
 

World News 
Early Election for Great Britain 

By Dilan Mendiratta 

Brexit happened when Great Britain voted to leave the European Union 
(EU). It comes from the words exit and Britain. It was shocking for most 
of the people of England because they did not think the vote would 
pass. Theresa May became the prime minister after David Cameron 
resigned following Brexit. The next election would’ve been in 2020 but 
the new prime minister is calling for an early election to vote. She 
believes an early election will help her country come together. Prime 
Minister May wants to have a strong government going into the talks.  
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SpaceX Landing 
By Anneke Lewis 

Usually when we hear the word landing with the word spaceship, we think of "landings" off this 
planet, like on the moon. The SpaceX ship is a rocket ship that can be reused. It can go around the 
earth and then come back and land on an already used rocket booster. The rocket's recent mission 
was to send a communications satellite into orbit. Other than helping to re-use resources, this is also 
important because it saves money. There will be no need to make a new booster every time. SpaceX 
guesses that the booster can survive at least 10 to 1000 trips. 

United Passenger Dragged Off Flight 
By Nathan Chen 

On April 9, in the Chicago O’Hare airport, Dr. David Dao, was on a United flight heading to 
Louisville, Kentucky. Once he was on his seat in the plane, a flight attendant came over and told him 
that he had to give up his seat because the plane was overbooked; the United crew traveling to 
another destination had to have his seat so they could get to where they would pilot a different 
flight. The man refused to give up his seat, and five minutes later, the main flight attendant called 
security officers to forcibly remove him from the plane. Once the officers came, they started dragging 
him out. Dr. Dao was fighting to stay on the plane. His lip started bleeding badly, as well as his head. 
The passengers all saw this. They were shocked. They took videos, and started shouting at the 
officers. After Dr. Dao was kicked off the plane, he told them he had to fly that day because he had to 
perform surgery. The crew still didn't allow him to go back onto the plane. Dr. Dao was then quickly 
taken to the hospital. He ended up with a concussion.  
A few hours later, the video went viral. The United CEO, Oscar Munoz came out and said that the 
airline has every right to remove a passenger off the plane. His message upset everybody. A lot of 
people said they would never fly with United again. Then he apologized and spoke about how this 
would never happen again. United changed their policies. On April 27, they offered to raise the 
amount of money given to the passengers who would volunteer to give up their seats to $10,000. 
Now, if people get bumped off the plane, United will also make other transportation arrangements 
for the customers to reach their destinations. Overall, the issue wasn't that the flight was overbooked, 
it was the issue that the airline’s customer service was handled very poorly. Nobody deserves to be 
treated like there's someone more important than themselves, especially when the airline is in the 
customer service industry.  

FoldiMate: a Laundry Folding Robot 
By Clay Narcisenfeld 

A man named Gal Rozov invented a robot that will fold your laundry. He started working on his 
prototype in 2012 and by 2016 it was ready to be shown at the Consumer Electronics Show.  
The robot weighs 66 pounds and can sit on top of your washer and dryer. It only takes 10 seconds to 
fold a piece of clothing. The robot can also get rid of wrinkles and add a scent to your clothes. The 
only problem with the robot is that it can not fold large or small clothes like socks and bed sheets.  

Many people have ordered the robot and will receive it when it is released in 2018. 
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Wireless Charging at Disney 
By Drake Arnold 

Disney technology has created unique wireless charging. This means that charging iPhones, iPads or 
computers can be done by walking into a room without actually plugging anything into an electrical 
socket. This technology is done by using magnets and copper. The researchers have built rooms with 
aluminum paneled walls and copper poles. The copper poles have electric current running through 
them. Devices will automatically charge just by being near the pole. This technology has been proven 
to be safe for humans.  

Does Your Birth Month Affect Your Personality? 
By Clay Narcisenfeld 

Recently, scientists have done studies that prove there is a relationship between your birth month and 
personality. The scientists believe that babies born in certain seasons, have similar personality traits. 
Here is what the scientists found: 
• March, April, and May: People born in these months are able to see the positive in every situation. 

Sometimes that can backfire and the person will see the negative in every positive situation. Babies 
born in May have the highest rates of depression. 

• June, July, August: People born in these months may have big mood changes. They can go from 
being very happy, to very sad in a matter of minutes. 

• September, October, November: People born in these months are often very calm and balanced. 
They are usually not depressed and do not have mood swings. However, the scientists find these 
people can easily become irritable. 

• December, January, February: Many famous people are born in these months. These people are 
creative and good at solving problems.  

More studies are needed to confirm these findings. 

Health & Wellness 
Stress 

By Elizabeth Martin 

Everyone can get stressed, whether it’s a hard test, a project you are presenting, or not having 
enough time to do something. Stress is your body’s way of reacting to a threat or demand. Stress can 
also save you if you are in a bad situation. It will keep you alert and focused. Maybe you are in the 
car and your parent has to slam on the brakes to keep from hitting the car in front of you. In this 
situation stress helped your parent stay alert and focused.  
Have you ever felt butterflies in your stomach or felt nervous before a big event? This kind of stress 
can help you to do well. This is called good stress but too much of it can turn into bad stress. Bad 
stress is when you are so overwhelmed that you can’t think straight and sometimes you even start to 
make mistakes. 
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Imagine you are in the middle of a very important test. You want to do well but are really stressed. 
You could use a stress ball, take long deep breathes, or tense up your muscles before letting go. These 
are all stress busters that calm you down and help you focus and relax. It could also be something 
from the school day that stressed you out. If you are at home and have more time you could take a 
walk outside, try some meditation, or eat a small healthy snack. (I hope you will try some of these 
stress busters!) 

Sports 
Wizards Playoffs 

By Dilan Mendiratta 

The Wizards came into the playoffs ready to 
win. Their regular season record was 49-33. 
They have really strong players such as Bradley 
Beal, John Wall, and Markieff Morris. They 
have played really well without Ian Mahinmi. 
The Wizards faced Dennis Schroder of the 
Atlanta Hawks in the first round of the playoffs 
and beat them in the 6th playoff game. Then 
the Wizards struggled when playing Isaiah 
Thomas and the Boston Celtics. In the third 
game Ian Mahinmi came back to play for the 
Wizards. Also in the same game, Kelly Oubre Jr. 
(Wizards) got mad after Kelly Olynyk set a hard 
pick on him. Oubre reacted and hit Olynyk. 
Oubre got ejected and suspended. The Wizards 
moved into the fifth game in Boston with the 
series tied 2-2. Go Wizards! Let’s hope they 
make it to the finals and end the season strong. 
Update: The Wizards lost in the seventh game 
against the Celtics who moved on to play 
Cleveland in the post season. 

Washington Capitals 
Post Season 

By Matthew Halle 

The Washington Capitals finished the season 
best in the National Hockey League and 
winning the Presidents Trophy. They went on in 
the post season to beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 
in the first round of the playoffs 4 games to 2 
games. The Capitals are now playing the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in the second round of the 
playoffs and the series is currently 3 games for 
the Penguins and 2 games for the Capitals. In 
the post season Alex Ovechkin agreed to play 
on the 3rd line to allow Evgeny Kuznetsov to 
start. Kuznetsov is playing well in the playoffs 
and has been a team leader. He has 4 goals out 
of the 5 games against the Penguins. The 
Capitals need to beat the Penguins in the next 2 
games to advance to the third round of the 
playoffs.  
Update: The Capitals lost the series with the 
Penguins, ending their post season play. 

Environment 
Owls in Trouble 

By Alexis Ewing 

Owls habitats are in trouble in the United States and Canada because of problems in their 
environment. Owls live in the forest where they keep nature balanced. When owls eat mice, snakes 
and small animals, they keep everything in control. Many owls in the world are endangered because 
of forest fires! People are careless and lazy when they leave fires unattended and are not paying 
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attention to where they throw away their trash and matches. Owls are also in trouble because of the 
destruction of prairie lands. Climate change is another problem. Finally, people are hunting owls and 
different viruses are making them sick. This makes it hard for the owls to survive.  

Editorial: I think this should stop because owls keep the forests balanced. People can help save the 
animals by being careful not to start a fire and by protecting the owls' homes. I think owls are pretty 
cool; the way they look and how they can turn the heads around! I hope they will be around for a 
long time! 

E-waste 
By Drake Arnold 

What is E-waste? E-waste is used electronics that no longer work in their original form. Technology is 
changing so quickly that consumers are upgrading to the next gadget more quickly. This is creating a 
huge amount of trash. Popular E-waste these days consist of televisions, phones, computers and 
stereos. All of these products can be recycled if it is done the proper way. Many electronics can be 
taken apart and broken into smaller pieces and reused to make other products. Popular materials to 
get from E-waste are copper, gold and lead. 

Ooho! Edible Water Bubble 
By Elizabeth Martin 

Ever heard of an edible water bubble or Ooho? Fast Company released an edible water blob that is 
supposed to be more environmentally friendly than a plastic water bottle. It also should biodegrade. 
This water blob is created in a process called spherification, which shapes liquid into spheres. Ooho! 
was one of the 12 winners in the Lexus Design Awards 2014. If you would like to see a video, go to 
Time.com and search edible water bubble. Ooho should come up. Click on it and watch the video at 
the top. DOGO news also has a youtube video showing you this water bubble. I recommend watching 
the videos because it shows where they were made and also shows people eating them! It is 
important that someone has finally found a solution to plastic water bottles. 

Technology 
Virtual and Augmented Reality  

By Jack Sandi 

Pokemon Go is augmented reality. Playstation VR is 
virtual reality. Virtual reality has equipment such as a 
headset and generates realistic images, sounds and 
effects. Augmented reality is added reality; it doesn't 
require any equipment. It is a combination of virtual 
world and real world. You can use a Playstation VR and 
feel like you are under water. You have to wear a 
headset and it makes it feel like you are actually under 
the water. On the other hand, you can play Pokemon Go 
from your iPhone or android phone. It is still a game but 
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you can add your surrounding to the game. It makes it real and virtual at the same time. Facebook 
thinks that augmented reality is the future. They want to take you on vacation when you put on a 
pair of glasses. They are exploring ways to make you feel like you are inside the movie. Virtual and 
augmented reality is upon us in the coming years more and more. 

National News 
New York City Skyline has a New Shape - Big 

Bend 
By Jack Sandi 

The New York skyline has restrictions about 
how tall a building can be. The Empire State 
Building, Chrysler Building and One World 
Trade Tower are the most famous buildings in 
New York. They all go up in the sky. Oiio 
Studios is changing the skyline with Big Bend. 
Ioannis Oiaonomou, Greek architect, came up 
with a building design that bends at the top and 
becomes the longest building in New York and 
the World. Technically, the building will bend at 
the top instead of going higher and higher. 
Imagine an upside down U shape. The architect 
was inspired by an innovative tracking system 
and is now thinking about elevators that not only go up and down but sideways too. The building 
will be 4,000 feet tall in length. How about taking the elevator at Big Bend when it is all finished and 
bend? (It is still in the design phase right now.) 

Wolves Die Out on Isle Royale, Resulting in 
Increasing Moose Population  

 by Alisha Schruefer 

Have you ever been to Isle Royale National Park? It is slightly north of Lake Michigan. The wolves 
there are dying out, resulting in an increasing population of moose! The decrease of wolves there has 
also led to an explosion in the population of beavers. The beaver population has reached about 300, 
the record for this year. But the moose population has reached a staggering 2,500! 
With no wolves to keep their numbers in check, the moose are eating another living factor of Isle 
Royale...the balsam fir trees! 
Experts say that “it’s a race between the slowly growing trees and the rapidly growing moose.” 
Eventually the trees will also die out, leaving the moose to starve. The question is: How can we deal 
with this? Scientists say that we can bring in wolves from other regions to supplement the only two 
wolves remaining. The wolves are dying from a condition called inbreeding, which means closely 
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related animals are having babies. Inbreeding causes dangerous diseases that can kill the babies. 
Currently, the National Park Service is discussing the idea of bringing in wolves from another country. 
In summary, the wolves are dying out, and the moose population is expanding. But if the moose eat 
all the trees, then they will eventually starve to death. Before the wolves completely die out on the 
island, scientists may decide to bring in wolves from another part of the country. The two survivor 
wolves currently living there are aging and unlikely to have babies. So, will the wolves die out on Isle 
Royale? We’ll just have to wait and see and hope that human intervention can help prevent this sad 
conclusion. 

High School Journalists Find Out About Their 
New Principal  

By Anneke Lewis 

In April, 2017, six students, five seniors and one junior, investigated their new principal for an article 
about her. They found that some things didn't make sense. She said that she had gotten a doctorate 
and Masters at Corllins University, an online college. Several articles they read said that Corllins 
wasn't a good university and you could just buy a diploma online. Also there were other facts that 
showed the principal had done things at the her previous school that were not acceptable. At first the 
student reporters were told that they shouldn't "stick their noses where they don't belong," but the 
students kept on researching. Less than a week after the article was written the teacher resigned. 

Girl Scouts Break Down Barriers 
By Samantha Pepper 

Girl Scouts may be known for their delicious cookies, but their impact goes beyond baking. The 
youth organization, which has more than ten million Girl Scouts and Girl Guides around the world, is 
helping others can learn about important issues. A few weeks ago, they started a global letter-writing 
campaign to talk about issues that affect them, including gender equality and discrimination. In 
honor of Wednesday’s World Thinking Day, on February 22nd, the girls shared their hopes and 
dreams for the future. One twelve-year-old from Greece wrote about refugees in her country. "As a 
guide, I've learned that people are the same, no matter how we look or what language we speak. Do 
you know what language all people understand? A smile and a hug!" she wrote. 

Sesame Street Introduces New Character 
By Alisha Schruefer 

Most kids raised in America know all about 
Sesame Street. It is a popular children's show 
that was created by Jim Henson in 1969, about 
48 years ago. The programs were televised on a 
public broadcasting network for most of that 
time. but moved to a cable network (HBO) last 
year, although PBS is still allowed to air new 
episodes after a several month delay. On April 
10, viewers were introduced to a new character 
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in the Sesame Street cast: Julia, a girl with autism. 

Show creators added Julia to the cast to teach American kids about the importance of appreciating 
and understanding kids affected by autism, which is starting to affect more and more kids each day. 
Another interesting fact: the character’s puppeteer has a son with autism! Julia made her debut in 
digital storybooks as early as 2015, but she has appeared on TV more recently, since April 10. 

In one of the episodes, Julia’s friends want to play tag, but instead of running, she starts jumping up 
and down in excitement. Instead of the group taunting and insulting her, they start jumping too, and 
in the end create a new game. The puppeteer says that she hopes Julia will expose the qualities of 
being autistic to other kids, and that the kids will learn the values of acceptance and friendship, even 
with kids who are different from you! 
If you get a chance, watch one of the new episodes of Sesame Street, and you’ll get to see Julia! After 
you watch it, the show’s creators hope that you will understand the amazing benefits of friendship, 
even with kids who may be different from you.  

Baby Giraffe Born in New York Zoo  
By Nathan Chen 

On April 15, the fifteen year old giraffe, April, gave birth at the Wild Adventure Zoo in Upstate New 
York. The baby giraffe is now 5 foot 9 inches, and weighs 192 pounds. The baby giraffe boy is named 
Tajiri (Taj). It means “hope” in Swahili. Starting in February, the people at the zoo started a 
livestream of April on Youtube. When April was giving birth, over 1 million people were watching on 
the livestream camera. April is recovering perfectly from giving birth. It took more than a year before 
April gave birth. The baby will stay with April until he stops nursing, at about 6 months. At that 
point, he will move to a new zoo.  

Poetry Quiz 
By Samantha Pepper 

Do you like poetry? I know I do. There is a poetry quiz online at http://wapo.st/2onvuRG. I took it 
and it was really fun. The quiz really helps you learn more about poetry and it makes you use your 
mind. They asked where poems came from, what type of poems they were showing, and what the 
poem is about. It helped me understand more about poetry by showing a poem, explaining what the 
poem might be and then asking me questions to see if I understood it correctly. For people who like 
poetry and for people who don’t understand poetry - this is the quiz for you. Plus it’s only six 
questions.  

Interviews 
Interview with Mr. Buerger 

By Alexis Ewing 

What is your favorite thing about your job? 
I get to know all the teachers and kids (by their faces) and they are all really nice. 
When did you start working at Bullis and how long? 
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I have been working for four years at Bullis. 

Who inspired you to work at Bullis? 
When I was a little kid, I always wanted to help people. Now I do that here. 

Did you work before this? 
I worked as a police officer for 25 years before working at Bullis. 

Is your job hard? 
No but sometimes it’s challenging. I’m here really early in the morning before anyone else is here to 
make sure the campus is safe. 
Do you feel that you are not safe sometimes? 
I always feel safe. 
What is one thing you have to do in your job? 
I set up codes and the security cameras. I decide on the safety drills and lockdowns and I am in 
charge of the safety and security of the entire campus. 

 Time For Kids Writer Interview 
By Samantha Pepper 

I interviewed my neighbor Kade about the article he wrote for TFK. Here are the questions and 
answers. 

How did you become a reporter for TFK? What specifically is your job? 
I became a reporter for TFK by applying last summer. The first part of the application process was 
writing a story about someone in the community. I wrote about my brother and his work in Romania. 
The story had to be written in a way that would be interesting for kids so I included photos, some 
background information about Romania and a quote or two. Time for Kids then narrowed down the 
candidates and the next step was to write about your hometown hero. I wrote an article about 
Camille Galli, a girl who has autism and advocates for other kids with autism. TFK's final part of the 
process required candidates to make a video about "Five Amazing Things About Me." TFK chose 12 
reporters from 300 applicants. My job is to take assignments that TFK gives to me. These assignments 
have included interviewing authors about their books that are about to be released (I have to read 
their books, draft questions, interview them and then write up the interview), write book reviews on 
about to be released books for kids, interview different people (e.g. Willow Phelps, a 7 year old who 
won an award for helping animals), and cover events (like the White House Easter egg roll).  
Did you have an article appear in TFK recently? What was the article about? 
I did have an article appear in TFK recently. My most recent article was on the White House Easter 
egg roll and my interviews with White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer, First Lady Melania Trump 
and Special Advisor to the President Kellyanne Conway  
How long have you been writing?  
I have been writing since I was five years old. 
Do you have a favorite article? 
Yes, the most recent one I wrote on was the White House Easter Egg Roll. 
Do you get to choose what you want to write about? 
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We can make requests on what we want to write about but TFK needs to approve them. For the most 
part, I am really busy doing what they ask me to do since it's not just about the writing. There's a lot 
of preparatory work as well. The nice thing about TFK is that they always ask whether I'd like to 
cover the story they want me to cover, so I always have the opportunity to say no (but I haven't said 
no yet because they are usually interesting stories). 

What do you enjoy most about writing for TFK? 
I enjoy the amazing opportunities TFK gives me to meet new people and learn about things.  

What have you learned most?  
Probably the most important thing I've learned is how to stay neutral. It's important not to let my 
opinion get mixed into the reporting of the facts/event. I have learned a lot about preparing for how 
to cover events and interview people. I hope that I've learned how to write better! 

Thank you Kade for your time. I hope that we will all see your article. 

School News 
The Mayor of Rockville Visits Bullis 

By Matthew Halle 

A few weeks ago, Mayor Newton came and talked to the 
third graders. We learned she does a lot of work during the 
day. She comes up with ideas to make Rockville better, has 
meetings and talks to citizens on the phone about how the 
town is running. We learned that her children went to 
Bullis many years ago. Mayor Newton is going to 
Pinneberg, Germany to meet their mayor. That mayor is 
coming to visit Rockville on Memorial Day. 
Before Mayor Newton left, she gave us all a backpack with a pen/marker, pad and a magnet. We gave 
her the key to our “cities.” 

"What Being On The Newspaper Meant To Me" 
By Lower School Newspaper Staff 

Jack: Being on the newspaper means teamwork, working together to get things done. 
Dilan: It means responsibility and trusting other people (editors) to make it the best it can be. 

Drake: It was really fun to be on the newspaper and meet new people. I got to learn about things I 
didn't know. 

Clay: It meant I would be able to write for the Bullis community and tell all our news. 
Alexis: It was a good opportunity because everyone is so nice and you can really express yourself in 
the articles. 
Anneke: It was really fun and I've improved my writing skills. 
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Matthew: I like writing articles. It is really fun because I like writing about people and sharing it 
with others. I also learned different stuff. 
Alisha: It meant sharing my talents with the lower school. 

Samantha: To be part of a community and to look into the community outside. 
Nathan: Being on the newspaper means having a fun time together, as well as having a fun time 
writing about your favorite topics. 
Elizabeth: I was able to learn lots of stories big and small happening around the world. I was also 
able to practice my writing skills and have the exciting experience of being an editor. I am very sad 
this was my last time writing for the LS newspaper but it was an amazing year! 

Correction! 
In the April Edition, Alisha Schruefer wrote about the 3rd grade play, Walking To Venus. 

Gabe was actually not played by Clay, he was played by Sam. 
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Looking Back and Moving On 
Interview With The Editors 

Questions: 

1. As you reflect on your years in lower school, what three highlights can you name? 
2. What life lesson have you learned from the experiences you have had at school? 

3. What was one of your biggest challenges as a "lower schooler" and how did you meet that 
challenge? 

4. Moving on to middle school can be "bittersweet." What is one thing you will miss and one 
thing you are looking forward to. 

5. Describe your feelings as you approach middle school. 

Elizabeth Martin's Answers: 

1. Three highlights would be, 
being an editor, the school 
play, and being in the first 
2nd grade class at Bullis 

2. I have gotten over stage 
fright. After four plays at 
Bullis I finally felt comfortable 
on the stage. 

3. One challenge was trying to 
get to 2,000,000 words. I met 
this challenge by setting a 
goal each week for reading. 

4. One thing I will miss is 
homeroom. You always feel 
comfortable when you're with 
people you know and you and 
your friends learn and do fun 
activities. I will enjoy meeting 
lots of new kids and teachers. 
5. I am little nervous for 
middle school because some 
classes many be hard and 
there are more rules. 

Nathan Chen's Answers: 

1. Some of my highlights in 
lower school are: the third 
grade town Barnesville, the 
4th grade State Fair, and the 
5th grade musical, The Lion 
King Jr! 

2. A life lesson I have learned 
in lower school is to always 
have a positive attitude even 
when things don't go the way 
you anticipated. 
3 . O n e o f m y b i g g e s t 
challenges was not having 
enough time to read. I met 
that challenge by putting 
reading as my top priority. 

4. I will miss having a 
homeroom teacher in lower 
school, but I am looking 
forward to learning new 
things and meeting new 
friends. 

5. I feel nervous, but at the 
same time excited.  

Anneke Lewis’s Answers: 

1. I liked the entrepreneur 
fair, all the musicals and the 
visits to Mr. Walter's farm. 
2. I've learned that if you 
work hard and believe in 
yourself, you can achieve 
anything and that we need to 
make mistakes to learn. 

3. I found it hard to compare 
my scores to other kids scores. 
I learned that each person is 
better and worse at different 
things. 
4. I will miss having music 
and having one teacher. I am 
excited to have different 
teachers for different things. 
5. I am kind of sad, nervous 
and excited.
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Great Job To All The 
Newspaper Staff For Such 

A Wonderful and Fun 
Year!


