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For someone who works in 
statistics and majored in math, 
Kevin Tenenbaum’s claim that 
luck played a big part in getting 
him his dream job with the 
Baltimore Orioles might seem 
ironic.

“It started when I had some 
free time the summer after my 
freshman year at Middlebury,” 
Kevin recalls. He used a lot of 
that time to read about baseball--
and today he is a baseball analyst 
for the team.

One of the blogs he stumbled 
upon that summer explored 
the use of pitch tracking data to 
make interesting visualizations 
and insights about the game. 
The subject was fascinating 
enough, but when Kevin 
noticed that the writer was 

Dave Allen, his biology lab 
professor at Middlebury, he was 
hooked. Kevin reached out to 
Allen, and before long the two 
began working together. Kevin 
switched his major from pre-
med to math, while Professor 
Allen taught him how to write 
code and involved him in several 
fascinating projects. One of 
those led to the pair presenting a 
workshop at the SABR Analytics 
Conference about the use of 
game theory to determine how 
to locate fastballs in the strike 
zone. The conference explores 
baseball research and attracts 
representatives from throughout 
Major League Baseball. 

Following the presentation, 
Kevin was offered a summer 
internship with the Orioles after 
his sophomore year. Another 
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presentation at the SABR 
conference the next year and 
another summer of interning 
with the Orioles cemented his 
interest and career plans. He 
accepted a full-time job with 
the team after graduating from 
Middlebury in 2015. 

“I’m like Jonah Hill’s character 
in ‘Moneyball,’” explains Kevin. 
The movie, starring Brad 
Pitt, brought the concept of 
statistical modeling in baseball 
to public attention. In his job 
with the Orioles, Kevin builds 
and maintains long-term player 
evaluation models to understand 
how players can be best utilized 
and to find undervalued players 
in the market. “It all comes back 
to Mr. Matt Zimmer at Bullis, 
who first helped me discover an 
interest in math,” Kevin says. 

At left, Kevin Tenenbaum today outside his office at Orioles Park at 
Camden Yards; his senior portrait in the 2011 Roll Call; winding up for a 
pitch while playing baseball at Bullis.

Always a baseball fan, Kevin 
played for Bullis and was 
recognized as All-IAC in his 
senior year and captained the 
varsity team in his junior and 
senior years. He pitched and 
played second base and credits 
his coaches Brian Lumpkin ’00, 
Joe Teets and Frazier Stowers 
for teaching him a lot about the 
sport. Though a shoulder injury 
sidelined his college baseball 
career, he has great affection 
for Middlebury. “I loved the 
classes and the beautiful area for 
hiking and snowboarding. Plus I 
made great friends that I’ll have 
forever.”

“This is a job I didn’t even know 
existed when I graduated from 
Bullis,” Kevin says. “Then it 
became a pipe dream, and now 
I’m living it every day!” 


