked 

diligently to gain market share. One of 

my personal goals was to make Hercules 

Fence one of the most recognized fence 

companies in the region and I’m proud of 

the community awareness we’ve built. 

Also, I get to work at some of the coolest 

places, including the White House, the 

Pentagon, the U.S. Capital, several D.C. 

monuments and FBI facilities. I continue 

to be inspired and pushed to reach beyond 

my limits. It is an honor to help protect 

and secure our country’s most treasured 

monuments, military bases, historic 

buildings and critical infrastructure. 

Question:  Tell us about your family. 

Answer:  My wife Amy and I met through 

a mutual friend and were married in 

2003. We are the proud parents of 

three children: Darian, 6, Tyler, 4, and 

Layla, 2. My family is my most treasured 

accomplishment. Nothing makes me 

happier than time spent with them. I am 

very lucky.

Question:  What are some of your fondest 

Bullis memories?

Answer:  I started Bullis in 5th grade and 

immediately loved it. In 7th grade, Mr. 

Larry Klinger encouraged students to 



“I continue to be 
inspired to reach 

beyond my limits. 
It is an honor to 
help protect and 

secure our country's 
most treasured 

monuments, military 
bases, historic 

buildings and critical 
infrastructure.”

–Evan Winston ’91
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think outside the box. He got us reading 

magazines and newspapers every day by 

offering extra credit for any mistakes we 

could find. I would search tirelessly every 

day to find something to show him! 

Question:  How do you feel Bullis 

prepared you for college and life?

Answer:  Bullis gave me a lot during the 

eight years I was a student, but one thing 

that really resonates is the confidence 

I gained. As a peer leader and peer 

counselor, I mentored some freshmen, 

and was so proud to give back. Mr. Scott 

Votey was truly a positive role model—

he was our guidance counselor and he 

helped me look at life with a different 

perspective and sparked my interest in 

psychology and the power of the mind.

Bullis also taught me about respect, to 

treat everyone fairly and with an open 

mind. These fundamental lessons have 

stayed with me, and their value and 

importance can never be underestimated.

Question:  What advice would you offer 

Bullis students?

Answer:  Always be respectful to every 

person you encounter. You never 

know who you will meet and how 

that introduction could evolve into a 

thriving relationship, either personally 

or professionally. Also, keep an open 

mind when entering new situations. 

Lessons can be learned in every life 

experience. When I graduated from 

Bullis, I never aspired to be a commercial 

fence salesperson, but by working hard 

and thinking outside of the box, I have 

accomplished a lot. 

I recently enjoyed both my 20-year Bullis 

reunion and being a part of the dedication 

ceremony of the new baseball and softball 

fields. Seeing old friends and returning 

to campus has made me reflect on how 

much Bullis means to me and what a 

wonderful school it is. I feel truly blessed 

to have spent so many years here and am 

so pleased to still feel a part of the Bullis 

family.

From left, 1991 yearbook photo of Evan Winston; Evan and friends Michael Winnick ’91 and Jason Shrensky ’91 at NHS cook out in 1990; 
Evan and friends Kim (Burman) Wolfberg ’90 and David Cohn ’91 in 1990; The Winston Family enjoying the sights in Washington, D.C.; 
Evan and his daughter Darian at the baseball and softball field dedication at Bullis in April; Evan’s children relaxing by the pool in 
Mexico in December 2011. 
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Class of 1992 
Celebrates 20 Years!

Alumni from the class of 1992 

reconnected at Washington D.C.’s Lincoln 

Restaurant on May 19 to celebrate their 

20-year reunion. With over 50 people 

in attendance over the course of the 

evening, everyone enjoyed meeting up 

with old friends and former classmates. 

Alumnus Steve Tichelman and his wife, 

Ivelisse, traveled the farthest to make 

the reunion, hailing all the way from the 

Dominican Republic. Steve noted how 

important it was to him that he and his 

wife attend because Bullis holds such a 

special place in his heart. Says Steve, “I 

moved to the United States from Holland 

just before I started in 8th grade at Bullis. 

The friendships that I made here have 

been special to me and have sustained 

20 years.” Special thanks go to reunion 

coordinators Amy (Eisinger) Gardiner and 

Shannon (Estrin) Rosoff, who planned an 

incredible night.

alumni class notes

Alumni returning for the 20-year reunion are, back row from left: Amy (Eisinger) 
Gardiner, Michael Sherman, Rob Schoderbek and Collin Parker. Middle row 
from left: Adam Sanders, Jenny (Ogden) Camps, Heather (Walker) Klein, Josh 
Bortnick, Jaime (Katz) McKenna, Brett Gordon, Steve Tichelman, Ashley (Coates) 
Delrie, Shannon (Estrin) Rosoff, Arvin Malkani, Jennifer (Darvish) Parsons, Jamie 
(Kogod) Levin, Freddie Robinson, Eddie Rice, Greg Solomon, Scott Cohen, Dave 
Wiseman and Emily (Dreisen) Goldberg. Bottom row from left: Ryan Hotchkiss, 
Kathleen (Gerardi) McDermott, Benjy London, Stacey (Spicer) Donovan, Adam 
Isaacson, Josh Dworken, Carrie Feldman and Kim (Forsht) Carrillo.

From left, Jenny (Ogden) Camps, Shannon (Estrin) Rosoff, Jon Camps and Amy (Eisinger) 
Gardiner enjoy each other's company.

From left, Freddie Robinson, Ivelisse Tichelman, 
Steve Tichelman, Arvin Malkani and Manju 
Malkani become reacquainted.
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Jerry May Alumni 
Golf Tournament

Ninety golfers—including many alumni, 

parents, Bullis faculty and staff and 

friends—participated in this year’s annual 

Jerry May Alumni Golf Tournament at Falls 

Road Golf Course. A sincere thank you to 

co-chairs George Mavrikes P ’14, ’17, Eddie 

Bullis ’86 and Carl Tugberk ’98, and to our 

donors, sponsors and the Alumni Board.

A special thank you to all alumni who came 

out to play: 

Dean Sclavounos ’63, Andy Marusak ’66, 

Jared Robins ’03, Josh Robins ’05, Brandon 

Aschenbach ’11, Shaun Aschenbach ’05, 

Andres Parra ’99, Brian Lumpkin ’00, 

Craig Aronoff ’04, Paul Davis ’04, Brandon 

Chasen ’04, Grant Hollingsworth ’04, 

Steve Willenbucher ’95, Josh Ein ’06, 

Zack Harwood ’06, Keith Cohen ’06, 

Hunter Gosnell ’06, Carl Tugberk ’98, 

Adam Janowitz ’00, Drew Prescott ’00, 

Tom Cowles ’00, Josh Basile ’03, Stewart 

Shannon ’81, Ted Leasure ’84, Greg Welch 

’89, Jonathan Mars ’09, and Jeff Beiber ’09.

From left, the tournament attracted many alumni including Grant Hollingsworth ’04, Andy 
Marusak ’66, Dean Sclavounos ’63, Paul Davis ’04, Middle School teacher Glenn Hunter, Zack 
Harwood ’06, Andres Parra ’99 and Hunter Gosnell ’06.

At top, co-chair George 
Mavrikes, P‘14, ‘17, with his 
team of Bruce Boudreau, 
P‘16, Ryan Tendall and Tom 
Mavrikes.

Above, alumni players 
include Drew Prescott ’00, 
Joe Lopez (an assistant), Josh 
Basile ’03, Tom Cowles ’00 and 
Adam Janowitz ’00.
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1965
Roger Daisley recently completed the 

108-mile Ride to Montauk—a bike journey 

from Babylon, New York, to Montauk 

Point, New York—which benefits local 

nonprofits. Since graduating from Bullis in 

1965, Roger attended the Naval Academy, 

has written a book on education funding, 

is ambassador to Congressman Steve 

Israel, and travels to Washington, D.C. 

each year to lobby Congress for money 

for research and caregiving for the 

Alzheimer’s Association. Roger and his 

wife Peg have two daughters and one 

granddaughter, Molly, 2.

1983
When David Skalka was in high school, 

he was known to DJ some of the dances at 

Bullis. David has continued his DJ career, 

in addition to working for his family’s 

business, Victor Stanley, Inc., which 

manufactures commercial outdoor street 

furniture (www.victorstanley.com). David 

is the proud father to his son Joel, 16, and 

the soon to be stepfather of Max, 10, Zoe, 

8, and Maya, 5, when he and his fiancée 

Dawn Slagle get married in spring 2013. 

David and his family reside in Annapolis, 

Maryland.

1989
Congratulations to Greg Welch who 

placed third in Greco-Roman wrestling 

at the USA Veterans (Masters) National 

Championships in April. Greg plans to 

continue his training and compete later 

this year in Budapest, Hungary, at the 

2012 Veterans World Championships 

along with three-time world medalist and 

Bullis admission associate and wrestling 

coach, Chris Brown.

1992
Freddie Robinson is an international 

airline pilot flying the Boeing 757 and 767 

with Continental/United Airlines. He is 

also an F-16 reservist fighter pilot with 

the District of Columbia Air National 

Guard based out of Andrews Air Force 

Base, Maryland. Freddie flies the F-16 full 

time with the military, and is currently 

on a military leave of absence from the 

airline for the next few years. He has 

flown combat missions in both Iraq 

and Afghanistan since 9/11 and has sat 

24-hour alert in defense of our nation’s 

capital under “Operation Noble Eagle.” 

Currently holding the rank of Major in 

the military, he will be promoted to the 

rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the near 

future. Freddie and his wife Sheenna are 

the proud parents to three children: son 

Prynce, 8, daughter Amaya, 5, and son 

Dominic, 2. The Robinson family resides 

in Alexandria, Virginia.

1993
Peter Sugar and his wife Wannida are 

thrilled to announce the arrival of their 

daughter Samantha Panida Sugar, who 

was born on June 12, weighing in at 8 

pounds 3 ounces.

1995
Nathan Sugar and Suzy Meshbane 

were married on March 24 in Austin, 

Texas. Nathan’s life-long friend and 

Bullis alumnus, Adam Williamowsky 

’95, officiated the wedding. Fellow Bullis 

alumni in attendance were the groom’s 

brother Peter Sugar ’93, the groom’s 

sister Katie (Sugar) Scheiner ’00, and 

friends Tiffany Lee ’95 and Eric Dreisen 

’95. Nathan and Suzy live in Kensington, 

Maryland.

Andrew V. Marusak IV and his wife 

Theresa welcomed their first child, 

daughter Madison Elizabeth Marusak, 

on May 26. Everyone is overjoyed at 

Madison’s arrival; particularly her 

alumni class notes

From left, David Skalka ’83, DJing at an event last year; Chris Brown (Bullis wrestling coach and parent) and 
Greg Welch ’89 (assistant wrestling coach) with their training partner Jeff Showalter, at the USA Veterans 
National Championships; Freddie Robinson ‘92 with his wife Sheenna at the 1992 reunion.
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grandfather “Zee” (Bullis alumnus and 

beloved teacher Andrew V. Marusak III 

’66). Best wishes to the Marusak family!

Congratulations to Steve Willenbucher 

and his wife Shannon who welcomed 

their second child, son Thomas Hart 

Willenbucher, on November 9, 2011. 

Thomas joins big sister Lauren, 3, who 

is beside herself with the excitement of 

having a new brother! Steve is the director 

of contracts at Subsystem Technologies, 

Inc., and he and his family live in 

Arlington, Virginia. Steve sends his best to 

all of his classmates.

1997
Kimberly (Lumpkin) Holt and her 

husband Zach are thrilled to announce 

the arrival of their daughter Breckyn 

Shaw Holt, who was born on February 

1, weighing in at 9 pounds and 1 ounce. 

Congratulations!

1998
Jessica (Gross) Mikolitch and her 

husband Rich welcomed their second 

daughter, Hazel Delilah, 1, in January 2011 

and are expecting a boy in October. Hazel 

joins big sister Stella Blue, 3. Jessica says 

she and her family are really enjoying life 

in Eugene, Oregon; in particular, all of the 

beautiful nature and space the area has to 

offer.

Congratulations to Elysa Barron who 

completed the Race the States challenge 

on January 7. Elysa ran one marathon in 

each of the 50 states and D.C. within 342 

days, beginning in Georgia on January 30, 

2011 and finishing in Las Vegas on January 

7, 2012. To read Elysa’s blog entries about 

her experience and to learn more about 

Race the States, visit www.racethestates.

com.

Best wishes to Hilary (Koenig) Benyon 

who married Chad Benyon on August 

20, 2011 at the Inn at Perry Cabin in St. 

Michaels, Maryland. Joining Hilary and 

Chad at their wedding was best man and 

Hilary’s brother, Ross Koenig ’02, and his 

fiancée Camie Crawford ’00, along with 

fellow Bullis alumni Melanie (Foulger) 

Bunker ’98 and Jennifer Chandler ’98 who 

served as bridesmaids. Also in attendance 

were Bullis alumni John Simpson ’98 and 

his wife Lindsey (Goodman) Simpson 

’00, Sebastian Astrada ’98, Liz (Meltzer) 

Share Your News
Newly married? Relocating? Expanding your family? 

        Celebrating a career transition? 

                Exotic travel in the works?

Please send in your Class Notes for the next Bullis Magazine to keep 
your classmates and other Bullis friends up to date. High-resolution 
photos (JPEG format) are always welcome.

Be sure to "like" us on Facebook—search Bullis School Alumni 
Association—and follow us on Twitter: @BullisAlumni.

Email your updates to Jennifer Hayman Okun ’99, assistant director of 
alumni and events, at jennifer_okun@bullis.org.

From left, Samantha Panida Sugar, daughter of Peter Sugar ’93 and his wife Wannida; Adam Williamowsky ’95 officiates the 
wedding of Nathan Sugar ’95 and his wife Suzy; Madison Elizabeth Marusak, daughter of Andrew Marusak ’95 and his wife 
Theresa, shows her Bulldog pride; Steve Willenbucher ’95 and his wife Shannon, with children Lauren and Thomas.
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alumni class notes

IN MEMORIAM
We extend deepest sympathies to the 
families of those in our close Bullis 
circle who have recently passed away:

John Stuart Woodyard ’68

alumni class notes

Stagnitta ’98, and Ben Donoghue ’02. 

Hilary and Chad currently reside in New 

York City, where Hilary is an art teacher at 

Poly Prep Country Day School and Chad is 

an analyst at Macquarie Capital. 

1999
Max Kogod recently moved from Napa 

Valley, California, to Burgundy, France, 

where he is working at Domaine Dujac 

winery, in addition to taking language 

classes.

Elan Sheintal and his wife Lauren are the 

proud parents of two sons, Jack, 4, and 

Evan, 2. Elan is working as the general 

manager of Eastern Concrete and resides 

with his family in Gaithersburg. 

Sara (Cheson) Hershfield and her 

husband Mark welcomed their second 

child, daughter Madeline Ada Hershfield, 

on April 12. Madeline joins her big sister 

Samantha, 2. Mark works at the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 

and Sara is enjoying her time as a stay-at-

home mom. The Hershfields live in Point 

of Rocks, Maryland.

2000
Mohamed Fofana reports that he recently 

started a new job with Yahoo as a data 

technician, which he truly enjoys. He is 

also excited that he has recently become 

an American citizen, and now retains dual 

citizenship in the United States and his 

native country of Mali. Mo hopes that his 

friends and classmates are all doing well.

Jessica (Rafferty) Marx is working as an 

event planner at Booz Allen Hamilton, 

which she loves. She and her husband Jeff 

are expecting their first child in November.

2001
Best wishes to Emily Chasen and her 

fiancé Josh Carpenter who recently 

became engaged. The couple met in 

August 2010, and they are getting married 

in July 2013 in Naples, Florida. Emily and 

Josh are both special education teachers 

in the process of attaining their master's 

degrees in teaching, and live in San Diego, 

California, where they met.

Andy Uria recently graduated from 

American University Washington College 

of Law with a J.D. This September, he will 

begin his job as the law clerk for Judge 

Melvin Wright, Head of the Civil Division 

of D.C. Superior Court. Congratulations, 

Andy!

2003
Congratulations to Peter Han who 

was admitted to the Maryland Bar in 

December 2011 and is currently working as 

an attorney in The Department of Labor’s 

Civil Rights Center.

Brad Ryan has recently launched 

Paramount Inventory, a service which 

provides a detailed inventory of your home 

and belongings in case of natural or man-

made disaster (www.paramountinventory.

com). 

Best wishes to Michael Zourdos, who 

graduated in April from Florida State 

University with a Ph.D. in exercise 

physiology. Michael has also accepted a 

position as a professor at Florida Atlantic 

University in Boca Raton, Florida.

2004
Paul Davis and his wife Whitney Tendall 

recently moved back to Potomac from 

New York City, where Paul was working 

From left, Breckyn Shaw Holt, daughter of Kimberly (Lumpkin) Holt ’97 and her husband Zachary; Stella Blue 
Mikolitch (top) and Hazel Delilah Mikolitch, daughters of Jessica (Gross) Mikolitch ’98 and her husband Rich; 
Elysa Barron ’98 at the "Running from an Angel" marathon; Hilary (Koenig) Benyon ’98 and her husband Chad.



on Wall Street. Currently, Paul is quite 

busy. He and Whitney have opened SIP, 

a shaved ice stand, in downtown Silver 

Spring, with plans to expand to further 

locations next summer. Additionally, 

Paul and fellow Bullis alumnus Brandon 

Chasen ’04 are set to open a CrossFit gym 

in Baltimore this summer, and Paul and 

his brother-in-law, are poised to open an 

Elevation Burger in August in Frederick, 

Maryland.

Amanda Feldman has just graduated from 

the University of Maryland with a master's 

degree in Social Work.

Congratulations to Grant Hollingsworth 

who recently graduated from Georgetown 

University Law Center. In September, 

Grant will begin working at the complex 

litigation firm Hollingsworth LLP.

Sarah Jung has been accepted into 

Tuft University’s Ph.D. program in 

Immunology and Molecular Microbiology, 

called MERGE-ID (Medically Oriented 

Research in Graduate Education-

Infectious Disease). Sarah has been 

passionate about research into and 

medical applications to fight infectious 

diseases since her undergraduate studies 

in chemistry at the University of Maryland. 

She will begin her program in July.

2006
Andrew Thal is a web developer for 

LivingSocial, where he works on a 

program called Hungry Academy (www.

hungryacademy.com), which trains select 

developers in the technologies that are 

used at Living Social. In addition, Andrew 

co-created an app called Metro Master 

(www.dcmetromaster.com) that informs 

Metro riders which cars to get on at the 

D.C. Metro so that they can get off near 

the exit escalator or get a seat. 

Samantha Havas recently moved to New 

York City, where she is working at Cosmo 

Street, a post-production company that 

makes commercials. Samantha reports 

that she loves living in New York and is 

happy that several of her Bullis friends are 

in the city as well!

2010
Taryn Kittel has concluded her sophomore 

year at Kenyon College, where she is a 

double major in physics and anthropology. 

She is vice president of the Physics Club, a 

lab assistant in the physics department, a 

math tutor, and also a campus tour guide 

for science visit days. 
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From left, Max Kogod ’99 at the Failla Winery in Napa; Madeline Ada Hershfield, daughter of Sara (Cheson) 
Hershfield ’99 and her husband Mark; Emily Chasen ’01 and her fiancé, Josh Carpenter; Michael Zourdos ‘03 
being hooded by Dr. Jeong-Su Kim at his Florida State University graduation.

Top, Paul Davis ‘04 at his SIP shaved 
ice stand in Silver Spring, with his 
nephew Thomas. 

Above, Sarah Jung ’04 and her father, 
former Headmaster Dr. Richard Jung, 
enjoying lunch together earlier this 
year. 
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From left, former Bullis lacross players Nicole Aust ’11, Meredith 
Swagart ’11 and Alex Aust ‘09 take a break from watching a first 
round game during the NCAA women’s lacrosse tournament.
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From left, Josh Ein ’06, Paul Davis ’04, Svetlin Tintchev ’06, Grant Hollingsworth ’04 and Keith 
Cohen ‘06 relax at a Washington Capitals hockey game.
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On Sunday, June 3 the gym was filled with alumni who came out to play in 
our alumni basketball game. It was great to see such a range of players, 
from those who graduated in 1994 to those who graduated in 2010. We look 
forward to having you join us again next year!  Front row from left: Matthew 
Rosenblatt ’97, Eddie Stoops ’97, Rich Armstead ’97, Ryan Wright ’10, Jamaal 
Greenwood, Kevin Henry ’07 and Brett Stein ‘08. Back row from left: Jeremy 
Myers ’06, Andre Hodo ’10, Varsity Basketball Coach Bruce Kelley, Travis 
Lay ’04, Sam Sentz ’06, Jeff Rubin ’06 and Henry Bernstein ’09. Not pictured: 
Darnell “Sporty” Evans ‘97.

Alumni Enjoy Annual Basketball Game

Classes of 

1961 — 1962 — 1963

51 years  —   50 years   —   49 years

Golden Year Reunion
This fall we are celebrating your 50-year reunion with a special combined event!

SAVE THE DATE

Friday-Saturday, October 5-6, 2012
Bullis School campus in Potomac, Maryland

Contact Jennifer Hayman Okun ’99 at jennifer_okun@bullis.org or 301-634-3649 with 
updated contact information so we can be sure to send you the details.

We look forward to seeing you in October!



Oldest Alumnus Led Distinguished Military Career
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Colonel Richard Rothwell, United States 

Marine Corps, Retired, a gallant warrior 

and a kind, gentle man, died of natural 

causes on May 7, 2012 in Catonsville, 

Maryland, at the age of 99. Over the 

course of his ten-decade life, Rothwell 

served his country with distinction 

during perilous times, built a strong and 

loving family, and earned the respect and 

admiration of those who knew him.

Rothwell was born on November 23, 

1912 in South East Washington, D.C., 

and graduated from Eastern High School 

in 1931 before entering a then-new 

Washington preparatory academy, The 

Bullis School. He graduated from Bullis 

in 1932 and credited the School with 

preparing him to pass the United States 

Naval Academy entrance examinations. 

After graduating from Annapolis in 1936, 

Rothwell was commissioned a second 

lieutenant in the Marines.

In his first duty station, the Washington 

Navy Yard, Rothwell paid personal calls to 

the President, Vice President, and other 

senior government and military officials. 

In 1938, he was stationed in Shanghai with 

the 4th Marine Regiment, where he helped 

protect U.S. citizens from the bitter nearby 

fighting between Japanese and Chinese 

forces. Rothwell met and married Phyllis 

Elizabeth Bowlby upon his return to San 

Diego with his regiment later that year. 

Following the ceremony, he and his bride 

sailed for Marine Barracks, Olongapo, 

Philippine Islands, where their first child, 

Richard, was born.

In 1943, Rothwell reported to Camp 

Pendelton, California, as a major and 

executive officer of the 2d Battalion, 24th 

Marines. Rothwell led his Marines into the 

Pacific Theater, where they teamed up with 

the Navy to capture Roi Namur. Upon 

promotion to lieutenant colonel, Rothwell 

assumed command of his battalion and 

led his troops to victories in Saipan, Tinian 

and Iwo Jima, which earned him the 

Legion of Merit with Combat V and the 

Silver Star for his leadership and bravery. 

While he was deployed in the Pacific 

Theater, Phyllis gave birth to their second 

son, Charles. 

After World War II, Col. Rothwell served 

as chief of staff of the 1st Marine Division 

and as the commanding officer of the 5th 

Marine Regiment at Camp Pendelton. 

Before retiring from the Marine Corps in 

1961, Rothwell was a member of the White 

House National Security Council staff. 

Rothwell and Phyllis settled in 

Massachusetts, where the colonel held 

positions with AVCO and Raytheon 

Corporation. Upon his full retirement in 

1977, the two settled in San Diego, where 

they lived until she passed away in 1998.

In 2003, Col. Rothwell married Rebecca 

Guthrie Hopkins, the widow of a retired 

U.S. Army officer, and they lived in 

Catonsville, Maryland, until his death.

Col. Rothwell is survived by his wife 

Rebecca, and two sons: Col. Richard 

B. Rothwell USMC (Ret) (Ann) of 

Escondido, California, and Charles John 

Rothwell (Sandra) of Bethesda, Maryland; 

four grandchildren, and five great 

grandchildren.

Excerpted with permission from an obituary 
provided by the Iwo Jima Association of 
America and the family of Col. Richard 
Rothwell

Col. Richard and Rebecca Rothwell 
at the Marine Corps Birthday Ball in 
November 2010, where Richard had the 
honor of cutting the cake!



www.bullis.org/summerprograms

More than 65 
Specialty, Academic, and

Athletic camps 
for ages 3½ - 18.

One- to three-week sessions 
June 18-August 10

Register Now!
 

*Registration open 
through first day of 

each session
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