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Expanding the use of technology to better 

serve our community

You are reading our fi rst exclusively-electronic issue of Bullis Magazine! Going electronic 

allows us to add an issue of the magazine this year without adding to our budget, 

and provides the opportunity to communicate more often with you about the exciting 

news and events on campus. We will still print our other two issues each year, and I’m 

glad about that. No matter how much I enjoy technology, I still really enjoy thumbing 

through a magazine or reading an actual book—and you don’t have turn them off in an 

airplane for take-off or landing!

Like any individual or organization, we’re fi nding more and more wonderful ways to use 

technology to streamline, improve and add value to our School. Our new Haiku system 

this year allows students to organize their homework assignments and track grades. 

AP Calculus is in its second year of “fl ipping the classroom,” where teacher Stacey 

Roshan uploads her lectures to iTunes for students to study at home, so they can do 

their “homework” problems in class and benefi t from her one-on-one assistance. Other 

classes have gone almost entirely online. More students are using programs like Prezi 

and custom-made videos to create more engaging and adaptable presentations. We 

will institute a one-to-one laptop program in the fall. And we are blogging, tweeting and 

regularly posting on Facebook, increasing our social media presence to engage with all 

of you and the broader community more frequently.

Technology is just a part of an exciting new era for Bullis. Our applications for new 

admissions rose by 20% this year. Our newly acquired land is opening up our campus 

to great new possibilities for expansion and growth. We are adding new curricula 

offerings in STEM, leadership and entrepreneurship to better prepare our students for 

life after Bullis. And there’s much more.

The magazine is just one way for us to help you keep you in touch and updated on 

today’s Bullis. Remember to friend us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, read our 

electronic letters and check in regularly on our website for the latest news, videos  and 

events. Bullis is evolving from the School you knew in recent years to the 21st century 

Bullis of tomorrow in which technology and other new tools will help us prepare 

students as we have never been able to do before.

head’s perspective
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Les Misérables
Spectacular and sophisticated, 

student production shines

An ensemble of lovely ladies, from left, Stephanie Kaplan ’15, Simone Goldstone ’14, Kalista Zormelo ’12, 
Lisette Booty ’13, Cami Uechi ’12 and Rachel Hahn ’15, gather around Teddy  Sullivan ’15.
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“The best student 

production that I have 

ever seen in my 40 

years as an educator.”

—Dr. Gerald Boarman

Abby Hester ’12 plays a sweet Cosette to Dexter Warren's ’13 stirring 
Jean Valjean.

Stunning performances and an 

outstanding set were just part of the 

Upper School’s dazzling production of Les 

Misérables in February, presented in The 

Blair Family Center for the Arts. Student 

performers, student and staff orchestra 

musicians, and the supportive efforts of 

students and staff backstage all combined 

to take on the ambitious musical play in 

superlative fashion. At Bullis, one of the 

most beloved plays in Broadway history 

emerged as “the best student production 

that I have ever seen in my 40 years as an 

educator,” according to Head of School 

Dr. Gerald Boarman. 

Directed by Upper School Theater 

Teacher Charles Johnson and produced by 

Choral Music Director Jason Strunk, with 

musical direction by Director of Visual 

and Performing Arts Cheryl Terwilliger, 

the Bullis production of “Les Mis” more 

than did justice to the brilliance of the 

original play. The story, based on the 

Victor Hugo novel and translated into 

a musical by Alain Boublil and Claude-

Michel Schönberg, centers on an escaped 

convict in 19th century France who reforms 

his life through good deeds, raising a child 

in a country torn by revolution, even while 

pursued by a relentless enemy. Enriched 

by unforgettable music, the play touches 

on mature themes of right and wrong, 

freedom and oppression. A complex show 

for any company, Les Misérables places 

high demands on cast and crew alike—

challenges that our Bullis students and 

staff met with originality and professional 

polish.

Onstage, every Bullis player was 

notable in his or her role, turning 

in performances that ranged from 

delightful to heartbreaking. Students 

in key roles included Dexter Warren 

’13 as a stirring Jean Valjean; Eric Pan 

’12 as a commanding Inspector Javert; 

Lexi Kay ’12 was touching as Fantine 

while Jessica Howard ’14 broke hearts 

as tragic Éponine; Abby Hester ’12 and 

Jeffrey Bass ’12 were excellent as gentle 
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“This was one of 

the largest and 

most challenging 

productions we've 

ever done at Bullis. 

We had a lot of fun 

and the end result 

was amazing!”

—Charles Johnson

The excellent ensemble included, from left in the foreground, Fallon McKnight ’15, Simone 
Goldstone ’14, Lisette Booty ’13, Rachel Hahn ’15 and Lexi Kay ’12. Partially pictured in the 
background, from left, Morgan Williams ’12, Stephanie Kaplan ’15, Anya Fasolyak ’14 and 
Dylan Stabbe ’12.

Cosette and idealistic Marius; Cadyn 

Harrington ’20 captured audience 

affection as young Gavroche, and Virginia 

O’Connor ’12 and Will Tavel ’13 earned 

laughter and extra applause as the darkly 

comic innkeepers. The ensemble gave 

exhilarating performances with each song 

and vignette.

Offstage, the tech crew constructed an 

ingenious multifunctional set—gates, 

building façades, tables, chairs and props 

all given several uses—topped off by the 

scaffolded barricade, a turning central 

piece designed by technical director Steve 

Hambrick and created by many Bullis 

hands. A straightforward approach to 

complex set changes was accomplished by 

costumed stage crew members smoothly 

shifting set pieces as the show continued 

around them. 

Behind the scenes, Bullis staff outside 

the music and theater arts departments 

contributed in several ways too. Teachers 

Stefi  Gogerty and Laura Heninger played 

in the orchestra; Facilities staff member 

John Cerniglia, hidden backstage, 

sang; and offi ce staff assisted with the 

Virginia O'Connor ’12 entertains 
as the immoral Mme. Thénardiers, 
while Cadyn Harrington ’20 plays 
young Éponine.
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program and other details. Bullis parents, 

families and friends attended the three 

performances in record numbers. In all, 

the Bullis production of Les Misérables 

succeeded magnifi cently with the talent 

and support of many. 

“This was one of the largest and most 

challenging productions we’ve ever done 

at Bullis,” remarks Charles Johnson, 

the play’s director. “I’m so proud of 

how hard the cast and crew worked, the 

ownership and responsibility they took 

on for the show and how everything 

came together. We had a lot of fun and 

the end result was amazing!” With its 

exceptional performances, set, musical 

accompaniment and high production 

values, Bullis’  memorable version of Les 

Misérables deserves every accolade.

Above photo, Jessica Howard's ’14 Éponine expires in the arms of Marius, played by 
Jeff Bass ’12.

Below, Eric Pan ’12 plays Javert to William Tavel's ’13 Thénardier.

Celebrating the revolution, from left, Amma Calhoun '13, Teddy Sullivan '15, Jack 
Chellman '14, Jeff Bass '12, Jai Paton '13, David Fireman '13, Colton Harrington '14, 
Oriana Theo '14 and Josh Czerweic '13, with Drew Micholas ’14 waving the fl ag in 
the rear.
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Diversity and Equity

In Fall 2010, Head of School Dr. Gerald 

Boarman established a task force to focus 

on issues of diversity at Bullis. Since then, 

this active task force of 25 operational 

and instructional staff and administrators 

has been instrumental in bringing greater 

education and awareness on the topic to 

our staff, and has begun similar work with 

students and families.

Chaired by Upper School teachers Dr. Sara 

Romeyn and Bryan Whitford along with 

Director of Institutional Advancement 

Joanne Szadkowski, the task force got 

to work right away by surveying all 

staff to identify their lived experience 

at Bullis. They received training from a 

diversity and equity team from nearby 

Georgetown Day School, and sent task 

force members to such workshops as the 

Equity Collaborative and the People of 

Color Conference. They collaborated with 

diversity practitioners at area independent 

schools, and conducted two full-day 

professional development sessions for all 

Bullis staff to explore and examine more 

deeply our personal and institutional 

values related to diversity. 

In addition, the group is collaborating 

with the diversity liaison of the Parent 

Committee, Eric Siegel P’12 and ’14 and 

Talia Fox P’19, who initiated an open 

forum for parents. Together, they are 

examining issues of diversity for families.

Currently, the task force is turning its 

attention to the student experience. 

The Beyond the Books day in the Upper 

School in March had a strong diversity 

component. The Diversity at Bullis student 

group has been invited to work with the 

task force, and several students who 

attended the recent Student Diversity 

Leadership Conference subsequently 

facilitated the student-run MLK Day 

assembly and presented to the faculty 

on their experience. The task force and 

the DAB are working together to develop 

student leaders who will take a signifi cant 

role in campus diversity work and work 

collaboratively with the adult diversity 

leadership.

Mr. Whitford says that those students who 

attend SDLC “go in as learners and walk 

away as leaders, empowered and inspired 

and eager to apply their training to 

Diversity Task Force members, back row, from left Tamara Schurdak, Connie Giles, Jennie Hale; third 

row, Joanne Szadkowski, Anne Gunning, Neemisha Mufuka, Rachel Baker, Wendy Sturges; second row,  
Sara Romeyn, Victoria Benson, Talia Fox, Emily Lugo, Jack Kinder, Peter Sun; front, Katrina Hunter and 
Carolyn Cohen. 
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“The task force is 

now adding a future 

focus to explore 

how to make the 

Bullis community 

the most inclusive 

and welcoming 

community possible.”

—Joanne Szadkowski

develop strategies that highlight diversity 

and inclusiveness in the community. To 

learn more about the student experience, 

it’s essential that we include the student 

voice.” 

Following the initial work of addressing 

current issues on campus, Ms. 

Szadkowski remarked that “the task force 

is now adding a future focus to explore 

how to make the Bullis community the 

most inclusive and welcoming community 

possible.”  Specifi cally, she explained, 

“the group is examining recruitment, 

hiring and retention of staff to increase 

staff diversity, the importance of socio-

economic diversity within the reality 

of limited budgets, and the ongoing 

education and discussion needed 

to address other issues of diversity 

respecting the continuum of viewpoints, 

while standing fi rm on the School’s values 

that are non-discriminatory and inclusive 

of all.”

Dr. Romeyn adds that embedding a 

diversity component into the curriculum 

will be another important aspect of future 

task force efforts. “We want to explore 

what the classroom experience is like 

for all of our students and how we can 

better refl ect diverse experiences and 

backgrounds in our teaching.”

With much yet to be done, the task force is 

pleased with its progress. “While at times 

it’s overwhelming to think of how big our 

tasks are,” Dr. Romeyn says, “ we are also 

optimistic, thinking how far we have come 

and how much positive energy we have 

now around diversity work.”

From left, those participating in the Student Diversity Leadership 
Conference in Philadelphia were Dexter Warren ’13, Youyang Zhou ’13, 
JD Dyer ’13 and Kendall Mitchell ’13 (not pictured, Lisette Booty ’13).
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news
Gala 2012: Mardi Gras

Tammy McKnight, P’15, ’18, at left, takes a break during silent 
auction bidding to visit with Gala co-chairs Jill Bushkoff, P’10, 
’13 and Amy Carroll, P’07, ’10, ’15.

From left, Allison and Brian Lumpkin ’00 visit with Robert Bunting, P’88, ’92, 
’95, ’98, ’05 and daughters Kimberly ’05 and Stephanie ’92 Bunting.

Chris and Claudia Brown, P’16, ’17, ’20, fully 
embraced the Mardi Gras spirit.

On Friday, March 16, the Mardi Gras Gala 

raised $293,000 in support of fi nancial aid 

and professional development programs, 

including a new record for “Raise the 

Paddle” of $91,000 to fund an expansion 

of the Penny Bunting Terrace.

With the greatest appreciation, we thank 

Gala Co-Chairs Jill Bushkoff P’10 and ’13 

and Amy Carroll P’07, ’10 and ’15 for their 

enthusiastic and dedicated leadership, 

as well as all the parent volunteers who 

donated countless hours of their time to 

the Gala. Their efforts, combined with 

the energetic participation and generous 

bidding of the Gala attendees, produced 

a great event that displayed the positive 

impact and generous contributions of our 

community, helping Bullis to continue to 

grow.  
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Bullis Ranks Highly in Best of Bethesda
Once again, the readers of Bethesda 

Magazine voted Bullis the best private 

school for academics and the arts in its 

recent poll, which was featured in its 

January/February 2012 issue. 

The article cites the new Academic Center 

as one example of the school’s excellence: 

“Located in the library, the center provides 

advanced technology and onsite staff, 

exemplifying the Potomac private school’s 

commitment to helping its students 

succeed.”

Noting Bullis’ “emphasis on striking a 

balance between academics, arts, athletics 

and community service,” the magazine 

quotes alumna and Parents Association 

President Michelle Cohen, who describes 

Bullis as a place where “everybody can 

fi nd their niche.”

Lauding the school’s 80-year history , the 

article concludes with a quote from Head 

of School Dr. Gerald L. Boarman: “The 

true gift of Bullis is that it doesn’t stand 

still. Rather than be afraid of change, our 

faculty embraces change.”

Click here to read the full story.

An Ounce of Prevention
The varsity girls’ lacrosse team made 

history at the start of their spring season: 

they are the fi rst team in the area to 

require all players to wear helmets. Coach 

Kathleen Lloyd instituted this new policy 

after nine girls suffered concussions last 

year, stating “we think this is a proactive 

way to help protect our girls.” Bullis is 

ahead of the industry, with the sport’s 

governing body U.S. Lacrosse planning 

an initial meeting in May to consider a 

headgear standard. 

While the Bullis girls are focusing on 

their game, they know that opponents 

are also watching to see if the headgear 

affects their performance or that of their 

opponents. Some critics are concerned 

that more players wearing helmets might 

in fact increase the physical intensity of 

the game and change the sport. But for 

the team, the helmets simply provide a 

bit more protection, just like the mouth 

guards and goggles they also wear. 

This story has received media interest 

from a number of outlets. Read more 

here.

Twenty-two members of the Bullis Concert 

Choir returned victorious after competing 

at the Young Prague 2012 musical festival 

over Spring Break. The event draws up to 

1000 musical performers from throughout 

the world to the annual event. 

Before the competitive portion of the 

festival, the Bullis singers performed at 

two public presentations at unique venues 

in the historic city. In the next phase of 

the festival, The Bullis singers competed 

in the  gospel and spiritual category. After 

performing four pieces, the group took 

home the silver medal—the top prize in 

this category! 

As part of the festival, the Bullis group 

enjoyed a variety of other activities 

exploring Prague and meeting their fellow 

competitors and performers from around 

the world. See photos and video from the 

trip here.

Young Prague 

Winners

Sporting protective headgear are players, from left, Carley Sturges ’12, 
Rachel Stouck ’12, Molly Morris ’12, Isabelle King ’12, Katie Calder ’12 and 
Katie Silverstein ’12.

http://www.bethesdamagazine.com/Bethesda-Magazine/Best-of-Bethesda-2012/Best-of-Bethesda-2012-Bullis-School/
http://www.youngprague.cz/photos.html
http://www.bullis.org/gallery/index.aspx?LinkID=168&ModuleID=98
http://www.gazette.net/article/20120328/SPORTS/703289923&template=gazette
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academics
English
Minimester
Adapted from a story by Jamie Smith ’12 in 

the student newspaper, The Bulldog

A unique three-week course elective 

debuted after Thanksgiving in the Upper 

School English department. For the weeks 

at the start of the new trimester before 

winter break, students were offered a 

choice of classes never before offered at 

Bullis.

“In my ‘Gender in the Media’ class, we 

talked about typical stereotypes that are 

portrayed in ads and how many ads you 

see in one day. The class was refreshing 

and a nice change from the routine” 

says Dejah Stewart ‘12. Cameron Buck 

’12, agrees : “In ‘Comedy Through the 

Ages’ we watched sketches from different 

time periods and then moved into more 

textual-based comedies, such as Chaucer’s 

‘The Miller’s Tale’ and Swift’s ‘A Modest 

Proposal.’” 

Kia Saint-Louis ’13 took “Poetry Rocks.” 

“We analyzed songs from many different 

generations as if they were poems. I liked 

the class; it was a new and interesting 

way to bring English class into the lives of 

our generation.” In “Horror Story,” Blake 

Priddy ‘14 “studied the ways horror writers 

make their stories and learned how to 

create a story.” 

Under the leadership of Department 

Chair Molly Chehak, the minimester 

was deemed a success by both students 

and teachers. The English department is 

already developing plans for next year’s 

program.

A Look at The Bulldog
Several times each year, The Bulldog—

Bullis’ student-generated newspaper—

provides a platform for student expression 

and delights the school community. 

Whenever the string-bound stacks of 

newspapers arrive on campus, students 

and staff eagerly read the latest news. 

Upper School students in journalism 

and related classes jointly produce the 

newspaper under the guidance of Upper 

School English teacher Brad Kosegarten. 

New issues are initiated in a pitch session, 

when editor-in-chief Brian Bank ’12 hands 

around notepads as students brainstorm 

articles and determine assignments. 

As newspaper advisor, Mr. Kosegarten 

provides instruction and oversees 

the process while students plan and 

create each issue. From research and 

interviews to writing, editing, design and 

working with a local printer, all aspects 

of newspaper production are handled by 

the staff with enthusiasm, dedication and 

increasing skill and experience.

Student reporters and editors contribute 

to a newspaper that is imaginative 

and informative. For an article in the 

December 2011 issue about young voter 

reactions to current politics, Joe Sageman 

’13 devised and conducted a poll of Bullis 

seniors; his fi ndings merited front-page 

placement. Other articles and opinion 

pieces range from serious inquiries to fun 

looks at a variety of subjects. 

Working together, these journalism 

students are aware of the “power and 

ethical responsibility that comes with 

publishing for an audience,” says 

Kosegarten. “Sometimes they will edit 

opinion pieces in particular, adjusting tone 

and style to avoid negativity while still 

stating their point effectively.” 

“As Bullis encourages application 

of real world skills in the classroom, 

journalism is an excellent option for 

students,” Kosegarten says. Soon, he 

explains, the newspaper may have an 

online component as well, although “it’s 

important to keep the print issue going. 

The students want to see their work in that 

tangible form.” 

Gathering to review 
their content are 
journalists, back 
row from left, Aron 
Wegner ’12, Jack 
Fatheree ’12, Rachel 
Perelman ’12, Quentin 
Yeoman ’12. Front row 
from left, Brian Bank 
’12, David Harrison 
’13, Hunty Brown ’13, 
Joe Sageman ’13 and 
Allison Osterman ’13.
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faculty notes
Longtime Staff  Honored for Their Service

From left, Dr. Sara Romeyn, Kira Off, Doan Duong and Michael Chellman.

In January, Bullis held its annual ten-

year chair ceremony to recognize staff 

members who have achieved ten or more 

years of service. This year’s honorees 

were: Michael Chellman, Upper School 

social studies; Doan Duong, director of 

Food Services; Kira Orr, Middle School 

dean of students; and Dr. Sara Romeyn, 

Upper School social studies.

Ms. Duong came to Bullis in 1984, three 

years after a harrowing escape from 

Vietnam. She was promoted to food 

service manager in 1992, the position she 

has fi lled so wonderfully for the last 20 

years.

Today, her team provides high quality 

meals and service to 900 students, staff 

and visitors each day. After many years in 

this demanding job, Doan still has a deep 

love and enthusiasm for Bullis, and wakes 

up each morning excited to come to work.

Throughout her years at Bullis, Ms. Orr 

has had a variety of roles. A graduate of 

the Class of 1993, she earned 12 varsity 

letters in fi ve different sports. She excelled 

as a student and an athlete at Duke 

University and in 1999 returned to Bullis 

as a PE teacher and coach. Over the 

years, Kira Orr has coached basketball, 

fi eld hockey, soccer and softball. She has 

also organized fi eld days and experiential 

education programs, and this year 

ventured beyond athletics to become 

the Middle School dean. Through her 

dedication, understanding, fairness and 

compassion, she has developed long-

lasting bonds with students and has 

become a role model for many. 

Mr. Chellman became a teacher 25 years 

ago, working in Vermont and then Fairfax 

County, Virginia. At Bullis, he was the fi rst 

recipient of the Student Government’s 

“Outstanding Teacher” award. “If you 

focus on the grades or the course 

content,” Mr. Chellman says, “sometimes 

you win and sometimes you lose. If you 

focus on the student, you win every time.” 

He studies the latest breakthroughs in 

brain research to better understand how 

students learn, and to discover the best 

methods for teaching. As his son, Jack 

Chellman ’14, says, “his desire to make 

lasting impressions on his students and 

change them for the better is one of his 

most admirable traits.”

Dr. Romeyn came to Bullis in 2002, and in 

the ten years since, has served as chair of 

the Social Studies Department and coach 

of “It’s Academic.” Currently she co-chairs 

the Bullis Diversity Task Force and serves 

on the Conduct Review Board. Actively 

involved with community service, next year 

Dr. Romeyn will serve as director of the 

Community Service Club. The annual Toy 

Drive, the Cereal Drive to benefi t Manna 

Food Center, and visits to senior citizens 

at Manor Care are among the programs 

that she developed and oversees.

Dr. Romeyn’s passion for history 

is matched only by her passion 

for her students, who often return 

after graduating to thank her for the 

preparation she provided. She regularly 

monitors innovations in her fi eld to bring 

the best ideas back to the classroom, 

such as switching her curriculum from 

chronological to thematic, and utilizing 

social media tools like Facebook and 

iMovie.
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arts
Imagination
A sampling of artwork produced by students 

across the divisions.

Hunty Brown ’13

Elya Baker ’19Mark Williams ’20

Bryana Small ’16



WINTER/SPRING 2012 13

Carly Sturges ’12

Joe Hazel ’12

Morgan Cafritz ’13

Geoff  Gibson ’12 



arts
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Yasmin Rucker ’14

Hanna Pordy ’13 Kali Engle ’14

Paul Mavrikes ’14
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Dylan Owens ’14

Zac Culham ’15Kyla Lewis ’15

Dayna Clayton ’14
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athletics

 CARLY BASS ’14 
Swimming

Sophomore Carly Bass encountered her 

fi rst signifi cant swimming challenge when 

she joined Potomac Swim and Dive’s 

Minnows team. The coaches intended to 

hold her back from competing because 

they were not convinced she was ready. 

Undeterred, Carly immediately felt a spark 

that propelled her to work hard enough 

JOSEPH H AZEL ’12

Basketball

Senior Joe Hazel recalls as a toddler 

trailing along on the basketball court 

behind his father and older brother, 

learning the game that to this day brings 

an easy smile to his face. He developed 

with competitive play on the region-

wide Team Takeover, then advanced to 

the Bullis varsity basketball team in his 

freshman year and was selected as a team 

captain in both his junior and senior years.

As a shooting guard, Joe enjoys facilitating 

the fl ow of the game, “getting everyone 

involved in the game as well as scoring 

the ball myself,” he says.  Joe led the 

team this year to an incredible 23-3 

record and the IAC championship. Coach 

Bruce Kelley appreciates Joe’s thorough 

knowledge of the coaching system and his 

understanding of the coach’s expectations 

of players. “When he plays, it’s like having 

another coach on the fl oor,” recognizes 

Coach Kelley. “That’s a rare trait.” 

Wrapping up his seventh year at Bullis, 

Joe relishes opportunities to take on new 

activities. After two years playing trumpet 

in concert band, he took a break to try 

his hand at visual art—and discovered a 

passion for ceramics. Balancing excellence 

in the classroom—he maintains a 4.0 

cumulative grade point average—with 

prowess on the court, passion in the 

art studio and a warm and outgoing 

personality, Joe also represents Bullis well 

as a student ambassador.

As he prepares to say farewell to Bullis, Joe 

is weighing college options, considering 

Morehouse, Syracuse and a handful 

of other schools while he sees what 

other opportunities open up. Although 

basketball will always be part of his life, Joe 

hopes to pursue a legal career.

Outstanding Athletes

to disprove them. Today that spark, alive 

and strong, has led Carly to compete in 

all swimming strokes; she excels at the 

butterfl y, the most diffi cult of the four.

As team captain, Carly describes her 

role as “something like a stage manager 

for swimming, trying to motivate my 

teammates rather than boss them 

around.” She is frequently described as 

one of the hardest workers on the team. 

Coach Bryan Jones, who works diligently 

to mold the team into a more competitive 

enterprise, appreciates the ways in which 

Carly models her work ethic. “Even when 

sick she attends practice and exercises 
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poolside,” he reports. Highly respected 

by her teammates, Carly ably “balances 

the need to be authoritative with keeping 

things fun.” 

On land, Carly’s greatest passion has long 

been horseback riding; last spring she 

added softball as well, making varsity her 

fi rst season. She also plays fl ute in Concert 

Band and Jazz Ensemble. With two 

more years ahead of her at Bullis, Carly 

anticipates continuing to sample new 

activities, recognizing that “Bullis’ smaller 

environment really makes it easier to fi nd 

your talents.” 

 LEIGH ULICA ’12

Wrestling

After entering Bullis in the 6th grade, 

senior Leigh Ulica started wrestling in 9th 

grade. “I wasn’t that good at it, but I stuck 

with it,” he recalls. And he’s defi nitely 

gotten better. Last year, he was second in 

the IAC. This season, with 26 wins and 

only fi ve losses, Leigh also placed second 

in all-IAC recognition. 

Coach Ali Elias says he has really enjoyed 

coaching Leigh, remarking that he is “a 

hard worker who makes no excuses and 

always does more than his part.” 

Leigh, who also played varsity football, 

says that “wrestling is a great second 

sport, because it builds handwork and 

improves your speed off the line and gives 

you faster hands.” Even in the off-season, 

Leigh can often be found working out.

Approaching graduation, Leigh looks back 

fondly on his years at Bullis and feels 

grateful for all the opportunities provided 

here, most notably wrestling. He advises 

younger students to give wrestling a try 

and to stick with it, because given time, 

“you can be successful.” Leigh is living 

proof of that!
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athletics
TAYLOR JENKINS ’12

 Basketball

Taylor Jenkins may be headed to the 

University of South Alabama to play 

basketball in the fall, but her heart will 

linger at Bullis. “The helpful teachers, 

smaller classes, the other students and 

all the things we can do and classes 

we can take are all things I will miss.” 

She has certainly taken advantage of all 

Bullis offers. In addition to basketball, 

Taylor runs track, served on the prom 

committee, and is a student tutor, student 

ambassador and peer mentor.

Taylor came to Bullis in 9th grade and 

was a key contributor each year to the 

team, which fi nished this season 20-7 

and second place in the ISL.  She started 

every game, averaging nine points and six 

rebounds per game, and scored her 1000th 

Bullis career point heading to the ISL 

tournament.

Coach Kira Orr says, “Taylor is one of the 

hardest working, most dependable and 

selfl ess student-athletes I’ve ever worked 

with. She commands respect through 

her actions and embodies everything we 

want our Bullis student-athletes to be:  

determined, driven and dedicated to being 

the best Bullis has to offer.”

Taylor hopes to pursue an engineering 

degree in college, and possibly play pro 

basketball. What will she do from there?  

“Maybe coaching or training, because I’ll 

always want a connection to basketball.”

IAC Champions
Congratulations to the varsity boys' 

basketball team for winning the IAC 

championship in February. The team had 

an impressive 24-3 season, which ended 

with a decisive win over Landon 70-47 

in the semi-fi nals of the IAC tournament 

and a victory over Georgetown Prep in the 

fi nals. Read the press coverage and view 

more photos here. 

Celebrating their championship win, front row, from left, Winton Lyle '13, Aaron 
Briggs '14, Joe Hazel '12, Chris Aust '14 and Nicholas Bowie '12. Back row, from 
left, Russell Sangster '14, Nigel Pruitt '12, Aidan Hadley '12, Anthony Thompson 
'13, Quentin Yeoman '12 and A.J. Metz '13.

http://www.bullis.org/news/article/index.aspx?pageaction=ViewSinglePublic&LinkID=1354&ModuleID=64&NEWSPID=4
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Kline Alumni Stadium inscribed bricks are once again available!  
Purchase a personalized brick in honor or memory of a team, teacher, coach, individual or family.

Name: ____________________________________     Relationship to Bullis: _________________________  

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________ E-mail: __________________________________________

Brick orders are payable in full. Please completely fi ll out this form and 
return with a check for $250 made payable to Bullis School.

Mail to: Bullis School Advancement Offi  ce, 10601 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854

Questions? Contact Joanne Szadkowski, Director of Institutional Advancement, 
at joanne_szadkowski@bullis.org or 301-983-5707.

All contributions are tax deductible to a 501(c)(3) organization in accordance with IRS regulations.

Building Support for Bullis

One                                             at a Time

Proceeds from brick purchases will support the Annual Fund at Bullis. 
Thank you for supporting Bullis and showing your school spirit!

Please print text as you wish it to be engraved on the brick
Limit: 15 letters per line – 3 lines maximum per brick.

One letter or character per block
Please use a separate form for each brick ordered.
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EACH GIFT 

to the Bullis 

Annual Fund 

MAKES A 

DIFFERENCE today!

20  

So far, we have raised $848,000 of our $900,000 goal! Many 
thanks to the Bullis families and friends who have already contributed 
to this effort. We need the participation of our entire Bullis 
Community in order to raise the remaining $52,000 and make this 
year’s Annual Fund a phenomenal success! 

Gifts can be made online at www.bullis.org/donate 
Or contact Kily Battista, Director of Annual Giving 
at kily_battista@bullis.org or 301-634-3697 

 Thank you for leading the Bullis way!

BULLIS
BULBULBULBULBULBULBULBULBULBULBULBUBULBUBBULBULBULBULBULBBULBUBBBULB LULLBULLISLISLILISLISISLISLISSLISLISLISLISLISLISSLISSLLISISLILILISILISLILL magmagmamagmagmagmagmamagmamagmagmagmamagmamagmagmamagmagmagmagmagm gmmaa azazaazaziazazazaazaaazaaaazzazazzaa nenenenneneneneneeeenenennnnnn

Click here 
to donate

https://dnbweb1.blackbaud.com/OPXDONATE/AddDonor.asp?cguid=6860F0F9%2DF52E%2D49E9%2DAE27%2D1867A6FA72A5&sTarget=https%3A%2F%2Fdnbweb1%2Eblackbaud%2Ecom%2FOPXDONATE%2Fdonate%2Easp%3Fcguid%3D6860F0F9%252DF52E%252D49E9%252DAE27%252D1867A6FA72A5%26dpid%3D389&sid=5A08CD85%2DCB58%2D4718%2D8AE3%2D1C76AF3286FC
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=M_USU_zdQJ4


advancement 
perspectives
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With the commitment of everyone in our 

community, we will succeed in reaching this 

year's fundraising goal.

The strength of the Bullis community is most evident in its willingness to give—of its 

time, its resources, its advice and counsel, and in support of new ideas and programs. 

This year we have once again received the wonderful support of parents, alumni, faculty 

and staff for the Annual Fund and other events and causes. 

At present, we have raised $848,000 toward our total Annual Fund goal of $900,000. 

We thank all those families and donors who have brought us so far and who make Bullis 

a philanthropic priority. To reach our ultimate goal, we need everyone’s participation. 

Currently, 64 % of parents have contributed, and we know that with the participation of 

those who have yet to give, we will be successful in our goal this year! If you have not yet 

pledged, we hope that we can count on you to make your commitment to Bullis soon.

Thank you for your support of our recent events, including our annual Wine Tasting, when 

donors brought many fi ne wines to be auctioned at our “Mardi Gras” Gala. This year’s 

Gala, chaired by Jill Bushkoff and Amy Carroll, raised a signifi cant $293,000 for fi nancial 

aid and professional development funds. We also achieved the highest amount ever for 

“Raise the Paddle”—$91,000 to remodel the Penny Bunting Terrace! 

Also, the long-awaited new baseball and softball renovations are now complete. We thank 

all who contributed to this project, along with the businesses that also gave generously of 

their resources. The Bullis community is invited to a ribbon cutting ceremony on Saturday, 

April 14, at 1:30 p.m. for the formal dedication of our new fi elds. 

Everyone in our community gives in so many ways, which helps make Bullis the caring 

place it is. For all that you do to help Bullis School to be the very best it can be—my 

sincerest appreciation and heartfelt thanks.

Most sincerely,

Director of Institutional Advancement
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Name ____________________________________ Handicap: ________

Bullis class year (Alumni: ’75; Parents: P’06, etc.) _________________

Address ___________________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________________

 Individual
 Match me up with a foursome
 I will be playing with:

  _______________________________________ Handicap: ________

  _______________________________________ Handicap: ________

  _______________________________________ Handicap: ________

Fees:
Golfer $175  ____________
Bullis Employee/Young Alumni (2000-2011) $75  ____________
Amount Enclosed for Sponsorship $  ____________
 (Sponsor details below)
Total $  ____________

 I cannot attend, but would like to make a tax-deductible donation   
 of $ ___________.

Payment type (check one):
Enclosed is my check payable to Bullis School
Visa
MasterCard

Account # ____________________________________   Exp ___/___

Signature __________________________________________________

Name as it appears on card ___________________________________

Zip code of billing address for card _____________________________

Please send completed form to:
Joanne Szadkowski, Alumni Offi  ce, Bullis School

10601 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854
T 301-983-5707, F 301-634-3653

joanne_szadkowski@bullis.org

Count me in as a sponsor!
All sponsors will receive the following, in addition to the greens fees 
identifi ed below:

 – A hole sponsor sign with the name and logo of the family/company

 – Special tournament gift

 – Name and logo included in the rules and pairings program

 – Special acknowledgement at the awards ceremony

 Tournament Sponsor — $10,000 (sold to Total Wine & More)
 Includes: Greens fees for two foursomes and hole signage

 Awards Ceremony Sponsor — $5,000
 Includes: Greens fees for two foursomes and hole signage

 Lunch Sponsor — $2,500
 Includes: Greens fees for one foursome and hole signage

 Drink Cart Sponsor — $2,000
 Includes: Greens fees for one foursome and signage

 Putting Contest Sponsor — $1,500
 Includes: Greens fees for one foursome and hole signage

 Foursome Sponsor — $1,000 
 Includes: Greens fees for one foursome and hole signage

 Hole Sponsor — $500
 Includes: Greens fees for one player and hole signage

 Donations
 We are looking for donors to provide the following items:
 • Tournament hats
 • Golf balls and tees
 • Longest drive prizes (men’s and women’s)
 • Closest to the pin prizes (men’s and women’s)
 • Hole signs

Company/contact information for event program listing:

_____________________________________________________________
Company Name

_____________________________________________________________
Primary Contact Position/Title

_____________________________________________________________
Address

_____________________________________________________________
Address

_____________________________________________________________
Phone, Fax, E-mail

Bullis School 
Annual Jerry May Golf Tournament
 Sponsored by 

  and hosted by the Bullis Alumni Association

Friday, May 18, 2012  •  Lunch: 12:00 p.m.  •  Shotgun Start: 1:00 p.m.
Falls Road Golf Course, 10800 Falls Road, Potomac, MD 20854

Tournament Co-Chairs:
Eddie Bullis ’86  •  George Mavrikes P’14, ’17  •  Carl Tugberk ’98

Please register online or send your completed form

www.bulliscommunity.org/golf
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Bullis Magazine recently checked in with 

Jennifer Hayman Okun ‘99, assistant 

director of alumni, to learn how Bullis 

uses social media to keep in touch with 

alumni:

Q. How is social media making a 

diff erence for Bullis alumni?  

Jennifer: We’ re seeing a lot more activity 

on our Facebook page lately. I post a 

wide range of photos from past years 

at Bullis—classes, individuals, candids, 

events, sports, reunions—and alumni who 

visit the page are tagging, “liking” and 

reconnecting. Bullis alumni are reuniting 

with old friends on our page, and it’s great 

to hear what they’re doing currently.

Facebook makes quick communication 

possible, so alumni are better informed 

about what’s happening at Bullis. So, 

more are attending homecoming, 

reunions, the golf tournament and other 

events. We also encourage alumni to 

share news and post pictures of their 

Bullis days on our Facebook page.

Q. Does the Alumni Offi  ce use other 

social media outlets?

Jennifer: We use Twitter (@BullisAlumni) 

to post news, updates and reminders, 

and our alumni e-newsletter goes out 

regularly with recent news and upcoming 

events of interest to alumni. Because 

we rely on email as a primary means of 

communicating, we encourage all alumni 

to send us any changes to their contact 

information as soon as possible.

Q. What can we expect in the future for 

Bullis Alumni communications?  

Jennifer: Soon a new alumni portal via the 

Bullis website will allow alumni to connect 

directly with each other. They can update 

contact information, post class notes and 

even share job openings. We do our best 

to keep our alumni updated—and we 

want them to keep us informed too! 

Social Media and Alumni Relations

alumni relations

Share Your News

 Newly married? Relocating?

       Celebrating a career transition or promotion? 

 Receiving an award or recognition? 

              Announcing an expanding family? 

                    Undertaking some exotic travel?
Keep your classmates and other Bullis friends up to date 
by sending Class Notes for the next Bullis Magazine. High-
resolution photos are always welcome as well.

Email your updates to:
 Jennifer Hayman Okun ’99
 Assistant Director of Alumni and Events
 jennifer_okun@bullis.org

Find us on Facebook: 

Bullis School Alumni 

Association 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@BullisAlumni 

http://twitter.com/#!/bullisalumni
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bullis-School-Alumni-Association/95156047481
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Bullis-School-Alumni-Association/95156047481


Bullis graduate fi nds a way to combine his love of technology and 

English to improve student learning.

Jordan Schugar ’94
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Jordan Schugar ‘94 still smiles when he 

thinks of his dreams after high school. 

“I went to college to be an engineer. I 

never would have guessed I’d ever teach 

English.” But once he got to college, he 

quickly changed his mind. 

Jordan traces a love for English back to 

7th grade at Bullis.  “I immediately loved 

interpreting literature and had lots of 

great teachers, including Larry Klinger 

and Doug London. Larry Klinger made it 

fun. With his quirky personality, we didn’t 

realize we were learning anything, but he 

fostered in me a love of English.” And 

Doug London, also, “was instrumental 

in my literary pursuits of naturalism.” 

Soon after starting at the University of 

Colorado at Boulder, Jordan realized 

that for him “reading outside under a 

tree was more appealing than writing 

computer code in a windowless lab,” so 

he switched and became an English major.  

After graduating in 1998 he went on to 

earn a master’s in English Literature at 

Humboldt State University in 2000.

A visit home the next year resulted in a 

teaching job at Bullis. Jordan chuckles as 

he recalls the start of his fi rst day. “I was 

nervous walking into the teachers’ lounge, 

but was immediately calmed by the warm 

and genuine welcome from my new 

colleagues. Some were even my former 

teachers! Shirley Kirkwood in particular 

was always great. She really made my time 

teaching at Bullis very special.” 

From 2000 -2003, Jordan taught English in 

both the Lower and Upper Schools along 

with media journalism, and was quite 

impressed—although not surprised—

that Bullis was ahead of its time with 

the integration of technology in the 

classroom. Jordan credits Ty Lloyd (Bullis’ 

current systems administrator) and Geoff 

Wagg (former director of technology) for 

mentoring his own appreciation of the 

benefi ts of technology in teaching and 

education. 

Jordan applied his experience as a Bullis 

soccer player to help coach the varsity 

boys’ team with George Moore, and is 

especially proud of his role in helping to 

spearhead the ice hockey program, which 

Jordan tried to petition for as a student. 

The team’s creation obviously resonated 

with its core players, several of whom still 

reunite every Thanksgiving for a game.

Jordan’s academic pursuits continued 

to link back to his alma mater. As an 

undergraduate, he worked with Doug 

London as part of an internship between 

CU and the Alexander Dawson School. 

As a Ph.D. student, Jordan enjoyed a 

coveted opportunity to write notes for Jack 

London’s The Iron Heel (2006 edition), a 

book he considered to be the culmination 

of his English experience at Bullis. Jordan 

graduated from the University of Maryland 

College Park with a Ph.D. in curriculum 

and instruction/English education in 

2008. 

alumni profi le



“The essence of 

learning at Bullis is 

when teachers and 

friends and the staff 

all come together to 

help each student 

fi nd a path to 

success.”

–Jordan Schugar
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Today, Jordan is an English instructor 

at West Chester University in West 

Chester, Pennsylvania, and is channeling 

his appreciation for technology in 

education through research with digital 

literacies; specifi cally, electronic reading 

comprehension and the impact digital 

texts and tablet computers, like iPad 

devices, Kindles, and Nooks have on 

students’ learning. “These devices are 

clearly changing how we’re teaching our 

students to read and learn,” he explains. 

Jordan’s merged passions of engineering, 

technology, literature, teaching and just 

enjoying time outside may have started 

with a senior class project he helped lead 

at Bullis while class vice president; helping 

to build the playground that still stands 

today in front of South Hall.  “I even 

remember the parts I worked on. In fact, 

if you look around the sandbox, you’ll see 

that in a few sections it’s not quite fl ush.  I 

think I’m partially responsible for that!”

For Jordan it’s easy to describe what he 

gained from his years at Bullis. Jordan 

is most appreciative of what he calls the 

“socially-created experience” at Bullis. “It’s 

the essence of learning at Bullis, where 

teachers and friends and the staff all come 

together to help each student fi nd a path 

to success.”

When Jordan is not teaching, researching, 

or writing he enjoys time at home with 

his family. Jordan met his wife Heather 

when they were both doctoral students at 

the University of Maryland, and together 

they are the proud parents of their two 

sons, Owen, 3, and Milo, 1. Although 

the Schugar family is enjoying their life 

in West Chester, Bullis will always have a 

special place in Jordan’s heart. “I know 

that I wouldn’t be the person I am today 

without those six years as a student, and 

three years as a teacher and coach at 

Bullis.”

From far left, Jordan's senior yearbook portrait; Heather and Jordan at a wedding in Breckenridge, Colorado about three years 
ago; Schugar family from left, Heather, Owen, 3, Milo, 1, and Jordan this past fall at Peddler’s Village near New Hope, PA, in the 
gazebo where the couple married in August 2008.



Young Alumni Day
The third annual Young Alumni Luncheon 

took place on January 5 and attracted a 

good crowd of students from the classes 

of 2008-2011. The students stopped by to 

reunite in The Commons with classmates, 

teachers and administrators over a plate 

of their favorite dining hall food, General 

Tso’s chicken. Many of the alumni said 

that coming back to Bullis was like "being 

home again," and all shared stories of 

their college experience while reminiscing 

with old friends.
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alumni 

Young alumni returning for a visit are back row, from left, Chris Kondrat ’11, Tommy Sullivan ’11, Sam 
Foreman ’11, Kadeem Chung ’11, Marie LaMonica ’08, Darien Sears ’10, Julia Bonner ’11, Catherine 
Troup ’11, Elizabeth Mendelson ’11, Laura Lu ’10 and Dr. Jerry Boarman. Front row, from left, Davey 
Richardson ’11, Bryant Tucker ’11, Scott Peel ’11, Robert Spriggs ’10, Margaux Richman ’11, Colleen 
Cronin ’11 and Taryn Kittel ‘10. 

Enjoying one another's company are, from left, Robert Spriggs ’10, 
Darien Sears ’10, Taryn Kittel ’10 and Laura Lu ’10.
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Sharing lunch once again are, from left, Julia Bonner ’11, teacher 
Lisa Vardi, Catherine Troup ’11 and Amelia Scott ‘11.

Marie LaMonica ’08 embraces Marty Berger.

Above, Sam Foreman ’11 chats with Dr. Mary Frances Bryja 
and Andrew Delinsky.

At right, Tommy Sullivan ’11, standing, in a light moment 
with Bryant Tucker ’11.



alumni 
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Reunions
Thanksgiving weekend was the time 

to reunite with former classmates and 

friends! Classes of 1991, 1996, 2001, 

and 2006 hosted reunions to celebrate 

their 20th, 15th, 10th and 5th year reunions 

respectively. 

The class of 1991 celebrated their 20-year 

reunion at Pizzeria Da Marco in Bethesda.

The class of 1996 gathered at the home of 

classmate Jason Sherman.

The class of 2001 enjoyed their night at 

Bourbon DC.

The class of 2006 celebrated their fi ve-year 

reunion at Union Jack’s in Bethesda. 

Celebrating their 20 year reunion are back row from left, Brian Needle, Kenneth Peskin, Mark 
Greenblatt, Christine (Levonian) Gresham, Josh Pollak, Bryan Cook, Evan Winston, Amit Minhas, 
Steve Magassy, Adam Farb and Jason Shrensky. Front row from left, Angelique Hyatt, Nicole 
(Perkins) Forster, Janine (Levitt) Rosen, Matt Magassy, Jennifer (Marx) Arnel, Scott Wishnow, 
Monica (Pruitt) Zoll, Julie (Luchs) Smigel, Mark Solomon and David Cohn.

Gathering for their 15 year reunion are from left, Charles Phillips, Alicia Brisker, 
Andreas Vellios, Jamie (Mendelsohn) Appell, Abigail (Tannebaum) Sharon, Kendall 
(Mackintosh) Thompson and Jason Sherman



Gathering for their 10 year reunion are above, 
from left, David Lezell, Matthew Rosenfeld and Ben 
Brundred. To the right, from left, Cristina (Astrada) 
Keeling, Vici Bernstein and Zoe Layton.

Marking their fi ve year reunion are above, from left, Svet 
Tintchev, Zack Harwood and Hunter Gosnell. To the left, from 
left, Kate Zevnik, Jennifer Nobil, Nina Davachi, Alison Scheurer, 
Clarissa Moorhead and Brooke Hollingsworth.
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1963
Curtis Dose graduated from the Naval 

Academy in 1967. While in the Navy, 

he fl ew F-4J Phantoms on two Vietnam 

cruises and was a test pilot for the F-14 

Tomcat. Curtis also fl ew DC-8 and B747 

freighters for Flying Tiger Lane and the 

DC-10 and MD-11 for FedEx. He retired 

from the Navy out of the Reserves and 

from FedEx in 2004. Curtis married 

Camille Pharr in 1974, and they have two 

daughters and eight grandchildren. Curtis 

and Camille are enjoying life in San Diego, 

California. 

1969
Bob Russell, Jr. and his wife Patti moved 

to Williamsburg, Virginia in 2008 and are 

enjoying retirement.

1975
Scott Willis is enjoying life in Los 

Angeles, where he has worked for Los 

Angeles County as a librarian in the city 

of Hawthorne for the past 26 years. Scott 

has two daughters; Lindsay, 22, majoring 

in graphic design at Long Beach State 

University, and Robin, 16, a junior in high 

school. Scott would love to hear from 

members of his class.

1984
Lenny Bernstein was recently promoted 

to district manager for upstate New York 

by Federated Insurance. Lenny and his 

wife Wendy live in Manlius, New York, just 

outside of Syracuse. 

1990
Congratulations to Marnie Abramson, 

who launched a company, The Institute 

of Real Estate Executive Education (RE3) 

www.re3institute.com, in September, along 

with three current graduate processors 

from the Johns Hopkins University 

Masters in Real Estate Program. Re3 

is designed for busy professionals to 

enhance their professional skill set without 

spending two years and thousands of 

dollars on a master’s degree. Marnie 

says RE3 “marries the most important 

technical skills of a graduate program with 

a comprehensive understanding of the 

practical, daily application of those skills in 

order to be more effective in your job.” 

1991
Adam Farb and his wife Amy are thrilled to 

announce the arrival of their second son, 

Mason Alexander Farb, on December 5. 

Mason joins big brother Jacob, 2.

1992
Jessica (Speier) Marty is the owner 

of JEM Styling (www.jemstyling.com), 

which revitalizes wardrobes, enhances 

personal fashion styles, and helps men 

and women with their personal and casual 

appearances. Jessica and her husband 

Jose Marty have two children, daughter 

Elliana, 6, and son Luccas, 4, and live in 

Reston, Virginia.

Stacey (Spicer) Donovan and her husband 

John moved to Nashville, Tennessee in 

February 2011, where John is the offensive 

coordinator for the Vanderbilt University 

football team. Stacey and John are the 

proud parents of three children, John 

Patrick, 5, Cate, 4, and Shea, 14 months. 

Stacey enjoys being a stay-at-home mom, 

and says “Nashville has been fantastic for 

us; it’s a great place to raise children. We 

miss home but visit very often.” 

Todd Moses and his wife Jen recently 

moved back to Rockville. Todd has worked 

for 11 years as a systems analyst at 

Lockheed Martin. In 2011, Todd completed 

the Army Ten Miler race in 92 minutes, 

and is currently training to run his fi rst half 

marathon.

From left, Curtis and Camille Dose with their grandchildren; Mason Farb; Jason and Emily Goldberg; Ethan 
Harris; John and Shannon Ryan Crain.

alumni class notes



WINTER/SPRING 2012 31

Emily (Dreisen) Goldberg and her 

husband Jason Goldberg have two sons, 

Zachary, 6, and Tyler, 3. Emily is a make-

up artist who specializes in make-up for 

weddings, bar/bat mitzvahs and special 

occasions. Additionally, she is a personal 

make-up shopper, helping women to 

choose colors that work best for them and 

giving lessons as well. Jason is a child, 

adolescent, adult and family therapist in 

private practice in Bethesda. The Goldberg 

family currently resides in Rockville. 

1997
Richard Armstead is enjoying life in 

Charlotte, North Carolina. His daughter 

Raegan Taylor Armstead, 3 loves ballet 

dancing.

Congratulations to Akilah (Owens) Harris 

and her husband Kelvin Harris, who 

welcomed their fi rst son Ethan on August 

9, 2011. 

1998 
Congratulations to Shannon (Ryan) Crain 

'98 who married John Crain on October 

22, 2011 at the Potomac United Methodist 

Church. Lauren (Carlton) Jolly '98 was the 

matron of honor and Shannon's brother, 

Brad Ryan '03 was a groomsman. Guests 

included Carl Tugberk '98, Bethany Lee 

'03, JT Stinson '03 and Sarah Bair '15, as 

well as former headmaster Dr. Richard 

Jung and his wife Dr. Jan Anderson. 

Shannon is the director of annual giving 

and alumni relations at The Langley 

School in McLean, Virginia, and John is a 

management consultant at a healthcare 

services company. The couple lives on 

Capitol Hill with their golden retriever 

Marley.

1999
Jonathan Both married Larissa 

Swetlitschnyj Both on December 10, 2011 

at The Manor in West Orange, NJ. Also 

in attendance was groomsman and Bullis 

alumnus Greg Danto '99. Jon and Larissa 

met at American University where they 

did their undergraduate studies. Jon is 

currently working on his degree in social 

work at Catholic University and Larissa 

works at The Carlyle Group. The couple 

lives in Adams Morgan in Washington, 

D.C.

Jessica Marusak is a reservations agent 

at the Royal Sonesta Hotel on Bourbon 

Street in New Orleans, Louisiana, where 

she lives with her two children, daughter 

Skylar, 10 and son Colter, 3.

George Karmokolias, along with a 

friend, recently started Trek909 (www.

trek909.com) an online travel agency that 

specializes in following music events. 

George lives in Reston, Virginia. 

2000
Patrick Millard has worked for The Ritz-

Carlton Hotel Company for the past 

seven years at several of the company’s 

properties around the United States, 

including Washington, D.C., Boston, 

Massachusetts, and Half Moon Bay, 

California. Today, Patrick is leisure sales 

and marketing manager at The Ritz-

Carlton in Amelia Island, Florida.

2001
Nick Kvasnovsky is the manager of 

Furniture Solution, a family-run business 

in Annapolis that provides a range of 

products and services,  from interior 

design to window treatments. Nick 

currently resides in Chevy Chase.

Zoe Layton received her master’s 

degree in environmental science and 

management from the University of 

California Santa Barbara in June, and 

recently moved back to the D.C. area to 

work as a biologist. 
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IN MEMORIAM

We extend deepest sympathies to the 
families of those in our close Bullis 
circle who have recently passed away:

Hildreth Gates Sherman ’40

Best wishes to Cristina (Astrada) Keeling 

who was married to David Keeling on 

March 19, 2011 at the Park Hyatt Hotel 

in Washington, D.C. In attendance at 

the wedding were Bullis alumni Chris 

Winkelman ’01, Jenna Mersky ’01, Zoe 

Layton ’01, and the bride’s siblings Laura 

Astrada ’92, Carlos Astrada ’96, and 

Sebastian Astrada ’98. Cristina is currently 

studying for her masters of science in 

clinical community counseling at Johns 

Hopkins University and expects to 

graduate in May 2013. Cristina and David 

live in Washington, D.C. 

2002
Congratulations to Amy Friedman 

who, after six years as a CPA in public 

accounting, has just established her own 

accounting practice: Amy Friedman, CPA. 

She provides bookkeeping, tax preparation 

and fi nancial consulting services for a wide 

range of businesses and individual clients. 

Amy can be contacted at Amy.Friedman.

CPA@gmail.com or 301-943-5558.

2004
Morgan Kelly and Jordan Burke ’05 were 

married on September 3, 2011. The couple 

resides in Boston, Massachusetts. 

2005
Kimberly Bunting recently starting a new 

position at Orthotic Solutions in Fairfax, 

where she works with prosthetics and 

orthotics practitioners. Kimberly says that 

while she misses Bullis, she has really 

enjoyed pursuing her new career! 

Best wishes to Pearl (Garfi eld) Hoeglund 

who was married to Jan Michael Hoeglund 

on September 10, 2011 in Camino, 

California. In attendance was fellow Bullis 

alumna Jessica Ke ’05, who served as one 

of Pearl’s bridesmaids. Pearl is working at 

a non-profi t education foundation in Silver 

Spring. She and her new husband live in 

Washington, D.C.

Congratulations to Noel (Stinchfi eld) 

Cooney who married Andy Cooney on July 

9, 2011 at Washington National Cathedral. 

The couple was joined by Bullis graduates 

Cassie Schoenwolf ’05, who was a 

bridesmaid, and Jennifer Washington ’05. 

Noel says she loves working at Beauvoir, 

The National Cathedral Elementary 

School, in the Cubs’ program, the Early 

Learning Center’s three-year-old class. 

2006
Svetlin Tintchev graduated from the 

University of Michigan in 2010 with a 

bachelor’s degree in economics. Svetlin 

currently resides in Philadelphia, where he 

works for First Niagara Bank as a Capital 

Markets Analyst. 

Alexandra Lavalleye works for Liberty 

Mutual where she has been an insurance 

sales representative for the past year and 

a half. Alex loves her job and recently 

achieved her fourth Pacesetter award ( a 

sales accolade for novice representatives)! 

Alex currently resides in Bethesda.

After spending a year in Manhattan, 

Armando Anido decided to relocate to San 

Francisco in May 2011, where he works in 

healthcare banking at Citigroup. Armando 

says that he is enjoying the weather on the 

West coast, has enjoyed meeting a new 

group of friends, and hopes the Class of 

2006 is doing well.

From left, Jonathan and Larissa Swetlitschnyj Both; Jessica Marusak's children Colter and Skylar; Maria Astrada, David and Cristina 
(Astrada) Keeling, Dr. Carlos Astrada (dad), Carlos Astrada (brother) and Sebastian Astrada (brother); John Stinchfi eld (dad), Noel 
(Stinchfi eld) and Andy Cooney, Niall Stinchfi eld (mom), Ryan Stinchfi eld (brother); Pearl (Garfi eld) and Jan Michael Hoeglund; Kimberly 
Segal.

alumni class notesalumni class notes



Congratulations to Elyssa Emsellem 

who graduated Cum Laude from the 

University of Pennsylvania with a degree 

in International Relations in 2010. Elyssa 

is currently a second year law student at 

the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law 

in New York, and expects to graduate in 

2013.

Upon graduating from University of San 

Diego in 2010 with a bachelor’s degree 

in chemistry, Chris Hincke spent a year 

working in a medicinal chemistry lab at the 

University of Washington in Seattle. Chris 

is currently living in San Diego where he 

hopes to obtain a Master of Fine Arts from 

University of California, San Diego.

2007
Kimberly Segal is enjoying her job as a 

manager of event operations at Behind 

the Scenes Events, LLC—a full service 

meeting and event planning company. 

2011
Jessica Greenberg recently began her 

second semester at Wellesley College in 

Wellesley, Massachusetts. She says she is 

enjoying college and intends to major in 

psychology.

Jason Roth is currently a freshman at 

Berklee College of Music in Boston 

where he is pursuing a degree in music 

education.
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Alumni gathered for their annual hockey game at Arc Ice arena in 
Rockville, from left, Alec Helman ’09, Todd Helman ’05, Marc Shesser ’06, 
Ross Koenig ’02, Camie Crawford ’00, Steven Burke ’07, Paul Davis ’04, 
Keith Cohen ’06, Josh Weiner, Jordan Burke ’05, Brandon Burke ’13 and Ben 
Donoghue ’02.

2003

In  2004, Josh Basile suffered a spinal cord 

injury resulting in paralysis below his shoulders. 

Shortly thereafter, he founded Determined2heal 

(determined2heal.org) to help others in the spinal 

cord injury community. Josh recently launched a 

new website, SPINALpedia (spinalpedia.com), 

the fi rst video mentor network designed for the 

spinal cord injury community. Josh is a second 

year law student at the University of the District 

of Columbia and works as a law clerk for Senator 

Harkin and the Health, Education, Labor and 

Pension Committee. Josh lives in Potomac with 

his dad and his dog Stella and enjoys painting by 

biting on a special brush to produce his artwork.

www.determined2heal.org
www.spinalpedia.com


34  BULLIS magazine 

BULLIS  CAMPUS STORE
GET YOUR BLUE AND GOLD ON!GET YOUR BLUE AND GOLD ON!

www.bullis.org/schoolstore

Any questions? Call Patti Foreman at 301-983-5705 
or Guylaine Gallant at 301-983-5720.

One stop shopping for spirit 
gear, school supplies, gifts... 
 and so much more.

Open 7:45 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 
school days.

Proceeds benefit:
Stepping Stones 

Shelter,  Habitat for 
Humanity and S.A.F.E.
(Student Activities  Fund 
for Education)

4th Annual Bullis Gives Back 5K Run/2.5K Walk
May 20th, 2012 at 10am

Sh
HHHHuHHHHHHH
((((SSSSSt
ffffffofoooor

Register Online:
www.BullisGivesBack.org

Fun
For All
Ages

Kids Fun Run
Games
Music
Food

Raffle items
Grand Raffle Prize



www.bullis.org/summerprograms

Athletic

Specialty
Academic

for ages 3½ - 18.
One- to three-week sessions 

June 18-August 10

Register Now!
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